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September 1, 2018

The Honorable David Ryu
Health Education and Neighborhood Councils Committee 
City of Los Angeles 
200 North Spring Street, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Chair Ryu:

For many years, our non-profit organization has been providing information and technical 
assistance to landlords, tenants and policy makers who have been concerned about the problem 
of smoking and vaping in multi-unit housing. We are very grateful that you are also concerned 
about this problem.

Instituting a ban on smoking and vaping in all multi-unit housing in the city of Los Angeles will 
be of enormous benefit to the health and welfare of all residents of apartments and 
condominiums

It has been known for some time that tobacco smoke will travel from unit to unit in an apartment 
condominium building and will also enter units when people are smoking outside on 

balconies/patios and in outdoor common areas. In 2011, the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health published research which showed that “toxic tobacco smoke particles comparable 
to a smoky casino” were found in apartments and condos of non-smokers.

In 2006, the California Air Resources Board, which regulates outdoor air, identified secondhand 
smoke as a toxic air contaminant that “may cause and/or contribute to death or serious illness.” 
According to the U.S. Surgeon General, some of the illnesses which can be caused by exposure 
to secondhand smoke include heart disease and heart attacks, strokes, emphysema, chronic 
bronchitis, asthma and all kinds of cancers. Secondhand smoke can also cause ectopic 
pregnancy, miscarriage, low birth weight, and damage to DNA in sperm.

In 2015, the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) reported in their publication, 
“Vital Signs” that “more than one in three non-smokers who live in rental housing are exposed to 
secondhand smoke.” During the years 2000 to 2015, our organization, with funding from the 
California Department of Public Health, conducted surveys of apartment and condominium
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residents and confirmed the same high levels of exposure in several cities in Los Angeles 
County, including the city of Los Angeles.

The recent de-criminalization of marijuana poses a new health threat to residents of multi-unit 
housing since marijuana smoke has also been found by the California Environmental Protection 
Agency to be a carcinogen. In 2009, marijuana smoke was added to the list of chemicals on Prop. 
65 that can cause cancer.

Approximately 90 cities and counties in California have already enacted legislation to protect 
residents of multi-unit housing from the illnesses which can be caused by smoking and vaping. 
Many of these policies include marijuana.

Again, we appreciate your support of the motion and fervently hope that in the near future a 
majority of the members of the City Council will join with you and Councilmember Koretz so 
that smokefree air in units and common areas can become a reality for the residents of 
apartments and condos in Los Angeles.

Sincerely,

Esther Schiller, Director
Smokefree Air For Everyone (S.A.F.E.) and the
Smokefree Apartment House Registry
www.smokefreeapartments.org
818-427-8921 (cell) ~
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