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September 25, 2018
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N Spring St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: In Support of Smokefree Multiunit Housing Policy in the City of Los Angeles - Council File 18-0549

Dear Members of the Los Angeles City Council:

We are encouraged by the recent action by the Los Angeles City Council in directing its staff to look into smokefree multiunit 
housing for the City of Los Angeles. My husband and I are both tobacco control advocates, after watching family members 
and friends suffer from respiratory illnesses.

According to the U.S. Surgeon General, there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke. Therefore, we believe 
that everyone has a right to breathe clean healthy air, especially where people live. And while many Californians have made 
the choice to not allow smoking inside their homes, many living in apartments and condominiums are still exposed to drifting 
toxic secondhand smoke. More than one in three nonsmokers who live in rental housing are still exposed to secondhand 
smoke, which drifts from neighboring units, patios, balconies and common areas into nonsmokers' units through open 
windows, doors and shared ventilation systems.

In a UCLA survey of multiunit housing property owners, nearly 63% said they supported but did not have smoke-free policies. 
The same survey also shows that minority populations living in multiunit housing are disproportionally exposed to 
secondhand smoke (41% of Latinos, 33% of African Americans, 31% of Asian Americans have reported experiencing drifting 
secondhand smoke).1 Furthermore, according to another UCLA study, smoke free policies in apartments can save the state 
up to $18 million in cleaning costs.2

By prohibiting smoking in 100% of units, including patios and balconies along with common areas, and ensuring that all 
residents are aware of these rules, L.A. can protect both residents and property owners from major health and property 
costs.

When my grandson was first born, his parents lived in multiunit housing above a couple that both chain-smoked. We could 
not leave windows or the patio door open, whenever they were home. The secondhand smoke would pour in from below. 
My family had to move to protect their children from the exposure.

Passing a strong policy to prohibit smoking in multi-unit housing is the next step in L.A.'s efforts to protect the health and 
well-being of its citizens. We look forward to working you and thank you for your leadership on this important issue!
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Sincerely,
Guadulesa Rivera 
Visual Artist 
The Guadulesa Studio 
1051 N. Avenue 49, Los Angeles, CA 90042-2251 
(323) 550-1021 
Guadulesa222@gmail.com
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1 Ying-Ving Meng, DrPH; Vanessa Lam, BA; Daniel Hanaya, MPP; Tamanna Rahman, MPH; Marlene Gomez, MPH; Peggy Toy, 
MA; Steven Wallace, PhD. UCLA "Apartment Owners Support Nonsmoking Policies in Los Angeles." March 2016
2 Ong MK, Diamant AL, Zhou Q, Park H-Y, Kaplan RM. Estimates of Smoking-Related Property Costs in California Multiunit 
Housing. American Journal of Public Health. 2012
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