
July 26, 2018

Honorable Councilmember Jose Huizar 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee Chair 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Chairman Huizar:

I am writing to express The Panorama City Chamber of Commerce’s hill support for The Icon 
Panorama project.

As you are aware, the site has been a vacant, boarded up eye-sore in the heart of one of LA’s 
most vibrant and diverse communities. Ever since the Montgomery Ward went out of business 
almost two decades ago, the site has attracted graffiti, gangs, and homeless encampments. 
Having such a large site on such a prominent boulevard has led to a feeling of despair amongst 
the residents of Panorama City.

While the rest of Los Angeles has enjoyed tremendous development and economic boom, 
Panorama City has continued to languish. There have been two failed attempts in the past to 
revitalize the site, both of which were headed by out of state developers.

When I first met the developers of Icon Panorama back in 2016,1 was pleasantly surprised. Both 
Eran Fields and Billy Ruvelson are local and live in Los Angeles. I met with Billy and asked him 
if he would be interested in re-starting the Panorama City Chamber of Commerce which had 
been dormant for almost 15 years and he immediately agreed.

Billy very quickly became an integral part of our Chamber. In just over 2 years, we went from 0 
members to over 150. Billy is an active Board Member attending nearly every meeting and 
participating in our events. Unlike many large developers who use attorneys and professional 
outreach groups to interact with the community, The Icon Company’s principals do it 
themselves.

This development is absolutely critical for the revitalization of Panorama City and the 
surrounding communities. We desperately need this dynamic mixed-use project with its 
proposed community park that will become the social hub of our community. We deserve such a 
quality project.

After driving around other parts of Los Angeles such as North Hollywood and Koreatown and 
seeing their beautiful new developments, it is disappointing to return to Panorama City and not 
see the same. Our community was once known as the heart of the San Fernando Valley. With 
this new project and those that will follow it, we will be beating strong once again. We applaud 
The Icon Company for coming into an area that was considered unworthy of development until 
recently.

The Icon Panorama makes excellent sense for the community for the following reasons:



We lack new and attractive housing. Panorama City is the densest residential 
neighborhood in the San Fernando Valley yet much of the current housing stock is older 
and run down. The Icon development will cause other landlords to invest in their older 
buildings which in turn will improve the quality of housing for everyone. Unlike most 
redevelopments that remove older apartments to make way for newer ones, their property 
is nothing but boarded up retail, thus no residents will be displaced.
The Icon development will include a beautifully landscaped park that will provide a 
sorely needed gathering spot for the community.
Panorama City lacks a good experiential retail center. While we do have retail, it is 
mostly in lackluster strip malls. The Icon project will include active and pedestrian 
friendly retail that will become a favorite destination for Panorama City residents and 
visitors from surrounding communities. Today, few outsiders ever come to Panorama 
City.
Mass transit is already in extremely close proximity to Icon Panorama’s location. The 
Van Nuys Metrolink station is just five blocks south of the development site. From the 
station you can get to downtown LA, Burbank, Anaheim, and over 25 other important 
destinations quickly and efficiently. With the recent approval of the milestone Van Nuys 
light rail project, a new nine mile stretch of line will have a stop just one block away and 
will connect directly to the Orange line. Panorama City is ideally located for anyone who 
commutes using the 405, 5, 118, 170, or the 101 freeways.
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We applaud The Icon Company and emphatically endorse the project as it will add jobs, sales 
and property tax revenues, new housing units, a landscaped park, and pedestrian-friendly retail to 
a community that has been neglected for decades. More importantly, it will clean up a derelict 
and unsafe site and turn it into a vibrant, mixed use community that will act as a catalyst for 
much needed future developments in the area.

Yours truly,

THE PANORAMA CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Saul Mejia 
President


