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In February 2018, the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
released its Statewide Housing Assessment 2025 (Assessment). The Assessment indicated that while 
California continues to have a strong housing demand, housing construction is constrained by regulatory 
barriers, high costs, and reduced public resources. These factors have led to an environment where 
housing demand continues to outpace housing supply.

State housing element law requires the City to show that it has adequate land zoned to accommodate 
expected population growth. The figure is called the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA). For 
the 8-year RHNA period (2014-2021), the number of housing units estimated to be needed in Los Angeles 
is 82,002 as denoted in the City’s 2013-2021 Update to the Housing Element of the General Plan, and 
adopted by the Council on October 7,2014 (Council File No. 13-1389).

There is a growing consensus that in California, the process by which new housing is approved 
can be cumbersome, time consuming, and expensive. In response to growing concern over the state’s 
housing shortage, efforts are being made at the state and local level to streamline the process for 
constructing new housing projects and reduce costs associated with the approval and construction of new 
housing. Recently, the City of Sacramento adopted a proposal reducing certain development impact fees 
for affordable dwelling units to a zero dollar rate in an attempt to remove some of the barriers to new 
housing development. The City of Los Angeles should explore all possible avenues for reducing the 
timeline, process, and costs related to the construction of new affordable housing. The reductions should 
remain in place until a permanent solution can be found, or until the City determines that reduced 
revenues are detrimentally impacting the ability to fund necessary infrastructure.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Administrative Officer, with the assistance of the Planning 
Department, Department of Building and Safety, Housing & Community Investment Department, 
Department of Transportation, Bureau of Engineering, Bureau of Sanitation, Los Angeles Fire 
Department, and Department of Water & Power, in consultation with the City Attorney, be directed to 
convene a working group with the goal of preparing a report and new departmental procedures relative to 
alleviating any barriers to expediting housing production, including but not limited to the following:

1. a housing development fee assessment, evaluating all fees associated with the approval and 
construction of new housing projects including development impact, permit, processing fees and 
any other fees associated with housing development and report on the feasibility of reducing those 
fees to or near zero for priority projects;

2. a review of the current process for approving new housing projects and identify opportunities to 
streamline and expedite the process; and

3. the feasibility of creating an ‘Affordable Housing Development Fast Track Program ’ which would 
allow affordable housing projects to benefit from an expedited approval process.
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