
PUBLIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTION
MOTION

Jewel Thais-Williams was the owner of the Jewel's Catch One (now called Union), 
located on West Pico Boulevard in Los Angeles, open for forty years, which was the longest 
running black gay dance bar in Los Angeles. Jewel Thais-Williams graduated from UCLA 
with a B.A. in History and during her college years she wanted to be self-employed. Her first 
business was a boutique, but it went out of business so she bought and developed the dance 
bar which she opened after she experienced discrimination in different clubs around West 
Hollywood because she was black and female. Women at the time were not allowed to tend 
bar, but Jewel saved enough money and bought the bar despite the limitations. When it opened 
in 1973, the club was one of the first black discos in the United States, and was for a long time 
the major black gay bar in Los Angeles. It became a hub for a diverse population of 
performers including Sylvester, Whitney Houston, Luther Vandross, Janet Jackson, Donna 
Summer, Whoopi Goldberg, Rick James and Madonna.

While she was still owner of the nightclub, Jewel went back to school and got her 
Master of Science degree in Oriental Medicine from Samra University in 1998. Due to the high 
rate of preventable diseases such as diabetes and obesity in minority populations, Jewel decided 
to open a non-profit called the Village Health Population. It was created with the purpose of 
educating lower-income communities on nutrition and living a more healthy lifestyle.

Her active work in the community was documented in an academic journal in 2011 in 
the series called Thinking Gender Papers. The journal discussed Jewel's use of the club's 
building as a source to give health advice and run her non-profit. Also, it served as a space for 
community organizations to have their meetings.

To honor her contributions to the LGBT community, Thais-Williams was appointed the 
Grand Marshall of the 2016 Los Angeles Pride Festival,

A documentary about the nightclub, Jewel's Catch One, premiered during Outfest on 
July 10, 2016, at Hollywood’s Harmony Gold. It explores the club's historical importance and 
Thais-Williams' influence in the local community and abroad. Jewel's Catch One, was one of 
the clubs mentioned in the anthology Our Happy Hours: LGBT Voices From the Gay Bars.

In recognition of her contributions to the City and her trail blazing efforts for the Black 
LGBT community it is appropriate that the City name the intersection of Norton Avenue and 
Pico Boulevard as “Jewel Thais-Williams Square."

I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection at Norton Avenue and Pico Boulevard be 
named as “Jewel Thais-Williams Square” and that the Department of Transportation be 
directed to erect permanent ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at this location. O

HERB J7WESSON, Jr^^ 
Councilman, 10th District
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