MOTION

HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY

There is a homelessness crisis in the City of Los Angeles. To address this need, the City of Los Angeles has received
$85 million in direct allocation from the State of California through the statewide Homeless Emergency Aid Program
(HEAP). The City Council adopted an $85 million proposed budget for funding eligible activities. Consistent with Council
action (C.F. 18-0628) any HEAP funding request will be reviewed by the Homeless Strategy Committee (HSC) and
submitted to Council for approval.
LA Family Housing (LAFH) is an independent, tax-exempt nonprofit whose mission is to help people transition
out of homelessness and poverty through a continuum of housing enriched with supportive services. LAFH assists families
and individuals who are homeless, or in danger of homelessness, become connected to housing and supportive services
through their outreach and assessment process. Homeless Services consists of interim housing (bridge and crisis); housing
navigation intake and assessment; placement services; and housing stabilization. Supportive Services ensures that the
individuals and families served have all the resources they need to achieve stability and stay housed.
LAFH requires funding in the amount of $321,000 to finance the following three services:
•
•

•

Crisis Housing for Individuals ($107,000): Additional funds are needed to provide interim housing for individuals to
move into permanent housing from the street.
Client Flex Funds ($107,000): Client Flex Funds enable creative solutions to participants’ challenges not currently
covered through public funding options. Flex funds are needed to assist individuals and families during the process of
moving into permanent housing with storage, rental assistance and other start-up costs (utilities, etc.).
Flexible Diversion Funds ($207,000): At the time of intake, LAFH Engagement Teams look at all possible solutions
to a participant’s housing crisis that extend beyond enrollment into the Coordinated Entry System for homeless services.
Flexible diversion spending is needed to incentivize people to take in families and individuals experiencing
homelessness by assisting them with food, utilities, and rent costs.

To address the need in Council District 1, the Council should allocate HEAP funds to the activity described below:
• From the $11.5 Capital and Operating Support for Short Term Housing Interventions, Homeless Prevention, and
Diversion Programs line item, allocate:
o $321,000 to LA Family Housing for Crisis Housing for Individuals, Client Flex Funds, and Flexible
Diversion Funds,
Approximately $11.4 million remains available in this category to consider funding these requests.
1 THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the City Administrative Officer (CAO) to submit to the Homeless
Strategy Committee (HSC) for review a funding request for $321,000 to utilize State Homeless Emergency Aid (HEAP)
funds for LA Family Housing for Crisis Housing for Individuals, Client Flex Funds, and Flexible Diversion Funds in
Council District 7, as further detailed in the text of this Motion;
1 FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the CAO to submit HSC’s recommendation to Council relative to
the use of HEAP funds for the funding requests stated above;
I FURTHER MOVE that if sufficient HEAP funds are not available in Category Three to fully fund this proposal,
that the Council instruct the City Administrative Officer (CAO) to recommend alternative funding sources available.
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