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Angeles City Council 200 North Spring Street Room 1010 Los
Angeles, CA 90012 RE: Council File 18-1114 Streets Not
Maintained in the Omaha Heights Area/4495 Cato Street I am a
property owner in Omaha Heights, CD 14. As Street Services has
known for some time the roads in Omaha Heights are getting
worse and worse. Street Services failure to doing anything about
this situation has gone on for way too long. Over three years ago I
started communicating with my neighbors and hired a consultant
to work on the issue. This culminated in a meeting with Council
member Huizar and him sponsoring a City Council motion (City
Council file 18-1114) to move ahead with the long-overdue
repairs. The motion passed on January 29, 2019 with direction to
Street Services and Engineering to begin that work process. I
thought we were finally on the way with the street repairs. After
not hearing anything on the repairs for over a year I had to bring
back that consultant. He recently communicated with Street
Services and Engineering only to find out that nothing had been
done on 18-1114. It seems we're right back to the situation two
residents in the area have stated has been going on since at least
1973 - Street Services not maintaining and repairing the streets.
At this time please be noticed of the following: 1. Sink
Hole/Depression - There is a sink hole or depression in the road in
front of my house that looks like it could collapse at any moment.
The many years of water running over this makes it particularly
dangerous. 2. Damage to Cars - The roads are so bad now that
cars are starting to get damaged by all the pot holes and uneven
payment. One can hear the small cars scraping the raised hump in
the middle of the streets. 3. Property Tax - The residents in the
area and myself have paid lots of money into property tax, sales
tax and gas tax over the years and have seen no work being done
to maintain and repair the streets in Omaha Heights. 4. Water
Runoff/Restoration - I have a plan in progress to restore my 1924
house. Unfortunately firms specializing in this kind of work have
stated there is no point in starting any of the work until the water
runoff on to the property from the street is dealt with. I will not
pay for the restoration and have it later compromised by the water
coming onto my property or the street collapsing. 5. Sanitation
Services Not Provided - Sanitation is starting to invoke that the
streets are too hazardous in Omaha Heights and stopped



streets are too hazardous in Omaha Heights and stopped
collecting when they have deemed there is a danger to their
trucks. We've heard the argument many times from Street
Services and then Council Member Huizar that since the roads
were not built to current standards that is the reason that they have
not been maintained. This argument is not logical and it most
definitely is not acceptable. Trying to explain away the lack of
repairs because a previous incarnation of Street Services was not
doing what they were hired to do and mandated to do is simply a
red herring. The residents created Street Services to maintain the
streets and clearly that's not being done. Council Member Huizar
represented several times that he initiated the supposed pavement
reconstruction on all of Dudley Drive. After communicating with
Engineering the actual work that they are going to do is a
replacement of a 17x6 retaining wall and repairing some
pavement at Dudley and Ferntop. So all of that coming from
Council Member Huizar on Dudley Drive was a bunch of baloney
also. We've also heard the argument many times that there is no
money. Notwithstanding the above on property taxes there is also
now SB1. Even with SB1 Street Services is still not able to
maintain and repair the streets. Note what happened on the
Dudley Drive reconstruction - $700,000.00 went where? Over
two years ago Street Services Adel Hagekhalil represented that he
was initiating a process to start those long-neglected repairs. I
believed it would proceed. Nothing has happened. I hope the
Public Works Committee will move to have the street repairs
started immediately in Omaha Heights. I have to move forward
one way or the other to get the road repairs started now. Joyce
Schmiesing 4495 Cato Street Los Angeles, CA 90032 cc:
COUNCILMEMBER BOB BLUMENFIELD, CHAIR
bob.blumenfield@lacity.org COUNCILMEMBER JOHN S. LEE
john.lee@lacity.org COUNCILMEMBER KEVIN DE LEON
kevin.deleon@lacity.org COUNCILMEMBER MITCH
O'FARRELL mitch.ofarrell@lacity.org COUNCILMEMBER
PAUL KORETZ paul.koretz@lacity.org 



By Email

January 24, 2021

Public Works Committee
City of Los Angeles City Council
200 North Spring Street
Room 1010
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Council File 18-1114 Streets Not Maintained in the Omaha Heights Area/4495 Cato 
Street

I am a property owner in Omaha Heights, CD 14. As Street Services has known for some 
time the roads in Omaha Heights are getting worse and worse. Street Services failure to 
doing anything about this situation has gone on for way too long. 

Over three years ago I started communicating with my neighbors and hired a consultant 
to work on the issue. This culminated in a meeting with Council member Huizar and him 
sponsoring a City Council motion (City Council file 18-1114) to move ahead with the long-
overdue repairs. The motion passed on January 29, 2019 with direction to Street Services 
and Engineering to begin that work process. I thought we were finally on the way with the 
street repairs.

After not hearing anything on the repairs for over a year I had to bring back that 
consultant. He recently communicated with Street Services and Engineering only to find 
out that nothing had been done on 18-1114. It seems we're right back to the situation two 
residents in the area have stated has been going on since at least 1973 - Street Services 
not maintaining and repairing the streets.

At this time please be noticed of the following:

1. Sink Hole/Depression - There is a sink hole or depression in the road in front of my 
house that looks like it could collapse at any moment. The many years of water running 
over this makes it particularly dangerous.

2. Damage to Cars - The roads are so bad now that cars are starting to get damaged by 
all the pot holes and uneven payment. One can hear the small cars scraping the raised 
hump in the middle of the streets.

3. Property Tax - The residents in the area and myself have paid lots of money into 
property tax, sales tax and gas tax over the years and have seen no work being done to 
maintain and repair the streets in Omaha Heights.



4. Water Runoff/Restoration - I have a plan in progress to restore my 1924 house. 
Unfortunately firms specializing in this kind of work have stated there is no point in 
starting any of the work until the water runoff on to the property from the street is dealt 
with. I will not pay for the restoration and have it later compromised by the water coming 
onto my property or the street collapsing.

5. Sanitation Services Not Provided - Sanitation is starting to invoke that the streets are 
too hazardous in Omaha Heights and stopped collecting when they have deemed there is 
a danger to their trucks.

We've heard the argument many times from Street Services and then Council Member 
Huizar that since the roads were not built to current standards that is the reason that they 
have not been maintained. This argument is not logical and it most definitely is not 
acceptable. Trying to explain away the lack of repairs because a previous incarnation of 
Street Services was not doing what they were hired to do and mandated to do is simply a 
red herring. The residents created Street Services to maintain the streets and clearly 
that's not being done.

Council Member Huizar represented several times that he initiated the supposed 
pavement reconstruction on all of Dudley Drive. After communicating with Engineering the 
actual work that they are going to do is a replacement of a 17x6 retaining wall and 
repairing some pavement at Dudley and Ferntop. So all of that coming from Council 
Member Huizar on Dudley Drive was a bunch of baloney also.

We've also heard the argument many times that there is no money. Notwithstanding the 
above on property taxes there is also now SB1. Even with SB1 Street Services is still not 
able to maintain and repair the streets. Note what happened on the Dudley Drive 
reconstruction - $700,000.00 went where?

Over two years ago Street Services Adel Hagekhalil represented that he was initiating a 
process to start those long-neglected repairs. I believed it would proceed. Nothing has 
happened.

I hope the Public Works Committee will move to have the street repairs started 
immediately in Omaha Heights. I have to move forward one way or the other to get the 
road repairs started now.

Joyce Schmiesing
4495 Cato Street
Los Angeles, CA 90032

cc:    COUNCILMEMBER BOB BLUMENFIELD, CHAIR  bob.blumenfield@lacity.org
  COUNCILMEMBER JOHN S. LEE  john.lee@lacity.org
  COUNCILMEMBER KEVIN DE LEON  kevin.deleon@lacity.org
  COUNCILMEMBER MITCH O'FARRELL  mitch.ofarrell@lacity.org



  COUNCILMEMBER PAUL KORETZ  paul.koretz@lacity.org
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January 24, 2021

Public Works Committee
City of Los Angeles City Council
200 North Spring Street
Room 1010
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Council File 18-1114/Street Repairs in Omaha Heights

I initiated this action (18-1114) with Council Member Huizar on 
behalf of Omaha Heights resident Joyce Schmiesing back in 2018. We 
also started talking with neighbors and set up 
www.omahaheights.org. 

My intent and the discussion with Huizar was focused on actually 
getting the streets repaired and maintained not more excuses why 
it can't be done.

This report dated November 18, 2020 is nothing more than a 
re-hash of all the excuses that I've already heard several times 
over from Street Services and Engineering. It really does nothing 
to advance getting the streets in Omaha Heights repaired and 
maintained.

The following are just some of the issues that undermine the 
report of November 18, 2020:

1. Contradictions

The City is routinely contradicting itself by ordering property 
owners to improve streets as a condition of approval for building, 
the same streets Street Services and Engineering state in this 
report cannot be repaired or worked on.

The latest example undermining this report is Zoning Administrator 
case number ZA-2019-6490-ZAD at 4516 Cato Street. In this case the 
Zoning Administrator has just denied a variance request 
(Continuous Paved Roadway) by the applicant on this property to 
forgo the repaving/improvement of Cato Street and Verdemour Ave in 
front of the project. We attended the ZA hearing and I commented.

These are the same streets that Street Services and Engineering 
have repeatedly stated they can't repair and maintain because of 
all the excuses re-hashed in the report. But when it comes to the 
property owner he is ordered to do exactly the opposite of what 



Street Services and Engineering continue to state can't and won't 
be done. So can the streets be repaired or not?

Will this property owner be ordered to do the capital repairs that 
Engineering states must be done before any work on the streets can 
commence? As exemplified by the case below at 4750 Topaz the 
answer is no.

Even after I brought up 18-1114 in the hearing the ZA stated the 
property owner could wait for the City to do the repairs and not 
spend his own money but if he wanted to proceed now he would have 
to fund the improvements to be decided by Engineering. But wait, 
this is the same department (Engineering) that states in this 
report that the streets can't be repaired or worked on. At no time 
during the hearing did the ZA refer to these streets as the same 
ones in this report, which cannot be repaired or worked on without 
capital improvements.

Obviously there is an extreme logic problem in this process. This 
just lays clear the dysfunctional operation of these departments. 
It can't be both ways - either the streets can be repaired and 
maintained or they can't.

Further undermining the credibility of this report is 4750 Topaz.

4750 Topaz exemplifies the contradiction. Topaz is a street that 
Street Services has labeled a "Paper Street." Street Services told 
me in no uncertain terms that the City would not be doing ANY work 
any time soon on this street. Topaz is a dirt road in this area 
that is slowly washing away. Yet when the property owner at 4750 
Topaz went to develop the property the City told him to improve 
the street. The City owns this part of the street. But wait, 
again, the City can't do street work in the area for all the 
excuses we see in the just released report. But in fact there 
really are no issues. The owner paved the street in front of his 
location and did no capital repairs. I spoke with the owner and he 
relayed the above. Attached are photos of Topaz where he improved 
it.

2. Street Services Crew

I spoke with one of the Street Services crew supervisors 
who actually does the road work in the Omaha Heights area. He told 
me that if given the order they could repave these streets in 
short order. He stated more work would have to be done but it 
would be a vast improvement over what currently is the state of 



these streets. When I recounted what I had been told by Street 
Services and Engineering executives as to the issues with the 
repairs, he expressly stated he would not comment.

3. Property Taxes

And of course in the report there is NO mention of the many, many 
years that property tax has been paid that should have been going 
to maintain and repair these streets. Why are property owners 
paying twice for street repairs that are supposed to be funded by 
property taxes? Why are taxpayers now on the hook for more 
expensive repairs because of Street Services and Engineering not 
maintaining the streets? Where did all that property tax money go 
for all those years?

4. Dudley Drive Reconstruction

What happened to the Dudley Drive reconstruction project? Gas Tax 
funds of $700,000.00 were received by the City for a complete 
reconstruction of Dudley Drive. That $700,000.00 in the city 
budget became $500,000.00 and a then just a repair of a 17'x6' 
retaining wall and the pavement in front of it. I talked with the 
consultant hired by the City to advise on the 17x6 retaining wall. 
$700,000.00 to repair a 17x6 retaining wall and pavement??? Where 
did that money go and what happened to the reconstruction of 
Dudley Drive?

I hope the Public Works Committee will stop the excuses and move 
the repair work forward on the streets in Omaha Heights. The 
taxpayers shouldn't have to pay for an action to take back the 
reins from departments that have been derelict for many years in 
carrying out what they were created to do.

These are the streets in the area that we're focused on in Omaha 
Heights:

Cato Street
Cato Way
Dudley Drive
Dudley Way
Kewanee Street
Verdemour Ave
Ferntop Drive
Topaz Street
O Neill Street
Beagle Street



Rick Laudati for Omaha Heights resident Joyce Schmiesing


