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April 22, 2019 

 

The Honorable David Ryu 

Health Education and Neighborhood Councils Committee  

City of Los Angeles  

200 North Spring Street, Room 395  

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

RE: Support for Smoke-free Multi-Unit Housing Policy in L.A. (Council File 18-0549) 

 

Dear Chair Ryu: 

 

BREATHE California of Los Angeles County (BREATHE LA) strongly supports efforts to reduce the 

impact of secondhand smoke in multiunit housing.  Instituting a ban on smoking and vaping in all multi-

unit housing in the city of Los Angeles will be of enormous benefit to the health and welfare of all 

residents of apartments and condominiums. 

 

Smoking and secondhand smoke cause life threatening diseases. According to the California Department 

of Public Health, it is estimated that nearly 40,000 Californians die each year from diseases caused by 

smoking and secondhand smoke exposure. California’s smoke-free air laws protect non-smokers from the 

deadly consequences of secondhand smoke exposure and reinforce social behaviors against the habit of 

smoking, which can encourage people who smoke to finally quit. 

 

BREATHE California of Los Angeles County (BREATHE LA) is a non-profit organization that promotes 

clean air and healthy lungs through research, education, advocacy and technology.  For over 50 years, we 

have been at the forefront of efforts to reduce smoking by discouraging tobacco use among young people, 

supporting smokers in their efforts to quit, and protecting nonsmokers from secondhand smoke.   

 

We appreciate your support of Council Member Koretz’s motion to ban smoking in multi-unit housing 

and urge other members of the Council to have Los Angeles join approximately 90 other cities and 

counties in California that have already enacted legislation to protect residents of multi-unit housing from 

the health and quality of life impacts of smoking and vaping.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Marc Carrel 

President & CEO 


