
Communication from Public
 
 

Name: State of California Tobacco Education and Research Oversight
Committee

Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 10:29 AM
Council File No: 18-1104 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see the attached letter on behalf of the State of California

Tobacco Education and Research Oversight Committee
supporting efforts to prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco
products and supporting policies that do not exempt products,
including mint, menthol, or hookah. 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
TOBACCO EDUCATION AND RESEARCH OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

 STAFFED BY CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH, CALIFORNIA TOBACCO CONTROL PROGRAM 
1616 CAPITOL AVENUE, P.O. BOX 997377 MS#7206, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95899-7377, (916) 449-5500 

 
 

 

 
 

MEMBERS: 
 

Michael Ong, M.D., Ph.D., Chair 
Professor of Medicine in Residence 
Department of Medicine 

Division of General Internal Medicine and 
Health Services  
University of California Los Angeles  
 

Mary Baum 
Senior Program Director 
Social Advocates for Youth (SAY) San 
Diego 
 

Vicki Bauman 
Prevention Director III 

Stanislaus County Office of Education 
 

Primo J. Castro, M.P.A.  

Director, Government Relations 
American Cancer Society Cancer Action 
Network 
 

Patricia Etem, M.P.H. 
Executive Consultant 
CIVIC Communications 

 

Mariaelena Gonzalez, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Public Health 

School of Social Sciences, Humanities, and 
Arts 
University of California, Merced 
 

Jim Keddy 
Executive Director 
Youth Forward 

 

Pamela Ling, M.D., M.P.H. 
Professor, Department of Medicine 

University of California, San Francisco 
 

Wendy Max, Ph.D. 

Professor in Residence and Director 
Institute for Health and Aging 
University of California, San Francisco 

 

Claradina Soto, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Assistant Professor 
University of Southern California 
 

Mark Starr, D.V.M., M.P.V.M. 
Deputy Director for Environmental Health 
California Department of Public Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

February 28, 2020 
 
Nury Martinez, President 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 North Spring Street, Room 430 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re:  Letter of Support for a Flavored Tobacco Sales Prohibition 
 
Dear President Martinez:  
 
The Tobacco Education and Research Oversight Committee (TEROC) is a legislatively 
mandated oversight committee that monitors the use of Proposition 99 and Proposition 56 
tobacco tax revenues for tobacco control, prevention education, and tobacco-related 
research in California.1,2 TEROC advises the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), 
the University of California (UC), and the California Department of Education (CDE) with 
respect to policy development, integration, and evaluation of tobacco education programs 
funded by Proposition 99 and Proposition 56.  
 
TEROC strongly supports efforts to prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products and 
supports policies that do not exempt products, including mint, menthol, or hookah. 
 
Flavored tobacco products entice new and young smokers as they come in sweet and fruit 
flavors, colorful packaging and are sold at low, affordable prices. These products often 
mimic popular candies and drinks in both packaging and flavor, making them particularly 
appealing to youth.3 Flavored tobacco products are a gateway for many youth and young 
adults to become regular smokers because flavors disguise the harshness of tobacco and 
make smoking seem less harmful.4 In Los Angeles County, 83 percent of high school students 
who used a tobacco product in the last 30 days used a flavored tobacco product in 2018.5 
This is consistent with statewide trends in youth tobacco use in California: 86.4 percent of 
youth tobacco users in California reported using flavored tobacco products in 2018, with 
over 86 percent of high school users reporting use of a flavored electronic smoking device 
(such as electronic cigarettes, vapes, vape pens, e-hookah, hookah pens) and almost 90 
percent reporting use of flavored hookah.5 Young adults under the age of 30 in California 
use e-cigarettes and hookah at a higher rate compared to older adults.6 The Food and Drug 
Administration also states that 97 percent of current youth e-cigarette users used flavored 
tobacco products in the past month.7 
 
Policy interventions focused on protecting youth and young adults are particularly critical 
because most individuals start using tobacco as minors or young adults. Some efforts to 
prohibit tobacco flavors have excluded menthol flavoring. TEROC recommends the inclusion 
of mint and menthol with other flavors so that all flavored tobacco products are 
prohibited. Menthol, a common flavor in many tobacco products and cigarettes, masks 
the harsh taste of tobacco and makes the smoke easier to inhale.8 The anesthetizing 
effect of menthol in cigarettes also makes it easier and more appealing for youth and 
new users to start using tobacco.8 For years, the tobacco industry has marketed menthol 
cigarettes to the African American community; lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer (LGBTQ) communities; and other vulnerable populations which use menthol tobacco 
products at higher rates.9  
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In 2018, mint was a top flavor among 12 to 24 year old JUUL users who had used JUUL in the past 30 
days.10 JUUL has since removed flavored products from retail stores except for mint, menthol, and 
tobacco flavors; however, preliminary 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey data indicates mint and 
menthol e-cigarette use increased from 51 percent to 64 percent among high school students, 
suggesting youth switched to mint when other fruit flavors were harder to find. 7  
  
In addition to mint and menthol, hookah should not be exempted from flavored tobacco product 
policies. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), hookah smoke contains measureable levels 
of carcinogens, nitric oxide, heavy metals, and carbon monoxide. Studies show that smoking hookah 
leads to elevated heart rate and blood pressure, impaired lung function, lung inflammation, and acute 
carbon monoxide poisoning. Secondhand hookah smoke has been shown to be harmful and studies 
have shown that it contains higher levels of carbon monoxide, PAH, and ultrafine particles than cigarette 
smoke.11,12 The WHO indicates that hookah smokers inhale as much smoke in one session as a cigarette 
smoker inhales with 100 cigarettes.13  
 
Flavored e-cigarette products pose a threat to public health as very few of the chemicals in these 
products have undergone adequate toxicity or safety testing for acute or chronic inhalation. According  
to a literature review conducted by the CDPH’s Environmental Health Investigations Branch, numerous 
published studies show that e-cigarette aerosols and e-liquids possess the ability to cause respiratory 
irritation, inflammation, and toxicity to lung cells.14,15 One chemical in particular, diacetyl, has also been 
associated with the severe respiratory disease, bronchiolitis obliterans, which damages cell lining and 
causes scarring in the lungs.16 Another possible concern is that these chemicals may have unknown 
consequences when they interact with each other or with other environmental chemicals. There is 
evidence that one chemical in a mixture can modulate certain toxicities in another chemical in the same 
mixture.17  
 
As of February 7, 2020, 75 California jurisdictions have adopted policies to prohibit or restrict the sale of 
flavored tobacco products and in September 2019, Los Angeles County approved an ordinance that 
prohibited the sale of all flavored tobacco products, including menthol, in unincorporated areas. TEROC 
strongly encourages the Los Angeles City Council to follow Los Angeles County’s steps in protecting the 
community by supporting a ban on all flavor tobacco products. 
 
TEROC’s support of prohibiting the sale of all flavored tobacco products is consistent with TEROC’s 2018-
2020 Master Plan, New Challenges, New Promises for All, Recommendation 2: Eliminate Tobacco-
Related Disparities and Recommendation 4: Protect Youth and Young Adults. In the Master Plan, TEROC 
recommends that all local jurisdictions adopt ordinances that prohibit or restrict sales of flavored and/or 
menthol tobacco products.  
 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Michael K. Ong, M.D., Ph.D. 
Chairperson 
 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CTCB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/TEROC/MasterPlan/TEROCMasterPlan2018-2020.pdf
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Name: Camino Nuevo Charter Academy
Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 08:18 PM
Council File No: 18-1104 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached a letter from Camino Nuevo Charter Academy

regarding ending the sale of flavored tobacco. Thank you. 
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Name: Coalition for Prevention and Awareness in Los Angeles Metro
Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 08:24 PM
Council File No: 18-1104 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached a letter from Coalition for Prevention and

Awareness in Los Angeles Metro (CoPALM) regarding ending
the sale of flavored tobacco. Thank you. 
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February 19, 2020 

To: Honorable Members of City Council 
200 North Spring Street, City Hall Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
Re: Council File 18-1104 Flavored Tobacco Products/Youth Tobacco Use/ Sale 
Restriction/ Proposed Strategy 
 
 
Dear Honorable Members of City Council, 

The Coalition for Prevention and Awareness in Los Angeles Metro (CoPALM) is committed to 
protecting the health and well-being of the youth and residents we serve in the City of Los 
Angeles. As part of our mission, we support public health efforts to prevent tobacco-related 
disease and death and the growing epidemic of youth tobacco use initiation driven by flavored 
tobacco products. These products contain nicotine and can have damaging impact on the 
adolescent brain and cause long-term addiction.  
 
CoPALM supports policies that restrict the sale of all flavored tobacco products including 
menthol and hookah tobacco.  Eight out of ten youth tobacco users start vaping with a flavored 
tobacco product.  Flavored tobacco is attributed to a 135% increase in youth tobacco use 
between 2017 and 2019. There is growing evidence that e-cigarette use increases the 
frequency and intensity of cigarette smoking in the future.  Menthol cigarettes are frequently 
used by youth and priority populations. Over half of youth smokers use menthol cigarettes and 
the rate is much higher among African American youth. Furthermore, hookah use has become 
increasingly popular among high school students and doubled between 2011 and 2015.   
 
We encourage the City of Los Angeles to follow the growing list of California cities that have 
restricted the sale of flavored tobacco products.  Now is the time for the city to become a leader 
in saving lives by protecting residents from getting hooked on candy flavored tobacco products 
and a lifetime of nicotine addiction.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Melanie To 
CoPALM Chair 

mailto:CoPALMLA@gmail.com
http://www.copalm.org/
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Name: Josefina Diaz
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Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached a letter from Josefina Diaz regarding ending

the sale of flavored tobacco. Thank you. 



 JD DESIGN  
January	23,	2020					

	

To:	Los	Angeles	City	Council				
	
From:	Josefina	Diaz	
Retired	High	School	Teacher	
P.O.	Box	642382	
Los	Angeles	CA	90064	
909-210-7757	
		
Dear	City	Council	Members,	

I	am	speaking	in	support	of	the	ban	and	or	restrictions	of	tobacco	products,	which	are	killing	our	children.	I	am	
committed	to	protecting	the	health	and	well-being	of	the	youth	and	residents	of	Los	Angeles	and	outlining	communities.		
This	mission	is	vital	and	most	crucial	that	we	change	the	future,	I	support	public	health	efforts	to	prevent	tobacco-
related	disease	and	death	and	the	growing	epidemic	of	youth	tobacco	use	initiation	driven	by	flavored	tobacco	products.		
These	products	contain	nicotine	and	can	have	damaging	impact	on	the	adolescent	brain	and	cause	long-term	addiction.		
As	a	retired	high	school	teacher	I	have	seen	kids	sneak	and	easily	conceal	these	vaping	devices.		They	are		made	
attractive	to		our	young	people,	it	lures	them	through	packaging	and	flavors.		This	deception	is	most	concerning	and	we	
have	a	responsibility	to	protect	and	teach	our	children.	Companies	that	pry	on	our	children	are	no	different	then	any	vial	
criminal	that	pry’s	on	our	innocent	children.			
	
As	a	resident	of	Culver	City,	I	have	assisted	and	support	organizations	such	as	the	Koreatown	Youth	Community	center	in	
bringing	awareness	to	this	most	concerning	and	destructive	plague	in	our	society	today.		I	support	policies	that	restrict	
the	sale	of	all	flavored	tobacco	products	including	menthol	and	hookah	tobacco.		Eight	out	of	ten	youth	tobacco	users	
start	vaping	with	a	flavored	tobacco	product.		Flavored	tobacco	is	attributed	to	an	135%	increase	in	youth	tobacco	use	
between	2017	and	2019.		There	is	growing	evidence	that	e-cigarette	use	increases	the	frequency	and	intensity	of	
cigarette	smoking	in	the	future.		Menthol	cigarettes	are	frequently	used	by	youth	and	minorities.	Clearly	tobacco	
companies	are	targeting	by	social	and	economic	demographics	which	are	most	vulnerable.		Over	half	of	youth	smokers	
use	menthol	cigarettes	and	the	rate	is	much	higher	among	African	American	youth.		Furthermore,	hookah	use	has	
become	increasingly	popular	among	high	school	students	and	doubled	between	2011	and	2015.		These	habits	are	not	
cultural	to	all	and	most	certainly	have	no	place	being	offered	to	under	age	youth.		
	
I	encourage	Los	Angeles	to	protect	and	invest	in	our	youth	futures	and	to	follow	the	growing	list	of	California	cities	that	
have	restricted	the	sale	of	flavored	tobacco	products.		Now	is	the	time	for	Los	Angeles	to	be	the	City	of	Angels	that	
watch	over	our	youth	and	become	a	leader	in	saving	lives	by	protecting	residents	from	getting	hooked	on	candy	flavored	
tobacco	products	and	a	lifetime	of	nicotine	addiction.		Los	Angeles	is	not	just	a	name	it’s	a	title	with	greater	meaning	
because	the	mission	of	this	city	is	the	guardian	of	its	community	and	future	citizen.		

Thank	you	in	advance	for	your	consideration.	

Sincerely,	

Josefina Diaz  
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Name: Jump in LA
Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 08:28 PM
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Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached a letter from Jump in LA regarding ending the

sale of flavored tobacco. Thank you. 



January 17, 2020 

To: The Honorable Eric Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles; The Honorable Mike Feuer, Los Angeles City 
Attorney; Members of the Los Angeles City Council 
 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 North Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

From: Jaime Flores 
Sports Coordinator, Photojournalist 
Jump in LA 
6108 Prospect Ave 
Maywood, CA  90270 
 

Dear Mayor Garcetti, City Attorney Feuer and Members of the L.A. City Council, 

Here, at Jump in LA, we believe everyone deserves to be happy, healthy, and be a part of a community that 
provides resources that aid in a person's social and cognitive development. The Jump in LA team is committed 
to protecting the health and well-being of the youth and residents we serve in cities within Los Angeles and Los 
Angeles County, as well as surrounding unincorporated areas. As part of our mission, we/I support 
socio-emotional learning initiatives and public health efforts to prevent tobacco-related disease and death and 
the growing epidemic of youth tobacco use initiation driven by flavored tobacco products. These products 
contain nicotine and can have a damaging impact on the adolescent brain and cause long-term addiction.  
 
I, founder and Sports Coordinator of the Jump in LA initiative, supports policies that restrict the sale of all 
flavored tobacco products including menthol and hookah tobacco. Eight out of ten youth tobacco users start 
vaping with a flavored tobacco product. Flavored tobacco is attributed to a 135% increase in youth tobacco use 
between 2017 and 2019. There is growing evidence about e-cigarette use increases the frequency and intensity 
of cigarette smoking in the future. Menthol cigarettes are frequently used by youth and priority populations. 
Over half of youth smokers use menthol cigarettes and the rate is much higher among African American youth. 
Furthermore, hookah use has become increasingly popular among high school students and doubled between 
2011 and 2015.  
 
We encourage Los Angeles City to follow the growing list of California cities that have restricted the sale of 
flavored tobacco products.  Now is the time for Los Angeles City to become a leader in saving lives by 
protecting residents from getting hooked on candy flavored tobacco products and a lifetime of nicotine 
addiction.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jaime Flores 
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Name: Mujeres Transformando la Comunidad
Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 08:29 PM
Council File No: 18-1104 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached a letter from Mujeres Transformando la

Comunidad regarding ending the sale of flavored tobacco. Thank
you. 









Communication from Public
 
 
Name: USC Community Health Connection
Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 08:31 PM
Council File No: 18-1104 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached a letter from USC Community Health

Connection regarding ending the sale of flavored tobacco. Thank
you. 



 

 

 

 

February 25, 2020 

To: Honorable Members of City Council 

200 North Spring Street, City Hall Room 395 

Los Angeles, CA 90012  

 

From: Community Health Connection of University of Southern California 

University Park Campus 

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0911 

 

Dear Honorable Members of City Council, 

The USC Community Health Connection is committed to protecting the health and well-being of the youth and 

residents we serve in Los Angeles.  As part of our mission, we support public health efforts to prevent tobacco-

related disease and death and the growing epidemic of youth tobacco use initiation driven by flavored tobacco 

products.  These products contain nicotine and can have damaging impact on the adolescent brain and cause 

long-term addiction. We are concerned especially with the vaping epidemic which has detrimental effects on 

youth.   

 

USC Community Health Connection supports policies that restrict the sale of all flavored tobacco products 

including menthol and hookah tobacco.  Eight out of ten youth tobacco users start vaping with a flavored 

tobacco product.  Flavored tobacco is attributed to an 135% increase in youth tobacco use between 2017 and 

2019.  There is growing evidence that e-cigarette use increases the frequency and intensity of cigarette 

smoking in the future.  Menthol cigarettes are frequently used by youth and priority populations. Over half of 

youth smokers use menthol cigarettes and the rate is much higher among African American youth.  

Furthermore, hookah use has become increasingly popular among high school students and doubled between 

2011 and 2015.   

 

We encourage Los Angeles to follow the growing list of California cities that have restricted the sale of 

flavored tobacco products.  Now is the time for Los Angeles to become a leader in saving lives by protecting 

residents from getting hooked on candy flavored tobacco products and a lifetime of nicotine addiction.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

USC Community Health Connection  



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Youth Drug Abuse Prevention Program
Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 08:35 PM
Council File No: 18-1104 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached a letter from Youth Drug Abuse Prevention

Program (YDAPP) and two personal letters from YDAPP
members regarding ending the sale of flavored tobacco. Thank
you. 













Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Los Angeles Youth First Tobacco Coalition
Date Submitted: 02/28/2020 08:43 PM
Council File No: 18-1104 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached petition signatures collected from members of

Los Angeles Youth First Tobacco Coalition (LAYFTC) from Los
Angeles community members in support of ending the sale of
flavored tobacco products including menthol. Thank you. 
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