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Comments for Public Posting:  Please see the attached letter on behalf of Los Angeles Drug and

Alcohol Policy Alliance supporting efforts to prohibit the sale of
all flavored tobacco products and supporting policies that do not
exempt products, including mint, menthol, or hookah. 
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April 17, 2020 

 

Los Angeles City 

Arts, Parks, and River Committee 

200 N. Spring St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Re: Los Angeles Drug and Alcohol Policy Alliance supports Motion 18-

1104 Flavored Tobacco Products 

 

Dear Los Angeles City Council, 

The Los Angeles Drug and Alcohol Policy Alliance is committed to 
protecting the health and well-being of the youth and residents we serve 
in the city of Los Angeles. As part of our mission, we advocate for safe 
and healthy communities by reducing drug and alcohol-related harm 
through public awareness and policy change in Los Angeles. We are 
writing to express support for motion 18-1104. 

In addition, research published by the CDC & Prevention Office on 
Smoking and Health, has shown that flavored tobacco products such as 
vapes and e-cigarettes contain high doses of nicotine which can lead to a 
damaging impact on the adolescent brain and increase rates of long-term 
nicotine addiction among youth. We are concerned that these products 
attract and encourage use among youth and continue to be readily 
available and accessible via local smoke shops and markets.  

Los Angeles Drug and Alcohol Policy Alliance supports policies 
that restrict the sale of all flavored tobacco products including menthol 
and hookah tobacco. According to an August 2019 LA County Public 
Health Department news release, more than 80% of youth who used a 
tobacco product started with flavored products. Along with the use of 
flavored products, menthol cigarette use has been on the rise among 
youth. Data published by the California Department of Public Health 
stated, over half of all youth smokers use menthol cigarettes and the rate 
is much higher among African American youth. Furthermore, research 
published by the Truth Initiative in 2018, illustrates hookah use has 
become increasingly popular among high school and middle students with 
the prevalence of recent use rising to more than 50% between 2011 and 
2015.  

We encourage Los Angeles to follow the growing list of California cities 
that have restricted the sale of flavored tobacco products. Now is the time 
for the City of Los Angeles to become a leader in saving lives by 
protecting residents from getting addicted to flavored tobacco products 
and suffering a lifetime of nicotine addiction. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Brenda Viillanueva, L.A. DAPA Co-Chair 


