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SUBJECT: Resolution to support AB 18

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the Resolution (Blumenfield - Harris-Dawson) to include 
in the City’s 2019 - 2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 18 (Levine), which would 
impose an excise tax on sales of handguns and semiautomatic rifles, and require that the revenue 
generated from this tax be used to fund grants through the California Violence Intervention and 
Prevention (CalVIP) Grant Program.

SUMMARY
The Resolution (Blumenfield - Harris-Dawson), introduced on January 15, 2019, states that the 
social cost of gun ownership in the United States is significant. Estimates include $2.8 billion each 
year in medical costs for gunshot wounds and $229 billion for the annual cost of gun violence. 
While California has some of the strictest gun control regulations in the US, more can be done to 
fund violence prevention programs.

The Resolution further states that AB 18 would create an excise tax on handgun and semiautomatic 
rifle sales and use the generated revenue to support the existing CalVIP Program. CalVIP provides 
grants to local jurisdictions and community-based organizations to reduce violence in 
communities. The Resolution therefore requests that the City support AB 18.

BACKGROUND
CalVIP is the successor program to the California Gang Reduction, Intervention, and Prevention 
(CalGRIP) program. CalGRIP provided matching grants to cities for initiatives to reduce youth 
and gang-related crime. Between 2007 and 2017, the State provided approximately $9 million per 
year to CalGRIP, and the City received a guaranteed $1 million annually. In 2017, CalGRIP funds 
were turned into CalVIP funds by shifting CalGRIP away from initiatives targeting gang crime 
and affiliation toward a narrower and more objective focus on evidence-based violence prevention 
programs.

CalVIP grants are for programs that include hospital-based violence intervention programs, 
evidence-based street outreach programs, and focused deterrence strategies. These programs aim 
to interrupt cycles of violence and retaliation in order to reduce the incidence of homicides, 
shootings, and aggravated assaults. AB 18 would codify the CalVIP program established in the 
budget and provide a statutory basis for its existence. It would also codify the guidelines for the 
application and approval of grants.



To fund CalVIP, AB 18 would establish a $25 excise tax on the sale of a new handgun, 
semiautomatic rifle, or shotgun in California. An excise tax is a flat, per-unit tax that must be paid 
before specified goods can be sold. Examples of other excise taxes include gasoline, cigarettes, 
and cell phones. The most recent revenue estimates for this excise tax are $13 million in fiscal year 
2020-21 and $12.8 million in fiscal year 2021-22.

Supporters of the proposed legislation note annual estimates from gun violence total $229 billion 
once medical, law enforcement, trial and other costs are aggregated. CalVIP, by providing grants 
to fund violence intervention and prevention activities, works to reduce gun-related violence. 
Opponents argue that handguns and semiautomatic rifles are already subject to both sales and 
excise taxes, and that this tax would not serve to significantly reduce crime and there are questions 
about its constitutionality.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
Police Department

BILL STATUS
12/03/2018
3/21/2019
4/10/2019

Read first time. To print.
Referred to Committees on Public Safety and Revenue and Taxation.
From Public Safety Committee: Do pass and re-refer to Committee on 
Revenue and Taxation (5-3).
From Revenue and Taxation Committee: Amend, and do pass as amended 
and re-refer to Committee on Appropriations (8-3).
Referred to Appropriations suspense file.
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RESOLUTION J|f£|

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor, and

WHEREAS, the social costs associated with gun ownership in the United States are
significant, and include an estimated $2,8 billion each year in medical costs for gunshot wounds;
and

WHEREAS, a recent estimate put the annual cost of gun violence in the United States at 
$229 billion, with a significant amount of that cost borne by local governments for criminal justice 
and law enforcement; and

WHEREAS, California has some of the strictest gun control regulations in the United 
States, but can do more to fund violence prevention programs to limit the costs of gun violence to 
California communities; and

WHEREAS, AB 18 (Levine) would create an excise tax on handgun and semiautomatic 
rifle sales, and use the revenue generated to support the existing California Violence Intervention 
and Prevention Program (CalVIP); and

WHEREAS, CalVIP awards grants to local jurisdictions and community-based 
organizations to reduce violence in our communities; and

WHEREAS, AB 18 would ensure that violence prevention programs are funded by creating 
a tax on firearms that offsets some of the social costs of firearms borne by local governments;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019 - 2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 18 (Levine), which would impose an excise tax on sales 
of handguns and semiautomatic rifles, and require that the revenue generated from this tax be used 
to fond grants through the California Violence Intervention and Prevention (CalVIP) Grant 
Program.
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