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Fwd: CF 18-0600-S84: Communication from Public (please post before 1 p.m. 3-20-'19 
Public Works and Gang Reduction meeting

City of Los Angeles Mail - Fwd: CF 18-0600-S84: Communication from Public (please post before 1 p.m. 3-20-'19 Public Works and Gan...

Anna Martinez <anna.martinez@lacity.org>
To: Clerk Council and Public Services <Clerk.CPS@lacity.org>

Wed, Mar 20, 2019 at 9:01 AM

----------Forwarded message----------
From: Joanne D'Antonio <trees@ncsa.la>
Date: Wed, Mar 20, 2019 at 8:45 AM
Subject: Re: CF 18-0600-S84: Communication from Public (please post before 1 p.m. 3-20-19 Public Works and Gang 
Reduction meeting
To: michael.espinosa@lacity.org <michael.espinosa@lacity.org>, <CityClerk@lacity.org>

The attached statement has been approved by the Board of Directors of the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance 
and its Trees Committee.

Please do you your best to post before the meeting.

Thanks so much!
Joanne D'Antonio
Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance, Trees Committee Chair
Sustainability Representative; Board Member, Greater Valley Glen Council
NCSA Representative, Urban Forestry Management Plan Working Group
idantonio@greatervalleyglencouncil.org
trees@ncsa.ia
(818) 387-8631

-o Tree Inventory letter CF 18-0600-S84 (1).pdf
^ 133K
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NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
SUSTA NABILITY
ALL ANCE
Trees Committee

March 19, 2019

City of Los Angeles City Council Members
c/o Michael Espinosa, City Clerk's Office
City Hall, Room 395
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Via Email: michael.espinosa@lacity.org

CF 18-0600-S84: Updating Street Tree Inventory and Access to Grant FundingRe:

The Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance Trees Committee is heartened to see that the City is recognizing 
the value and imperative of a healthy urban forest for climate change mitigation and for quality of life for all 
Angelenos. However, the NCSA Trees Committee feels strongly in opposition to conducting a tree inventory of 
street trees utilizing volunteers and non-professionals as described in the report to City Council by Controller Ron 
Galperin in Council File 19-0188, and in the Bureau of Street Services report on budget recommendations 
pertaining to Urban Forestry: CF 18-0600-S84, CF 18-0600-S85, CF 18-0600- S86, and CF 15-0467-S6.

Currently, the Los Angeles Bureau of Street Services is unable to calculate net loss or gain of the City's tree canopy 
and does not maintain data on park trees or trees on private property. Existing data is from 1996 and obsolete, 
and the management of LA's urban forest is a piecemeal effort and hampered by inadequate resources. The City 
has primarily relied upon land use requirements and ordinances to promote the protection of trees. It has never 
developed a maintenance or master urban forest plan or undertaken a native tree inventory. And while we all 
work on improving policies and practices, the City of Los Angeles continues to rapidly lose mature trees. As much 
as 55 percent of the green cover was lost from 2000 to 2009, with almost no single area spared the decline (Lee et 
al., 2017). How much more have we lost in the last decade?

While we agree that a tree inventory and maintenance software are absolutely vital to the function of Urban 
Forestry and that these are badly needed quickly, this non-professional enterprise could be a waste of time and 
money unless it is conducted by an outside professional inventory company employing certified arborists who do 
an "in-person" evaluation of the City's street trees - trees that sometimes, but not always, have been subjected to 
invasive insects, have often been over-pruned due to less frequent pruning schedules, and can be mistaken for 
dead during certain times of the year unless inspected by a professional.

Although there are short term cost-saving benefits of using trainees, it remains important to consider data quality, 
cost, time, and trainee uptake. Now is not the time to cut corners by using a less efficient, less accurate or 
incomplete tree inventory approach. Data collection should aim to provide a maximum level of data to allow wise 
and informed decision- making. The added cost of a professional inventory will save money by enhancing public 
safety through providing proper risk assessment. Additionally a professional inventory may also open the door to 
future grant funding from a variety of sources.

mailto:michael.espinosa@lacity.org


The Urban Forestry Division can acquire the same Davey software as Recreation and Parks but must follow the 
good example of the County of Los Angeles and populate the software using unbiased and expert professionals to 
determine the species and condition of each tree.

It has also been suggested that measuring the urban forest to inform policy may only require determining tree 
canopy cover. But this variable fails to differentiate between individual trees and does not describe the health and 
condition, the three-dimensional structure, nor the diversity of the urban forest. A more comprehensive set of 
variables is required to improve urban forest management. This data may include the location of each tree, its 
species, and basic structural variables like height and diameter at breast height (DBH). To estimate ecosystem 
services, more detailed structural variables may be required, including estimation of tree volume and leaf area 
(Nowak et al., 2008a). To minimize risk in the urban forest, a city needs to regularly update tree condition and 
keep records of all maintenance activities conducted on publicly owned trees, including planting date as well as 
details about who planted the tree, why it was planted, and who is responsible for irrigation and maintenance, 
and for how long.

The ground-based approach by a third-party arborist entity remains the most efficient, accurate, complete, and 
precise means to measuring the urban forest. Without detailed data (location, structure, and condition), which can 
only be obtained when a certified arborist is standing in front of the tree, it is not possible to estimate ecosystem 
services or urban forest value, nor to develop informed policies, strategies, and management plans.

We urge you to provide strong leadership now and take the first step to significantly strengthen Los Angeles's 
urban forest by requiring a complete ground-based professional tree inventory by a third party certified arborist 
professional entity for the maximum level of data collection to develop informed policy, strategy, and 
management that protects and maximizes the benefits of a thriving urban forest.

Respectfully,

Joanne D'Antonio
Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance, Trees Committee Chair
Sustainability Representative, Board Member, Greater Valley Glen Council
NCSA Representative, Urban Forestry Management Plan Working Group
jdantonio@greatervalleyglencouncil.org
trees@ncsa.ia
(818) 387-8631
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