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MOTION

On August 29, 1996, a Covenant and Agreement (Covenant) was recorded with the Los 
Angeles County Recorder in connection with the City’s approval of a parcel map pertaining to four 
properties. The Covenant requires the property owner, Allegretti and Company, Inc., to deposit 
$100,000 with the City Engineer for the construction of a proposed Mason Avenue Grade 
Separation Project in Chatsworth prior to the sale of any of the parcels. The Covenant further states 
that any funds deposited will be refunded if construction of the grade separation is not commenced 
within twenty five years of the recordation date. The Covenant expires on August 29, 2021.

In December 1998, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) authorized the City 
to open the railroad crossing on Mason Avenue through construction of an at-grade crossing. At that 
time, Mason Avenue between Nordhoff and Plummer Streets was discontinuous at its crossing with 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company's tracks. Establishing a crossing was necessary to provide a 
continuous north-south route in the West San Fernando Valley for improved circulation, enhanced 
emergency response time, improved operation of transit and track service routes, and improved 
access to nearby businesses and Pierce College.

Following authorization from the CPUC, the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) completed plans 
to construct an at-grade crossing on Mason Avenue, between Prairie Street and Corisco Street, and 
other related safety improvements (Project). In 2001, the City Council adopted a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration relative to the Project and the Project was completed in 2011.

Allegretti and Company, Inc. recently submitted an Application for Termination of 
Covenant and Agreement seeking relief from the Covenant. Relief is sought on grounds that 
although the Covenant has not expired, construction of the Mason Avenue Grade Separation Project 
is no longer required or envisioned within the prescribed twenty five year period. BOE is currently 
working with the Department of Transportation and the Department of City Planning to determine 
whether the Mobility Plan includes a proposed grade separation project for Mason Avenue.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering be authorized to proceed 
expeditiously with an evaluation of Allegretti and Company, Inc.’s Application for Termination of 
Covenant and Agreement (Document No. 96-1426089) upon confirmation from the Department of 
Transportation and the Department of City Planning that construction of the previously proposed 
Mason Avenue Grade Separation Project in Chatsworth will not begin prior to August 29, 2021
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