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Please place a copy of this email in Council File 18-0835

As stated in the Save Venice Appeal, "the history of Oakwood is one of property ownership, community
building, of strong family ties, of the entrepreneurial spirit or early Los Angeles, and of the emerging African
American presence despite restrictive covenants and societal exclusion,” with the Reese/Tabor family leading
the charge and being instrumental in weaving a self-sufficient, financially progressive community of African
American land-owners.  Without a doubt, the Oakwood community has historic importance and ethnic pride that
resonates beyond it’s geographic boarders, and First Baptist Church, regardless of it’s current classification, is
a representation of, and in honor of the Reese/Tabor family, the various unnamed families, and the noted
African American Architect Paul A. Williams, and the eight families who deeded their land to church upon their
deaths. Although physically situated in Venice, First Baptist Church is a culturally rich and important part of
African American legacy in the United States. 

First Baptist is an audacious example of history and advocacy with in, and for the Venice community. While the
genesis of First Baptist is steeply rooted in, and, at it’s core, is of the African American community, the church
also in its later years had tentacles that served/serviced the greater Venice community, especially those who
were economically/socially disenfranchised, and the unhoused. 
Therefore, the idea of a single11,000+ square foot, single-dwelling home is both ostentatious to the current
neighborhood topography, and almost offensive to founding Pastor E.L. Holmes legacy and the entire Oakwood
community.   

Moreover, as Venice, like most of Los Angeles, continues to suffer from a housing shortage, a dwelling of this
size seems impractical and a gross underuse of a 7-lot tie plot of land— not to mention a single family dwelling
does not constitute as “adaptive reuse" as falsely stated by the Penske’s attorney. Furthermore, since the
average size of a single family dwelling is Venice is 1,704 Sq. Ft., a home residing on 11,704 square footage of
land does could not “maintain the existing community character” as, again, erroneously stated by the Penske’s
legal team. In additional to the overt display of housing inequity, the Penske’s lawyers rebuttal to the Save
Venice appeal has several glaring untruths (AKA: alternate facts) that demonstrates a clear disregard for both
the Oakwood neighborhood, and the over-arching California land-use governing agencies. An exorbitant and
contemporaneous structure/single-dwelling home should not replace a house of worship that has a proven
history of serving and servicing its community. 

Is it with the aforementioned facts in mind that I implore you to keep First Baptist/685 Westminster as a space
that services the entire Oakwood community rather than a single-dwelling structure. The Save Venice appeal
filed by Miguel Bravo should be granted.

It is worth mentioning that I write this letter not out of nostalgia but, rather a sense of reverence to the legacy of
First Baptist Church and TRUTH.  
Thank you in advance for time and consideration.

Respectfully,
A. Jay Jolliffe
4530 W. Washington Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90016
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Please place a copy of this email in Council File 18-0835.

Dear City Official, 

  Please consider the impact on our community, of removing a pivotal public place of worship for a billionaire’s
private showcase-home. I’m a painter, living around the corner from that property for 20+ years, and have
rented several studios to produce paintings...each one of them has “gentrified” me out. I've watched my
beloved neighborhood turn away from its artists, its creatives, its bohemians and give developers an open door
to raze our houses and our vibe. The biggest draw in Venice was our culture of creativity and inclusive diversity,
with all levels of income integrated as a norm. Now, we all know it’s too late to stop the invasion of Big-Box
Wealth that is taking over so many neighborhoods, but perhaps could we do a few things to stem that tide, be
the change that everyone talks about, maybe even be our former inclusive selves? Consider how desperately
Venice needs a real creative space, for real artists, for real kids in need of guidance, for real neighbors. Ones
that won’t move in, build a multi-million-dollar compound to wall themselves in, and then leave when it seems
uncool.  We are in a critical turning-point, where Venice is being given over to the 1%, please don’t participate
in that, we need to show that a better path is possible.

Thank you for your consideration, 
MB Boissonnault 
667 Brooks Ave. 
Venice
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