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January 27, 2019

Dear City of Venice Council,

I was shocked to hear about people fighting the reinvention of the property 
locate at Westminster Street in Venice.

This fight is over a vacant building that was deserted and stands in a state 
of disrepair. A building that under most circumstances would be torn down. 
There was no fight when the church left the city and no fight when the 
building has stood abandoned.

This project should be based wholly on its merits and nothing else. 
Yet it has become a forum for angry persons who are not even part 
of the church. For whatever reason they are using Jay’s purchase of 
the church as a symbol of their misplaced anger. The process has 
turned into venue for these people to attack and unfairly name call 
die Penske family all sorts of names.

The church chose to leave die community and sell the building 
because the cost to repair and restore it was draining the resources 
that diey needed to operate die church. And now the church is 
getting chastised for it and the Penske family vilified for it.

The Penske family purchased die property with the sincere plan to 
restore the property to an even more glorious place of worship for 
their own family and friends.

I support die use of this building for a family home for the Penske’s.

With thanks, j j )-
Young Ko /
10 Hi Pandora Avenue Ijos Angeles, CA 90021



February 7,2019

Jay Penske
Penske Media Corporation 
11175 Santa Monica Blvd, 
Los Angeles, CA 90025

Dear Jay,

"People like to say that the conflict is between good and evil, but real conflict is between 
truth and lies.” Don Miguel Ruiz

It must be disheartening when you and Elaine set out with good and honorable intentions 
to purchase a church in Venice to create a wonderful home for your family. Your situation 
reminds me how each of us has a choice to play the victim, villain or hero in our own lives.

The First Baptist Church chose to be a hero in this situation because they knew by selling 
and moving their congregation to Westchester, they saved their members and the never 
ending operational bills they were faced with daily, due to the dilapidation of the old and 
crumbling building.

Then, a group of non-church members decide to jump into your business and play the role of 
victims in the situation by telling falsehoods that you want to tear down a historical property, 
and go onto disparage you and your family. They falsely have presented lies to the public to 
justify their unjust position. It is clear by their dubious actions and website, this is a couple 
of corrupt people who clearly have issues with people who are wealthy, successful and 
empowered.

Next, you and Elaine are thrust onto stage, put under the spotlight and unjustly thrown into 
the villain parts, where you've have been unfairly yelled at, called names and slandered by 
these people who are actually the real villains of the story.

I am really sorry you have been faced with this conflict between truth and lies, and support 
you on journey to win your case so you can create your happy home in Venice. It is important 
the court know that you are not only a kind, loving and supportive son, brother, husband, 
father and friend, but are an encouraging, supportive and hero to all the people who work for 
you at Penske Media.

I have faith that the city council will see the real truth of the situation and good will prevail.

ith war: ;ards,

Marta M. Mobley 
5395 Churchwood Drive 
Oak Park, CA 91377 
310-365-7172



February 3, 2019

I was shocked to hear what is going on with Jay Penske’s project in Venice.

How could this have happened? Jay happens to be a great, law abiding and 
successful man who simply wants to raise his family in the Venice area. Elaine 
and him have the best intentions to raise their family in the area and be a credit 
to the city and their community.

How come it is okay for a handful of angry individuals to block their position to 
build their home in the area after they have already invested so much money into 
the project.

It is sad and unfortunate that anger and bigotry reins in the community and is 
not supportive of the advantage their family will bring to the area.

I support Jay and his family in their plight and am here to assist them in their 
fight.

Please let me know what I can do to help.

Dear Council Members of Venice,

Onno Rahlfs 
23 Misty Meadows 
Irvine, CA 92612



January 23, 2019

Dear Venice Council

I write your commission in support of Jay Penske buying and 
remodeling the dilapidated church on 7th and Westminster. Only 
a visionary like him could envision creating a beautiful home in 
this area. I know very few people who would take a leap of faith 
and invest so much money into the Venice community.

What a nice idea to remodel and old church into his home and 
turn an ugly parking lot into a beautiful garden. It is not often 
neighbors get a glimpse of peace and tranquility as they walk 
down the half-mile stretch, running through Venice on 
Westminster Street. Most people are dressed in beach clothes, 
roller-skating or carrying surfboards. In parts of the city it's urban 
hip and other areas low income, but if Jay believes in the area, 
and wants to raise his family there, then Venice is lucky for it.

I have not doubt that his presence in the community is anything 
like he runs his company, the city of Venice will be well cared for 
and have much more prosperity.

Sincerely,
Paul Woolnough



January 16, 2019

My name is Nelson Anderson and I support Jay Penske's project to refurbish the church on 
Westminster into his home.

From my understanding, much of the actual Venice community supports this project. I feel the 
relatively small number of people who don't support this project fall into 3 groups:

First, people who oppose everything because they feel this is a venue for them to feel heard.

Second, people who have falsely been told that a malicious individual is coming in to destroy a 
functioning African American church and its congregation. To be clear, that continues to be a 
misrepresentation.

Third, people who are coming from a place of racism, or reverse racism toward the Penske family. 
However you label that, it's sad that it's rearing it's head in these proceedings.

Again, I support this project.

Sincerely.

Nelson Anderson 
651 Starbright Court 
Simi Valley, CA 93065 
milesandmiles@att.net 
310-720-6282

mailto:milesandmiles@att.net
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March 1,2019

Dear City of Venice,

I totally support Jay and Elaine on the big leap of faith project to 
renovate an old church in Venice. I think there have been many 
misunderstandings and misleading statements coming from others 
misplaced anger due to their lack of understanding.

Jay and Elaine want to make Venice their home and invest in the 
community, not displace or hurt the community. The building was 
abandoned and has been empty for almost five years.

There are far more positive facts and legal merits to move forward on 
this project than not. This is not about saving a church because the 
church still exists in another city and is thriving.

The solution is to help to make the neighborhood more beautiful and 
appealing to other potential home buyers and current residents who 
may be inspired to remodel their own homes which will increase home 
values in the area.

It would be a win-win solution for everyone involved, including the First 
Baptist Church who has benefited for the sale of the building.

I urge the council to support Jay and Elaine in their effort to create a 
home in Venice to raise their family in.

Kind regards,

Louise Falconer 
2319 Oak Street 
Santa Monica, CA 9405



Feb 4, 2019

To the City of Venice,

Please accept this sharing as an enthusiastic support of not only 

the respectful characters of Jay Penske and Elaine Irwin, but 

my sincere support of them creating a home in Venice. How 

blessed they are to be able to restore the old Baptism Church.

They are kind and generous couple who do so much for others 

it is no wonder they want to restore the church and make it into 

a beautiful home. I can also imagine how great it will be that 

the overall project will

I have no doubt in the end, the community of Venice will be 

very grateful for their investment in the community.

Sincerely,

Oscar Pecheco

3342 W.8,h Street 

Inglewood, CA 90305



January 12,2019

Dear VNC,

As your council considers Jay Penske and Elaine Irwin’s project to reuse the old First 
Baptist Church into a new home, I want to let you know that I 100% commend and support 
them on this big undertaking.

The property had been abandoned for years, and the area is in much need of care.

I believe their investment in our city will be a great example for others who might want follow 
in their footsteps.

When people lead, other people will follow. Jay is a leader and after working with him for 
many years, I can assure you that you could not have a more passionate, caring and considerate 
man to take on this project. He will take great care that the property will be simple, yet elegant, 
and design the house to fit into the unique background of Venice.

The city of Venice will benefit greatly by having their family part of the community.

Sincerely,

Julio Cesar Molina 
14013 Estero Road 
La Mirada, CA 90638



SANDY KALIN

5720 West Centinela Blvd 

Los Angeles, CA 90065

January 21, 2019

Dear Venice City Planning Committee,

I support this project for many reasons.

I was surprised to hear that Jay Penske was having such a difficult 

time getting the permit to start the renovation of his new home in 

Venice.

After I heard his story, I did research and learned that the people who are 

fighting against it are no longer part of the church at 685 Westminster. The 

old members left several years ago and an empty shell of the church was 

left to rot and decay.

I looked at the church's website and it seems like the church is doing very 

well and are happy at their new home. And it does not look like they are 

ever planning to come back because they happily sold the church's 

building to Mr. Penske.

It is also believed that these handful of activists are not even current 

members of the church, but are fighting to save their church. How can 

people who are non-members have anything to do with an organization they



do not belong to? Just because they are speaking out and waving their 

hands and raising their signs, does not mean what they are saying is true.

I am happy to write this on behalf of my support for Jay and his 

quest for justice.

Thank you,
Q f>andv GKa/w



February 27, 2019

Dear Venice Council,

I met Jay and Elaine and can share personally what a wonderful

and caring couple they are. I admire their dreams to raise their family in

the Venice area as I have. I am confident they will experience an

eclectic variety of people and culture.

Quite frankly I am tired of driving by the church that's

grounds are overgrown and covered with trash.

I fully support them wanting to turn an old abandoned church into

a tasteful home that will increase the value of the neighbor, and inspire

others to build large gardens on their property also.

Regards,

John T

I live at 306 Westminster Avenue, Venice CA 90291



February 3,2019

Dear Venice City Council,

I support the Penske’s house project at 685 Westminster Avenue in 
Venice. The church moved to its second location on Westminster 
Av enue over 30 years ago. And then they left again when they moved to 
Westchester.

How can a family purchase property and then be restricted from it? 
When did that become ok? If any restrictions were on the property it 
should have been clear prior to sale and the property' should not have 
been sold until it was all cleared up.

I bet they are pay ing property taxes.

You have a very small minority against this project. Their solution is to 
ask this family to give up the property and donate it to the old church.

The old church does not want it. They left because there was no 
congregation.

The Penske family is being pulled into this mess. Ixts do the right 
thing and allow them to repair what is broken and add value and beauty 
to this neighborhood

Sincerely,

Raul Nunez
3240 Bagiev Avenue #7
Los Angeles, CA 90034



February 15, 2019

Dear Planning Commission,

Please consider this letter of support of Jay Penske and 
Elaine Irwin building a home on the site of the First Baptist 
Church site in Venice, CA at 685 Westminster Avenue.

I believe their residence in the community and will 
strengthen neighborhood economic growth and lead others 
to want to move here and buy up other properties that are 
in need of repair.

I understand they will not tear down the structure but will 
be adapting the building, which is so eco-friendly and bodes 
well with the neighbors.

Thank you in advance for your consideration,

Tim Gray
11175 Santa Monica Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90025



2-2-19

Dear Venice Neighborhood Council

Please accept this letter in support of jay Penske and Elaine Irwin 
remodeling the old run down First Baptist Church in Venice.

They are such a nice couple and seem to have such good intentions to 
reinvent the church into a beautiful home for them to raise their family in. 
I have lived in the area for over twenty years and like to see young people 
and their children move into the area. It makes us older folk feel younger.

I have no doubt they are going to be good, God fearing neighbors who will 
do good for our community and spend lots of money in the community. 
Which no doubt will help everyone's business.

We need more people means to care about Venice, and put their money 
where their mouth is.

I wish them good luck with their big renovations and can't wait to see 
their new home.

God bless,

Nicola Catton 
3701 Overland Avenue 
Apartment 156 
Los Angles, CA 90025



March 1, 2019

To the City of Venice

I am writing this letter on behalf of Jay and Elaine who purchased 
the property on 685 Westminster which was a church that had 
been abandoned by it’s congregation.

The facts are,

The church and its members choose to leave the 
neighborhood and moved to another location.
The church is thriving in its current location.
The congregation has not intention to ever move back to 
Venice.
The church was grateful Jay and Elaine purchased the 
property.
The members of the church support the re-use for the 
property for the Penske home.
The renovation will benefit the neighborhood because there 
will be less traffic, and increased house values.
If the property had not been purchased, who knows how 
long it would have been before it would have been bought 
and stood dormant and decayed with each passing day.

There is no doubt in my mind that this project is what is best for 
the church, the community and the Penske family.

Yours sincerely

Gerry Byrne
11175 Santa Monica Blvd 
Los Angles, CA 90025



January 22, 2019

Dear West LA Planning Commission and Venice Neighborhood Council (VNC).

On behalf of our family, we have known Jay Penske and Elaine Irwin for over seven 
years, I am writing to voice our strong support for them to adapt and reuse the First 
Baptist Church located in Venice on Westminster.

Over the years the Venice area has been transformed into a more hip and vibrant 
city where young people want to move to and bring up their families. They are very 
passionate about the area and love living in Venice.

I support people moving into the area and believe they will become active members 
of the community and support the revitalization of the city's growth. Not only will 
their renovations bring much needed taxes and funds to the city, the presence will 
bring a positive, healthy energy.

Thank you to the counsel for your support on Jay’s project and working hard to 
improve and promote the unique Venice area.

Gabriel Koen 
1071 Avenue D 
Redondo Beach, C 0277



March 17, 2019

Dear Venice City Council

Jay Penske reached out to me to ask if I would write a letter in 
support of his request to revamp a run-down church in Venice. After 
listening to all sides of the case these are my opinions.

I support this project because the intentions of the new 
homeowners are honorable and of good will.

1.

It is my understanding the majority of the Venice community 
supports the renovation.

2.

People have falsely misrepresented the truth and painted these 
sincere intentions as the evil of white people destroying a 
functioning a historical black church, which in fact abandoned 
the Venice Community four years ago and now practice their 
faith in another city.

3.

The few dozen handful of angry citizens who are fighting this 
project seem to be coming from prejudice and racism toward 
Jay’s color of skin and family name. It is reverse racism and is 
very sad indeed.

4.

I am a Venice resident and I support this project.

Michael Davis 
1113 Electric Avenue 
Venice, CA 90291



March 15, 2019

Dear Venice City Council,

VCTen I heard about Jay’s predicament I had to write to share my opinion. 
I feel bad that people who oppose this project don’t seem to have the 
facts straight.

I mean if they knew Jay, they would know he would never do anything 
unscrupulous. He only wants what’s best for the community.

While the opposition may desperately wish that the church to return to 
685 Westminster, it is dubious as they are happy in their new location.

1'he people who are against it expect the Penske family to donate and 
convince the church to move back to their old church. This is a big and 
unreasonable request as the family already purchased the property at more 
than fair market value price.

VC’hen the church moved to its second location on Westminster thirty 
years ago, they left their old church in Venice behind, just like they did 
again and moved to Westchester.

It is unfortunate that the Penske family is being pulled into the church’s 
business, when all he wants to do is settle and invest in the Venice 
community.

There is no reason not support Jay on this project. 1 am one hundred 
percent with him, his family and the majority of the community on this 
project.

Sincerelv.r

O- (LW'P.

Christopher Quintal 
1801 Century Park Hast 
Los Angeles, C A 90067



March 4,2019

Dear Venice Council,

I support the Penske project especially after I attended the last 
hearing and listened to people who oppose this building permit. 
These people who are against the project is not just because of the 
size of the project, which really can't be helped because that is the 
size of the existing building that is to be renovated, is what it is, but 
they are citing all sorts of untruths.

Part of the reason the church moved its location is because they did 
not have enough support of the city. The church often received 
complaints from the neighbors.

Some said the Penske house would not be in character of the 
neighborhood. Then why was it okay for the building to stand for 
the last thirty years? Whether the church is sold to a business or a 
private owner, the structure is the size it is.
Would it not be so much better for it to become an attractive 
property that increases the value of the area?

There are few options for this property. If you tear it down, you will 
certainty change the character of the neighborhood, which is why Jay 
decided to honor the building by reinventing the church into a home.

At the rate it is, after years of neglect the building will fall down or 
be resurrected into a beautiful new property. Which would the 
community prefer?

1 support this project and hope you do to. Thank you for your time.

Michael Ausiello 
8809 David Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90034



January 17,2019

Dear Venice City Council,

I support Jays house project in Venice as do the residents in the 
immediate area. Building a beacon of hope, a beautiful home in the 
neighborhood would be lower usage a business, offer much less 
traffic, be less of an environment impact, and refurbish an existing 
run down structure.

The neighbor is need of more homeowners, residents who care 
about my neighborhood, and less business developers. Jays desire 
is to renov ate an old dilapidated building that has stood v acant for 
vears.

As a resident of Westchester, I was also pleased to hear that the 
church that occupied the building for many years, had moved and 
found a home in Westchester. So the plan seems like a wonderful 
solution for all the parties all around.

Sincerely,

I Auren Utecht 
7806 Denrock Ave 
I x)s Angeles, CA 90045



March 3, 2019

Dear Planning Commission,

Please consider this letter of support for the renovation of the property located at 
685 Westminster Avenue in Venice. For many years, it has been an eyesore to our 
community.

As a resident of the beach communities for over 12 years, I have seen many 
properties essentially bull-dozed and rebuilt (over-built) with high density, 
property-line to property-line, boxy and mostly ugly structures - buildings that 
stress the community's infrastructure of streets, parking and other services. While 
the proposed remodel will be a large home, it is a one-family, multi-generational 
home. The proposed redesign provides adequate off-street parking, and retains 
its current height profile in the neighborhood.

I believe Venice will benefit from restoring this derelict property to useful life and 
having this young family as part of the community.

With thanks for your attention,

'LL

Janet Dane 
6615 Pacific Ave.
Playa del Rey, CA 90293
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