motionUBLIC W0RKS & GMG REDUCTK.
The property owner at $88 South Devon Avenue (Property) is currently seeking approval of a
Tentative Tract Map to permit the subdivision of airspace for a 21-unit residential condominium building
at this location. Tentative Tract Map No. 74682 is currently under consideration by the Advisory Agency.
The Property is located in Westwood and is bounded on the south by Wilshire Boulevard, on the west
by Devon Avenue, on the north by Birchwood Drive, and to the east by the Chateau Colline.
Chateau Colline is one of the last remaining apartment buildings in the Westwood section of
Wilshire Boulevard constructed before World War II, is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, and has been designated by the City ofLos Angeles as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Birchwood
Drive is a long-established, narrow, one-way street fronting 19 single-family residential homes with no
existing sidewalks. The detached garages of the historic Chateau Colline also front Birchwood Drive.
As part of the Advisory Agency’s ongoing review, the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) is requiring
that the property owner dedicate a 12.5 foot wide strip of land along Birchwood Drive to complete a 25
foot wide half right-of-way dedication and construct a 5 foot wide concrete sidewalk and landscaping of
the parkway ora 10 foot wide full width concrete sidewalk with tree wells. All other items requested by
BOE relative to street and infrastructure improvements are not at issue and consideration of those items
by the Advisory Agency should continue.
BOE’s required 12.5 foot dedication would create an unsate right-of-way dead-ending into a
portion of the historic Chateau Colline. The historic nature of Chateau Colline will prevent future
dedications to widen the right-of-way along Birchwood Drive. Additionally, the slope on Birchwood
Drive appears to be in excess of the maximum grade permitted by the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Absent substantial excavation and shoring, which would result in a significant grade separation between
the street and the required sidewalk, and given that the sidewalk would dead-end into the Chateau
Colline, this requirement should be modified.
I THEREFORE MOVE that in the matter of Tentative Tract Map No. 74682, the City Engineer
be directed to waive the requirement that the property owner at 888 South Devon Avenue dedicate a
12.5 foot wide strip of land along Birchwood Drive to complete a 25 foot wide half right-of-way
dedication.
I FURTHER MOVE that the City Engineer be directed to waive the requirement that the property
owner at 888 South Devon Avenue construct a 5 foot wide concrete sidewalk and landscaping of the
parkway ora 10 foot wide full width concrete sidewalk with tree wells if the grade at the current property
line is greater than 5 degrees, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act The City Engineer
shall require that the property owner implement any other necessary improvepents alopg Birchwood
lin£.
Drive including concrete curb and gutter along the current prop'
PRESENTED BY:
PAUL KORETZ
Councilmember, 5th District
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