PUBLIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTIO
MOTION
Dolores Clara Fernandez Huerta is a trail blazing labor leader and Civil Rights activist
whose efforts have improved the lives of low-income working families, Latinos and People of
Color throughout California and beyond. Born in a small northern New Mexico mining town,
Huerta moved with her mom and two brothers to Stockton, California, following her parents’
separation. While in Stockton, her mother, Alicia Chavez, after years of hard work, purchased a
70-room boarding house that offered refuge to low-wage workers. Dolores remained close to
her father, Juan Fernandez, a farm worker and miner by trade, who stayed in New Mexico,
became a union activist and a won a seat as a State Legislator in 1938.
Huerta became involved in community activism as a student at Stockton High School.
Upon completion of high school she moved to the University of Pacific’s Delta College where
she earned her provisional teaching credential. While teaching, she witnessed the daily
challenges that many students faced attending school with empty stomachs and bare feet.
Huerta found her calling as an organizer while in leadership of the Stockton Community
Service Organization (CSO), where she founded the Agricultural Workers Association, set up
voter registrations, and pressed the local government for community improvements. The CSO
Los Angeles Chapter was located in the City’s eastside community of Boyle Heights, in the
Chicago Building, now called Boyle Heights City Hall -- where there is a long history of
community based nonprofits and civic services providing local assistance.
Through CSO founder Fred Ross, Sr., Huerta met CSO Executive Director Cesar E.
Chavez. In 1962, Huerta co-founded with Chavez the National Farm Workers Association. As
one of its leaders, she secured disability insurance, AFDC and other benefits for farm workers in
the State of California. In 1975, she was instrumental in enacting the Agricultural Labor
Relations Act, which granted farm workers the right to collectively organize and bargain for
better wages and working conditions.
In recognition of Dolores Huerta’s unwavering passion and fierce advocacy, which has
led to sweeping improvements for countless people and has served as inspiration for others to
serve their communities, it is appropriate that the City honor her by naming the intersection of
East 1st Street and Chicago Street as “Dolores Huerta Square."
I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection at East 1st Street and Chicago Street be
named “Dolores Huerta Square” and that the Department of Transportation be directed to erect
permanent ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at this location.
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