
re: KIPP Promessa proposed school, 
443 South Soto Street,
CPC-2017-4617-VZC-CU,
ENV-2017-4618-MND

November 20, 2018

Dear Councilmembers:

I am writing in support of the appeal submitted by Centro CSO regarding the proposed school 
on the property known as Lincoln Hospital, 443 South Soto Street in Boyle Heights. I am a 
former resident of Boyle Heights, current resident of East LA, and I work within one mile of the 
proposed KIPP Promesa school. I urge you to deny the Project, because it will adversely affect 
our neighborhood in many ways.

I have have worked in the area for over 7 years and am very familiar with the proposed location. 
This project will increase traffic in an already congested area. It will create more smog, 
pollution, and noise. It will also require more parking space, which is already limited in this area. 
The new Mega-KIPP that will house KIPP Promesa Prep would negatively impact the quality of 
life of the neighborhood as well as local businesses. In addition, there are many concerns 
regarding the environmental impact that this project would have in terms of lead, air quality, and 
traffic jams caused by construction.

I work at Sunrise Elementary School which is less than one mile from the proposed site. We 
share the same city block as KIPP LA Prep which serves 500 students in 5th through 8th grade. 
The school currently occupies the northwest corner of the block, adjacent to the Weingart East 
LA YMCA. My school occupies the Southeast corner facing the freeway. For the past ten years 
the neighborhood has tolerated intense traffic due to KIPP’s drop-off procedure on Camulos 
Street.

This project plans to use a residential street (Breed Street) for the KIPP Promesa Prep drop-off 
and pick-up procedures. KIPP Promesa is expected to enroll 625 students, and will generate at 
least 800 individual car trips every day. If the above-referenced project is approved, these 
drop-offs and pick-ups will result in cars idling for hours every school day, since some students 
leave at dismissal, while other stay in after-school programs.

On Thursday, November 15th, 2018 I recorded the afternoon pick-up procedure at KIPP LA 
Prep located at 2810 Whittier Boulevard in Los Angeles, CA 90023. This procedure is similar to 
the one proposed for the new KIPP Promesa Elementary School at 443 South Soto Street. I 
arrived at approximately 3:05 pm and found parking across the street from the KIPP LA Prep 
gate. At this time, a guardian was already double parked on Camulos with hazards lights 
flashing. This was a full hour before the designated 4:00 pm dismissal time.



I recorded the after-school pick-up procedure through a Facebook Livestream for 40 minutes 
https://www.facebook.com/mimi.duncanson.98/videos/1948105008609126/ between 3:27 and 
4:07 pm. There was continuous gridlock on Camulos Street which extended down the entire 
block. This has been a twice daily occurrence, 200 days per year, for the last ten years. 
The residents in the neighborhood, and families with students at neighboring schools, know to 
avoid Camulos at these times. The residents on this block have had to deal with this 
inconvenience, and daily disruption for the last ten years.

Car Activities NotesTime Video

3:27 pm 3 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up0:00

3:30 pm 3:33 1 car crosses into oncoming traffic Accident averted

3:35 pm 8:34 2 cars cross into oncoming traffic Accident averted

First 10 minutes 10 cars drive southbound 14 cars cross into oncoming traffic

3:37 pm 10:00 8 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up

Resident tries to leave Black jeep moves3:39 pm 12:15

1 idle (in KIPP line)
1 southbound
1 crossing into oncoming traffic

3:40 pm 12:46 3 cars in the street

UPS truck arrives3:42 pm 14:16

3:43 pm 14:58 UPS truck goes against traffic

3:46 pm 19:20 Car exits KIPP LA Prep KIPP gate opens

5 cars drive southbound 6 cars cross into oncoming trafficSecond 10 Minutes

3:47 pm 20:00 10 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up

3:49 pm 13 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up21:40

KIPP Gate opens3:50 pm 23:00

3:50 pm 23:15 KIPP parent waiting in the alley

3:52 pm 25:16 Parent makes a 3 point turn (to avoid being recorded?)

3:53 pm 14 cars in the parking lot 
3 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up

4th car (white sedan) now 
blocks the southbound lane also

25:41

3:55 pm 27:32 Ambulance alarm sounds KIPP Admin walks out

https://www.facebook.com/mimi.duncanson.98/videos/1948105008609126/


Time Video Car Activities Notes

29:09 9 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up3:58 pm

3:56 pm 27:54 5 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up

3:59 pm 29:40 KIPP car drives backwards AND 
Into the wrong lane on Camulos

Third 10 minutes 5 cars drive southbound 2 cars cross into oncoming traffic

32:14 13 cars waiting for KIPP Pick-up4:01 pm

4:04 pm 35:39 KIPP line starts to move again

4:06 pm 37:17 KIPP Parents continue to arrive

Last 10 minutes 13 cars drive southbound 11 cars cross into oncoming traffic

In 40 minutes 25 - 30 cars arrive for KIPP Pick-up
33 cars drive southbound
33 cars cross into oncoming traffic (northbound)91 - 96 cars

The 40 minute video shows a continuous, active line of cars waiting to pick-up students. 
Families were lined up and blocking traffic 20 minutes before dismissal time, and continued 
even after I stopped filming. This video shows 91 cars traveling on Camulos, 33 going 
southbound, 33 cars driving into oncoming traffic to go northbound, and 25 cars attempting to 
pick up at KIPP. This video only shows the traffic on the residential side of KIPP LA Prep. 
There is additional traffic on the Whittier Blvd. side. Very few students are seen walking home. 
There are local bus lines which some students use. Additional students are in afterschool 
programs/ activities, and are released later in the day. Younger students, like those at KIPP 
Promesa Prep would be less likely to walk home alone or take the bus unaccompanied.

There has been continuous opposition to this poorly planned project since December of 2017 
when the Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council voted to oppose this project. On October 24th, 
over 200 parents, teachers, and community members protested outside of Councilmember 
Huizar's office in opposition to this project. That Facebook livestream (2 monutes) can be seen 
here: https://www.facebook.eom/100002289365966/posts/1917876001632027/

Please vote with the community. Please deny the Mega-KIPP project and support the appeal. 
Respectfully

Mimi Guzman-Dunca

https://www.facebook.eom/100002289365966/posts/1917876001632027/

