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H.R. 1109 Mental Health Services for Students Act of 2019SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Ryu - Martinez) to include in the City’s 2019
2020 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for H.R. 1109 (Napolitano), the Mental Health 
Services for Students Act of 2019, which would provide $200,000,000 in competitive grants of up 
to $2 million each to public schools across the country to partner with local mental health 
professionals to establish on-site mental health care services for students.

SUMMARY
On June 19, 2019, the Resolution (Ryu - Martinez) was introduced in support for H.R. 1109 
(Napolitano), the Mental Health Services for Students Act of 2019, which would provide funding 
for public schools across the country to establish on-site mental health care services for students. 
The Resolution states that more than 14 million children and adolescents in the United States suffer 
from some form of mental health issue that requires intervention or monitoring and interferes with 
daily functioning. However, approximately 70 percent of adolescents with mental health problems 
go untreated because they either cannot afford care, lack access, or do not know anyone they can 
turn to for help.

The Resolution recommends support for H.R. 1109 (Napolitano), which would provide 
$200,000,000 in competitive grants of up to $2 million each to public schools across the country 
to partner with local mental health professionals to establish on-site mental health care services for 
students.

BACKGROUND
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, mental illness affects millions of youth across 
the country, with one out of five children and adolescents suffering from some form of mental 
illness. A majority of these youth go untreated because they either cannot afford care, lack access, 
or do not know anyone they can turn to for help. Currently pending in Congress is H.R. 1109 
(Napolitano), the Mental Health Services for Students Act of 2019, which would provide funding 
for public schools across the country to partner with local mental health professionals to establish 
on-site mental health care services for students. The Mental Health Services for Students Act will 
provide $200,000,000 in competitive grants of up to $2 million each and expand the scope of the 
Project Advancing Wellness and Resilience Education (AWARE) program by providing on-site 
licensed mental health professionals in schools across the country. Funding will be distributed by



the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), which will set 
guidelines and measure the outcomes of the funded programs.

The Mental Health Services for Students Act is modeled after a similar program implemented in 
2001 by Congresswoman Napolitano in her own congressional district. In 2001, Congresswoman 
Napolitano secured funding to create a pilot program to provide on-site, culturally and 
linguistically appropriate mental health services and suicide prevention services for students. With 
the assistance of the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health, her successful program, 
which began in four schools, has now expanded to 35 schools throughout the San Gabriel Valley 
and South East LA County. The program has proven to be successful in helping students overcome 
mental health issues and improving quality of life for them and their families.
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Attachment: 1. Resolution (Ryu - Martinez)



RULES, ELECT® IIMMIHTM, fM0i
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics, more than 14 million children 
and adolescents in the United States, or one in five, have some form of mental health issue that 
requires intervention or monitoring and interferes with daily functioning; and

WHEREAS, 70 percent of adolescents with mental health problems go untreated because they 
either cannot afford care, lack access, or do not know anyone they can turn to for help; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in Congress is H.R. 1109 (Napolitano), the Mental Health 
Services for Students Act of 2019, which would provide funding for public schools across the country 
to partner with local mental health professionals to establish on-site mental health care services for 
students; and

WHEREAS, since 2001 this program has been implemented in Congresswoman Napolitano’s 
congressional district and proven to be successful in helping students overcome mental health issues 
and improving quality of life for them and their families; and

WHEREAS, the Mental Health Services for Students Act of 2019 seeks to expand this model 
nationwide to provide more students with the benefits of on-site mental health care;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for H.R. 1109 (Napolitano), the Mental Health Services for Students 
Act of 2019, which would provide $200,000,000 in competitive grants of up to $2 million each to 
public schools across the country to partner with local mental health professionals to establish on-site 
mental health care services for students.
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