
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 360 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

COUNTY CLERK'S USE CITY CLERK'S USE

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
(California Environmental Quality Act Section 15062)

Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152 (b). Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21167 (d), the filing of this notice 
starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to the approval of the project. Failure to file this notice with the County Clerk 
results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days.
LEAD CITY AGENCY
City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning

COUNCIL DISTRICT
2

PROJECT TITLE
CPC-2016-2612-ZC-SPR-DB

LOG REFERENCE 
ENV-2018-536-CE

PROJECT LOCATION
13724 Victory Boulevard
DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT:
The project is the demolition of all existing structures onsite, and the construction of a mixed-use project with 67 
residential units and 2,100 square feet of commercial space. The project will provide housing to the residents of the City 
of Los Angeles.

NAME OF PERSON OR AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT, IF OTHER THAN LEAD CITY AGENCY:

CONTACT PERSON 
Jerome Buckmelter

AREA CODE |TELEPHONE NUMBER | 
340-8386

EXT.
818

EXEMPT STATUS: (Check One)

STATE CEQA GUIDELINES CITY CEQA GUIDELINES

□ MINISTERIAL Sec. 15268 Art. II, Sec. 2b

□ DECLARED EMERGENCY Sec. 15269 Art. II, Sec. 2a (1)

□ EMERGENCY PROJECT Sec. 15269 (b) & (c) Art. II, Sec. 2a (2) & (3)

Sec. 15300 et seq. Art. III, Sec. 1CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Class 32* Category (City CEQA Guidelines)

□ OTHER (See Public Resources Code Sec. 21080 (b) and set forth state and City guideline provision.

California Environmental Quality Act: Title 14 California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Article 19, Section 15332_________
JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION: Projects characterized as in-fill development meeting the conditions as 
described below.

*

The project is the demolition of an existing car dealership that consists of four (4) buildings and as well as one vacant 
single-family home onsite, and the construction of a mixed-use project with 67 residential units and 2,100 square feet of 
commercial office space. The project is proposed for five (5) stories, 60 feet in height, and to provide four (4) parking 
spaces for the commercial use and 80 parking spaces for the residential units. The project requires 9,000 cubic yards of 
grading for cut and export to accommodate subterranean parking. The project is requesting a Vesting Zone Change, Site 
Plan Review for a project of over 50 units, and a Density Bonus incentive for increased height.

There are five (5) exceptions to this Exemption which the City is required to consider before finding a project exempt under 
Class 3: (a) Cumulative Impacts; (b) Significant Effect; (c) Scenic Highways; (d) Hazardous Waste Sites; and (e) Historical 
Resources.
a) The project is located on Victory Boulevard, which is designated a Boulevard II. In the commercially zoned areas along
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Victory Boulevard and Woodman Avenue, construction is in progress is at the adjacent property to the east at 13716 
Victory Boulevard and 6333-6347 Woodman Avenue, which is building a 49-unit apartment building, and across the 
street at 13703 Victory Boulevard where a new foodmart is in process of being built. Otherwise, there is no other 
construction nearby, and almost all surrounding buildings are used for commercial uses, not housing. While there are 
active building permits in the vicinity of the subject site, there is only one project similar to the proposed project, and 
this circumstance does not suggest a current succession of known projects of the same type and in the same place as 
the subject project.

b) The project proposes to construct a mixed-use building as well as a zone change that conforms to the general plan, 
which is in the designated General Plan Land Use for the area, which would allow for such development (existing 
parking zone onsite does not conform to the General Plan). The adjacent property to the east is in the process of 
constructing a 49-unit apartment building, which is a similar use to the project. The other adjacent properties along 
Victory Boulevard on the south and north sides of the street to the direct east and west, and along Woodman Avenue 
to the north and south are zoned [Q]C1.5-1VL and are improved with commercial uses, with many auto uses such as 
auto service, car wash, and gas stations. Four schools are east and to the north and south of the site along Woodman 
Avenue. Directly south of the site the properties are zoned [Q]RD1.5-1 and are improved with multifamily structures, 
and further south and west the properties are zoned R1-1 and improved with single family homes. North of Victory 
Boulevard the properties are zoned [Q]R3-1 and [Q]RD2-1 and are developed multi-family. Further to the west along 
the north and south of Victory Boulevard the properties are zoned [Q]RD1.5-1 and R3-1 respectively, and improved 
with multi-family developments.Thus, there are no unusual circumstances which may lead to a significant effect on the 
environment.

c) According to http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/16 livability/scenic highways/, the subject site is not located on an 
officially designated state scenic highway. No impact is anticipated.

d) According to Envirostor, the State of California’s database of Hazardous Waste Sites, and Geotracker, the State Water 
Resources Control Board database of regulated facilities, neither the subject site, nor any site in the vicinity, is identified 
as a hazardous waste site.

e) The project site has not been identified as a historic resource by local or state agencies, and the project site has not 
been determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, California Register of Historical 
Resources, the Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments Register, and/or any local register. In addition, the site was 
not found to be a potential historic resource based on the City’s HistoricPIacesLA website or SurveyLA, the citywide 
survey of Los Angeles. Finally, the City does not choose to treat the site as a historic resource. Based on this, the 
project will not result in a substantial adverse change to the significance of a historic resource and this exception does 
not apply.

A project qualifies for a Class 32 Categorical Exemption if it is developed on an infill site and meets the conditions described 
in this section. The five (5) conditions which the project must meet in order to qualify for the Class 32 Categorical Exemption 
are as follows: (a) The project is consistent with the applicable general plan designation and all applicable general plan 
policies as well as with the applicable zoning designation and regulations; (b) The proposed development occurs within city 
limits on a project site of no more than five acres substantially surrounded by urban uses; (c) The project site has no value 
as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species; (d) Approval of the project would not result in any significant effects 
relating to traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality; and (e) The site can be adequately served by all required utilities and 
public services.

a) The site currently is developed with commercial and residential buildings. The site is zoned [Q]C1.2-1VL and P- 
1VL and has a General Plan Land Use Designation of Neighborhood Office Commercial. The project is requesting 
a zone that conforms to the general plan, which the designated General Plan Land Use allows for, and would permit 
such a development (existing parking zone onsite is not listed as a corresponding zone in the General Plan and 
does not allow construction onsite). The mixed-use building is permitted in the proposed RAS4 zone. As such, the 
project is conformance with the General Plan, and proposed Zoning designation.
The subject site is wholly within the City of Los Angeles, on site that is approximately 0.57 acres. As per b) above, 
the project is in an urbanized area. As such, the site is less than five acres and is surrounded by urban uses.
The site is not a wildland area, and is not inhabited by endangered, rare, or threatened species. Five (5) unprotected 
trees are proposed to be removed from the subject site. The project will be subject to Regulatory Compliance 
Measures (RCMs), which require compliance with the City of Los Angeles Noise Ordinance; pollutant discharge, 
dewatering, stormwater mitigations; and Best Management Practices for stormwater runoff. These RCMs will 
reduce any potential impacts on noise and water to less than significant.
At 25,199 square-feet, and 9,000 cubic yards of grading, the mixed-use building the project is under the designated 
City thresholds that would trigger a traffic or Air Quality Study. Furthermore, DOT reviewed the project and on 
December 30, 2016 indicated that there would not be a traffic impact on their Application for Consideration. The

b)

c)

d)
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project will be subject to standard regulatory compliance measures for drainage and does not involve any special 
noise generators. Impacts to traffic, air quality, noise and water quality from the proposed project are anticipated to 
be less than significant.

e) The project site will be adequately served by all public utilities and services given that the construction of the 
recreation building will be on a site which has been previously developed with an office building. The existing 
infrastructure will remain and will serve the new building.

Therefore, it can be found that the project meets the qualifications of the Class 32 Exemption.

IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.

SIGNATURE TITLE
City Planner

DATE

FEE: RECEIPT NO. 
1030610636

REC’D. BY 
Eric Claros

DA
$3,226 7/25/16

DISTRIBUTION: (1) County Clerk, (2) City Clerk, (3) Agency Record 
Rev. 11-1-03 Rev. 1-31-06 Word

IF FILED BY THE APPLICANT:

NAME (PRINTED) SIGNATURE

DATE
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