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In recent research published by Tenants Together, a statewide tenants' advocacy group, court records
show an average of 166,337 unlawful detainer (UD) eviction cases filed per year over the last three years
in California, with an average of 54,239 of them in Los Angeles County. The number for the City of Los
Angeles was not broken out, but could be credibly estimated at around 60%, or 30,000. This average
annualized figure is considerably higher than the number of units subject to Ellis Act evictions reported
by the City's Housing and Community Investment Department (HCID), presumably because it includes
other categories of evictions.
With the 2018 Homeless Count showing nearly 10,000 people experiencing homelessness for the first
time, it can be reasonably concluded that the combined impacts of evictions and rental housing
unaffordability are contributing substantially to the homelessness crisis in Los Angeles.
As the aforementioned report notes, "The data represents the tip of the iceberg when it comes to
displacement. Most evictions do not go through the court process since landlords give eviction notices
prior to the filing of unlawful detainer eviction lawsuits. Tenants who are served with this first notice to
terminate tenancy know that they have limited rights and limited access to legal representation. In
many cases, landlords serve a notice and tenants just move out. For every tenant facing a court filed
eviction, there are others displaced from their homes who do not show up in court filing data because
they moved by the end of the notice period. Currently, there is no statewide data on the number of
notices to terminate tenancy served on tenants because California law does not require those notices to
be filed with any government agency."
In addition to calling for further tracking of eviction notices, not just court filings, tenant advocates and
academic observers are promoting increased statewide protections for tenants (several of which stalled
or were defeated in the state legislature during the current term) and a basic "right to counsel" to
ensure that legal counsel is available for tenants facing eviction. A right to counsel law was approved by
voters in San Francisco in June 2018, and New York City adopted such a law in 2017. Because the rental
housing crisis exists throughout California, the state should be encouraged to provide this protection to
all tenants who need it, but in the meantime, the City should act to provide the right to counsel as soon
as possible for the 60%-plus of its residents who are renters.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Housing and Community Investment Department be instructed to work
with the Chief Legislative Analyst and the City Attorney to develop recommendations, including
prospective costs and funding sources, for a City of Los Angeles "right to counsel" ordinance and/or
program to ensure that tenants have access to the information and representation they need when
faced with alleged landlord harassment, rental agreemept^ind lease issues, and eviction for any reason,
and report back to the City Council within 120 days.
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