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May 22, 2018

Los Angeles City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 900 i^.o

PLUM CommitteeAttention:

Dear Honorable Members:

CBS TELEVISION CITY; 7800-7860 WEST BEVERLY BOULEVARD; CASE NO. CHC-2018- 
476-HCM, ENV-2018-477-CE

At its meeting of May 3, 2018, the Cultural Heritage Commission took the actions below to include 
the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by 
the City Council:

Determined that the proposed designation is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and 
Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 of the State CEQA Guidelines;
Determined that the property conforms with the definition of a Monument pursuant to 
Section 22.171.7 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code; and
Recommended that the City Council consider and designate the subject property a 
Historic-Cultural Monument; and
Adopted the attached findings as amended by the Commission.

1.

2.

3.

4.

This action was taken by the following vote:

Milofsky
Barron
Buelna, Kanner, Kennard

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:

Vote: 5-0

Etta Armstrong, Commission Executive Assistant I
Cultural Heritage Commission

http://planning.lacity.org
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The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject property to the 
list of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

Time for Council to Act The Commission action will be transmitted to the City Council for 
consideration. Pursuant to Section 22.171.10 (f) of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the 
Council may approve or disapprove in whole or in part an application or initiation for a proposed 
designation of a Monument. The Council shall act in 90-days of the public hearing held before 
the Commission. The 90-day time limit may be extended by the Council for good cause for a 
maximum of 15 days. If the Council does not act on the application or initiation within this 105- 
days total time limit, the application or initiation to designate a Mo nument shall be deemed to 
have been denied. The Council may override a Commission recommendation of denial of Council 
initiated designation by a minimum of 10-votes.

Enclosures: Amended Findings



CBS TELEVISION CITY

FINDINGS

(As Amended by the Cultural Heritage Commission on May 3, 2018)

FINDINGS

CBS Television City "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 
state, or community" for its association with the television industry and its significant role in 
the economic development of Los Angeles.

CBS Television City “is identified with historic personages or with important events in the 
main currents of national, State or local history” for its association with radio and television 
pioneer William S. Paley.

CBS Television City "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type 
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction” as an 
excellent example of an International Style television broadcasting studio.

CBS Television City is “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his or her age” as a significant work of master architects William 
Pereira and Charles Luckman.

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

The CBS Television City proposed Historic-Cultural Monument is limited to the exterior of the 
original 1952 buildings (the “Studio Building” on the west, and the “Service Building” on the east) 
and the CBS logo tiles in the main entry lobby and adjacent corridor. The subject property meets 
four of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.

CBS Television City "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state, or 
community" for its association with the television industry and its significant role in the economic 
development of Los Angeles. With the post-war spread of television ownership, television began to 
reshape the culture of both the United States and Los Angeles. Though the medium grew out of 
movie and radio industries already well-established in Los Angeles, television’s electronic 
production required a new type of facility to fully and economically meet a growing demand for 
programming. CBS Television City fulfilled this demand in the early years of television as the first 
large-scale, all-new facility in the country designed to meet the mass-production of television 
programming. Television production continues to remain a major contributor to the economy of Los 
Angeles.

CBS Television City “is identified with historic personages or with important events in the main 
currents of national, State or local history” for its association with radio and television pioneer 
William S. Paley. The property is also associated with numerous individuals, including television 
stars, who may be considered significant within the history of television. In addition, as the 
headquarters of a major television production studio, it is linked with notable events in television 
that are related to the broader development of television production.

CBS Television City “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, 
inherently valuable for study of a period, style, or method of construction” as an excellent example 
of an International Style television broadcasting studio. The International Style is defined by its 
expression of a building’s function and structure, expressed in the efficient expression of functional 
systems and simplified forms without the addition of traditional ornamentation. The two main 
rectangular blocks of CBS Television City reflect their internal functions: a steel frame eastern block 
for offices faced by a large glass curtain wall, and a primarily windowless western block for the
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production studios. Efficiency in coordinating the movement of materials and people, the integration 
of the latest television cameras, lighting, air conditioning, and studio audience access, all shaped 
the design of what is an entertainment factory. Further, the subject property displays characteristic 
elements of International Style architecture that includes concrete, steel, and glass construction; a 
flat roof; glass curtain walls; and an articulated ground floor set back behind pilotis.

CBS Television City is also a significant work of renowned architects William Pereira and Charles 
Luckman, meeting the criterion of being "a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his or her age.” An early milestone in their partnership, the 
success of CBS Television City contributed to their becoming one of the largest and most influential 
architecture firms in the region. Its design is also a significant landmark in the evolution of Pereira’s 
design sensibility, reflecting his mastery of Modernism, which allowed him to move in more 
adventurous directions, such as the LAX Theme Building. Television City’s complex functional 
organization also reflected his growing interest in large scale planning, later seen in the city plan for 
Irvine. Following the dissolution of Pereira and Luckman’s firm in 1958, both architects went on to 
have successful careers, designing hundreds of buildings in Southern California and nationwide.

The subject property is intact and retains a high level of integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. The original setting was altered in when the lawn and ivy 
areas at the north fa?ade were replaced with a surface parking lot and the curving walkways at the 
front lawn were replaced with a single straight walkway in 1976, and when fencing, gates, and 
parking attendant kiosks were added in 1998. Character-defining features of the property include:

Site:

• Location at the corner of Beverly Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue, with the Primary Studio 
Complex set back and facing Beverly

Primary Studio Complex:

• Overall form, massing, and configuration of the Primary Studio Complex, with north/south- 
sloping grade from the north end of the entry bridge to the primary complex fa?ade

• "Floating” appearance, with columns (pilotis) at open ground story
• Exterior concourses with railings and angled fin stanchions at first story
• Central concrete entry bridge with walls, planters, railing, canopy, and metal "X” supports
• Glass curtain wall at north and east fa?ades of Service Building
• Projecting planters and shed roof canopy at exterior of entry lobby, north fa?ade of Service 

Building
• Cladding of concrete panels and corrugated steel decking material
• Black and white color scheme with red accents
• Prominent wall-mounted signage at corners of the Service Building
• CBS Logo Tiles in the main entry lobby and continuing along the south wall of the entrance 

hallway immediately east of the lobby

Future Exterior Viewshed Features of the Primary Studio Complex as Seen from Adjacent Public
Areas along Beverly Boulevard:

• Central entryway bridge
• Signage on the central entryway bridge
• Signage at the western corner of the Service Building
• View of the intersection between the western portion of the Service Building and Studio 

Building so that it is possible to "read” the structures as two asymmetrically connected 
volumes (See Exhibit 1a)
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• Glass curtain wall of the Service Building, including a sufficient expanse of the eastern 
corner of the Service Building to cause the Service Building glass curtain wall to read as a 
three-dimensional cube (See Exhibit 1b) (it being understood that the lower portions of the 
wall and fa?ade may not be visible from public areas)

There has been substantial alteration of the site along Beverly Boulevard over time. For example, 
views of the Primary Studio Complex are currently obstructed by solar panels, an exterior security 
fence and plantings. Nevertheless, if alterations are proposed to the Primary Studio Complex in the 
future, restoration of the historic viewshed from Beverly Boulevard in a manner that incorporates 
appropriate security measures for the property’s use is strongly encouraged and CBS has agreed to 
the following measure to help achieve that goal.

Historically, and notwithstanding the fact that the Pereira and Luckman Master Plan envisioned 
significant construction between Beverly Boulevard and the Primary Studio Complex, the view most 
closely associated with the building was from the northwest looking southeast at the Primary Studio 
Complex and its entryway bridge and canopy (see photographs labeled as Exhibits 1a and 1b for 
an illustration of the Exterior Viewshed Features enumerated above). Accordingly, in order to 
achieve restoration of meaningful views of the Exterior Viewshed Features enumerated above, all 
future construction located within a rectangular "Future Viewshed Restoration Area” (See Exhibit 2) 
extending approximately 430 linear feet along Beverly Boulevard from 7811 Beverly Boulevard on 
the west to Genesee Avenue on the east and extending southward toward the Primary Studio 
Complex would be reviewed by the City to determine whether the Exterior Viewshed Features 
would become or remain visible notwithstanding the proposed new construction, and consistent 
with the criteria below. It is expressly understood that in order to achieve meaningful views, any 
future development within this Future Viewshed Restoration Area should not reduce views of the 
enumerated Exterior Viewshed Features to mere slivers or glimpses. The actual view corridors 
within the Future Viewshed Restoration Area that will be needed to achieve the requisite standards 
will vary depending on the size, location and design of a future development proposal. Within such 
project-specific (to-be-determined) view corridors, it is assumed that such buildings would not 
exceed two-thirds the height of the existing Primary Studio Complex, and that one-story buildings 
would be acceptable throughout the Future Viewshed Restoration Area. Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, this requirement does not absolutely prohibit structures that are higher than the two- 
thirds limit, so long as such structures do not interfere with the mandated view corridors.

Inclusion of this voluntarily agreed upon viewshed restoration effort is not intended to prohibit all 
development within the Future Viewshed Restoration Area (indeed, it is anticipated that 
development will occur within portions of the Future Viewshed Restoration Area), and does not 
require continuous views of the enumerated Exterior Viewshed Features along Beverly for the 
entire width of the Future Viewshed Restoration Area. Rather, the Future Viewshed Restoration 
Area establishes the maximum area within which the impact on historically significant views of the 
Primary Studio Complex must be evaluated as part of any future redevelopment effort of the 
Primary Studio Complex. This measure also does not restrict the maintenance, repair and 
replacement of existing security fencing, solar panels and/or any other improvements within the 
Future Viewshed Restoration Area.
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Exhibit 1a: Illustration of Enumerated Exterior Viewshed Features Based on a No-Longer Extant 
View from Beverly Boulevard
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Exhibit 1b: Illustration of One Possible View of the Eastern Corner of the Service Building Showing 
the Glass Curtain Wall as a Three-Dimensional Cube
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Exhibit 2: Future Viewshed Restoration Area (as defined in and subject to all requirements and 
limitations set forth in the Character-Defining Features included in the Revised Conservancy 
Nomination adopted for CHC-2018-476-HCM)

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of CBS Television City as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future 
construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section 
22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to a 
Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without 
the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and integrity of 
the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new construction and the 
demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
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Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the 
historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the 
subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction of 
historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2018-477-CE was prepared on April 12, 2018.


