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Comment on Agenda Item 18-0760: Seattle-Tacoma International Airport aircraft theft

Dear Trade, Travel and Tourism Committee Members Buscaino, Bonin and Krekorian:

Your timely motion is worthy of support. In the past 20 years, we have seen two incidents where pilots committed suicide and 
mass homicide using commercial aircraft:

1. EgyptAir flight 990, October 31, 1999. This flight had originated at LAX. According to the National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB), the relief first officer had purposely crashed the Boeing 767 widebody aircraft into the Atlantic 
Ocean following take-off from New York-JFK Airport to Cairo, Egypt. 217 people died in the crash, including several 
passengers from Southern California.

2. German Wings flight 9525, March 24, 2015. The first officer locked the captain out of the cockpit and crashed the 
Airbus A320 aircraft into the French Alps. 144 passengers and crew died.

Commercial aircraft theft is very rare- most commercial aircraft do not have locks on the outside cabin doors and there are no 
keys to start-up the airplane. General aviation theft can be a problem and these aircraft do have key locks for doors and the 
engine ignition.

Some key questions to ask:
1. Does LAWA have the capability to assess behavior of LAX and VNY badge holders for behavior that could lead to 

aircraft theft and/or other crimes? Should the threat assessment responsibility be more incumbent on the badge 
sponsor [i.e. airport tenant] such as an airline, ground handling service company, etc.?

2. What is LAWA doing now in helping to prevent aircraft theft?
3. What is LAWA doing in response to an aircraft theft?
4. What should be LAWA’s role in the case of aircraft theft? Can LAWA do anything to physically prevent a stolen 

aircraft from taking off?
5. While not theft, how does LAWA interact with banks and finance companies that are seeking to repossess 

commercial and general aviation aircraft?

Sincerely,
Robert Acherman
Past Chairman, Airport Relations Committee, Neighborhood Council of Westchester/Playa
1504 Enaracia Ave
Torrance. CA 90501
(310) 927-2127
robertacherman@aol.com

https://mail.google.eom/mail/#inbox/1655ce299e5faf4d 1/1

mailto:carmen.richardson@lacity.org
mailto:robertacherman@aol.com
https://mail.google.eom/mail/%23inbox/1655ce299e5faf4d

