MOTION

HOUSING

Housing enforcement is important m ensuring the safety and well-being of all residents of Los Angeles.
Further, it is the responsibility of the City of Los Angeles to protect and promote the existence of safe
residential dwelling units and neighborhoods. To this end, the adoption and enforcement of housing standards
and regulations ensures the existence of safe housing and prevents the development of dangerous or substandard
housing.
Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Chapter 16 Article 1, otherwise known as the Los Angeles
Housing Code, establishes regulations and enforcement mechanisms that provide for safe and livable
residences. The code also provides methods to remedy substandard living conditions.
LAMC Section 161.301 provides for the scope of housing regulations and for exemptions to those
regulations. These exemptions include owner occupied units, hotels, condos, educational institutions, hospitals
or other facilities, housing accommodations which are owned/managed/operated by governmental entities, and
mobile homes. Conversely Section 17980.7(f) of the State Health and Safety Code defines the term “owner” in
the context of State housing regulations as “including any public entity that owns residential real property.”
Caltrans seized numerous properties through eminent domain in preparation foi an expansion of the 710
freeway, the construction of which has since been abandoned. These properties include residential units, and
many former owners of those properties have been renting these properties subsequent to seizure by Caltrans.
As these residences are owned by Caltrans, a State agency, they are exempt from housing code
regulation and enforcement by the City of Los Angeles. This has left occupants without the full protections of
the City’s housing regulations. It is important to understand what City protections can and cannot be enforced
under the current law.
Non-enforcement of the housing code can affect communities at large, as a lack of maintenance may
result in blight and inhabitable conditions. In order to ensure that safe and livable housing standards are
promoted equitably throughout the City and to create the further accountability for state governmental agencies
in regards to the provision of housing, it may be necessary to remove from the municipal code the exemption
for state governmental agencies. Because on-campus student housing accommodations are exempted under a
different code, the removal or amending of the governmental agency exemption is not anticipated to affect
educational institutions.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct Housing and Community Investment Department,
with the assistance of the City Attorney and the Department of Building and Safety, to prepare and present a
report exploring the feasibility of amending Municipal Code Section 161.301 (5) to remove the exemption from
City Housing Code enforcement for properties that are owned, operated, or managed by state governmental
agencies.
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