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Eric (Roderico) Villanueva <eric.villanueva@lacity.org>

Letter of Support - Council File 18-0549 
1 message

LA County RAM Workgroup <lacountyram@gmail.com> Mon, Oct 1, 2018 at 1:57 PM
To: Eric.Villanueva@lacity.org
Cc: john.yi@lung.org

Good afternoon Mr. Villanueva,
 
Enclosed is our letter of support for the motion under Council File 18-0549. Thank you.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Melanie To 
RAM Secretary 
 
--  

Learn more at: www.lacountyram.org/ 
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October 1, 2018 

 

Los Angeles City Council 

200 N Spring St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012  

 

RE: In Support of Smoke-free Multiunit Housing Policy in the City of Los Angeles - Council File 18-

0549 

 

 

Dear Members of the Los Angeles City Council: 

We are encouraged by the recent action by the Los Angeles City Council in directing its staff to look into 

smoke-free multiunit housing for the City of Los Angeles. We are the Los Angeles County Rethinking 

Access to Marijuana (RAM), a coalition group of community-based organizations throughout Los Angeles 

County, who strives to protect the public health and safety of youth from marijuana-related harms. 

 

According to the U.S. Surgeon General, there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke. 

Therefore, we believe that everyone has a right to breathe clean healthy air, especially where people live. 

And while many Californians have made the choice to not allow smoking inside their homes, many living 

in apartments and condominiums are still exposed to drifting toxic secondhand smoke. More than one in 

three nonsmokers who live in rental housing are still exposed to secondhand smoke, which drifts from 

neighboring units, patios, balconies and common areas into nonsmokers’ units through open windows, 

doors and shared ventilation systems.  

 

In a UCLA survey of multiunit housing property owners, nearly 63% said they supported but did not have 

smoke-free policies. The same survey also shows that minority populations living in multiunit housing are 

disproportionally exposed to secondhand smoke (41% of Latinos, 33% of African Americans, 31% of 

Asian Americans have reported experiencing drifting secondhand smoke). 1 Furthermore, according to 

another UCLA study, smoke free policies in apartments can save the state up to $18 million in cleaning 

costs.1 

 

By prohibiting smoking in 100% of units, including patios and balconies along with common areas, and 

ensuring that all residents are aware of these rules, L.A. can protect both residents and property owners 

from major health and property costs.  

 

Many of our RAM members work in the diverse communities of the city and have the opportunity to listen 

to their concerns. Community residents often approach us about the issue of tobacco and marijuana smoke 

in their multiunit housing. Many of them, especially parents, complain about how smoke transmits 

throughout their building and even sometimes into their own homes whenever their windows are open. Our 

community members are concerned about the smell and the potential health adverse effects from the 

second-hand smoke.  

 

Passing a strong policy to prohibit smoking in multi-unit housing is a significant next step in the City of 

Los Angeles’ efforts to protect the health and well-being of its citizens. We look forward to working with 

you and thank you for your leadership on this important public health issue! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sokhom Phou, RAM Chair 

9300 Imperial Hwy.,  

ECW 3212  

Downey, CA 90242 

phou_sokhom@lacoe.edu 

 


	18-0549_pc_10-1-2018cover
	18-0549_pc_10-1-2018

