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RE: HCM Nomination, A. P. Carter Residence, 5020 Ambrose Avenue, CHC-2018-5298-HCM, CD 4. 

 

Dear PLUM Committee Members and Interested Parties, 
 
 Because of an earlier commitment I cannot attend today’s PLUM meeting. I am writing as the 
Preparer of the Nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status for the A. P. Carter Residence,  
5020 Ambrose Ave., CHC-2018-5298-HCM, Council District 4. 
 
 The stately, complex American Colonial Revival style L-shaped residence is sited on a rise at the 
corner of Ambrose Avenue and North Alexandria Avenue. The residence was designed by Master 
Architect, Dr. Kurt Meyer-Radon in 1936, at the end of the Great Depression. A native of Germany 
where he earned a PhD in architecture, he had an established, award-winning architectural firm with his 
brother Hans before and following World War 1, during which he served on the Eastern Frontier as a 
Communications Officer.   
 
 In 1923, the architects along with their families, relocated to Los Angeles where they together 
continued their practice of architecture. Meyer-Radon, having received his training in Germany had a 
different cultural approach which he adapted to Los Angeles. Among his recognized works are the 
Seeley Studios Building in Glendale (1925) and the Sovereign Apartment Hotel in Santa Monica (1928) 
which is on the National Register.  When he designed the Chateau des Fleurs in Hollywood (1927, HCM 
#799), each unit had different, but related designed-hardware, a roof-top garden, a play yard for 
children, and a koi pond in the patio. Each unit contained an electric range and a refrigerator with a 
water cooler which held twenty glasses of water. Electric heat operated by a button warmed each unit. 
Water softeners provided refined water. One of the commissioners pointed out that buildings simply are 
no longer designed with this individual attention to detail 
 

mailto:historichomesla@aol.com
mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org
mailto:emma.howard@lacity.org
mailto:lambert.giessinger@lacity.org
mailto:melissa.jones@lacity.org


 Meyer-Radon maintained friendships with architects Neutra, Schindler and Lloyd Wright. He was 
said by a neighbor, ‘to play the violin like a gypsy.” His wife and children each had careers in the arts. He 
was commissioned to travel back to Germany to unearth treasures for Hearst Castle.   
 To view the HCM nominated A. P. Carter Residence at 5250 Ambrose Avenue, a part of 
SurveyLA’s Potential Los Feliz Square Single-Family Residence Historic District, please gaze below. 

 

 
 

View from Alexandria Avenue, to east. 
 

 
 

5020 Ambrose Avenue, view south. 
 

 



Respectfully, 
Anna Marie Brooks 
Historian 
 


