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May 3, 2019

The Honorable Eric Garcetti 
Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 303 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attention: Ms. Mandy Morales, Office of the Mayor

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 889 (MAIENSCHEIN) - 
ANIMAL RESEARCH REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

RE:

Recommendation for Council Action, subject to the approval of the Mayor:

SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 889 (Maienschein) - Animal Research, also known as the 
California Transparency in Research Act.

At its meeting on April 9, 2019, the Board of Animal Services Commissioners considered and 
approved a recommendation of support for State Assembly Bill No. 889 (Maienschein). Additional 
information concerning the Board’s recommendation can be found in the attached approved board 
report.

If you have any questions with regards to the recommendation, please contact LaTonya Dean, 
Commission Executive Assistant at (213) 482-9597 or via e-mail at LaTonya.Dean@lacity.org.

Respectfully submitted,

fyltncjU 7'
Brenda F. Barnette 
General Manager

Attachment: April 9, 2019 Board Report - Assembly Bill No. 889 (Maienschein)

Bryan Oh, Office of the City Administrative Officercc:

Attachments
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners

PREPARED BY: Brenda BarnetteMEETING DATE: April 9, 2019

TITLE: Genera! ManagerREPORT DATE: April 1, 2019

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 889 (MAIENSCHEIN) - 
ANIMAL RESEARCH REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

SUBJECT:

BOARD ACTION RECOMMENDED:

1. SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 889 (Maienschein) - Animal Research, also known as the 
California Transparency in Research Act; and

2. AUTHORIZE staff to transmit this recommendation to the Mayor and City Council for 
consideration of adoption in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of 
the Mayor.

BACKGROUND:

In February 2019, Assemblymember Brian Maienschein introduced Assembly Bill (AB 889) which 
would amend and add sections to the Health and Safety Code relating to animal research.

SUMMARY:

AB 889 would define ‘animal’ as any live vertebrate, nonhuman animal used for diagnostic 
purposes, education or research and would require persons seeking to use animals for these 
purposes to submit an application each year to the State Department of Public Health (State). 
Applicants would be required to provide the total number of animals kept or used during the 
previous year, by species, the purposes for which the animals were used during the previous 
year, the number of animals used for each purpose, by species, and for the previous year, the 
common name and the level of pain and distress the animals experienced as defined in the Code 
of Federal Regulations.

By August 1, 2021, AB 889 would require that the State establish and maintain a publicly, 
accessible database that would allow users to search the information provided in the applications
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 889 (MAIENSCHEIN) - 

ANIMAL RESEARCH REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

for animal research. This bill is forward progress toward improving transparency as it relates to 
animal research in the State of California.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The support of AB 889 does not impact the General Fund.

Approved:

PlfU, tjulc /vtZjU__________
Brenda Barnette, General Manager

AB 889Attachment:

BOARD ACTION:

Passed Disapproved

Passed with noted modifications Continued

Tabled New Date
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE---- 2019-20 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 889

Introduced by Assembly Member Maienschein

February 20, 2019

An act to amend Sections 1651, 1666, and 1669 of, to add Section 
1671 to, and to repeal Section 1650 of, the Health and Safety Code, 
relating to animal research.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 889, as introduced, Maienschein. Animal research.
Existing law states the policy of the Legislature that the public health 

and welfare depend on the humane use of animals for scientific research 
and education. Existing law authorizes the State Department of Public 
Health to prescribe rules under which approval shall be granted to 
persons who wish to keep or use animals for diagnostic purposes, 
education, or research, and to promulgate regulations governing this 
use. Existing law exempts certain persons from those requirements, 
including persons who use or keep animals for animal training and 
animal cosmetics, among other things. A person who violates these 
provisions is guilty of a misdemeanor.

This bill would delete the policy statement described above. The bill 
would define “animal” for purposes of these provisions as any live 
vertebrate nonhuman animal used for diagnostic purposes, education, 
or research, as specified. The bill would require persons seeking to keep 
or use animals for those purposes to submit an application to the 
department annually that includes specified information, including the 
total number of animals kept during the previous year and the purposes 
for which each animal was used. The bill would require the department 
to establish and maintain a publicly accessible online database of
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— 2 —AB 889

information obtained from those applications. The bill would remove 
the exemption for persons who keep or use animals for animal training 
and animal cosmetics, among other things. By expanding the scope of 
a crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local 
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. 
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act 
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1650 of the Health and Safety Code is1
2 repealed.

1650.—The public health and welfare depend on the humane
4 use of animals for scientific advancement in the diagnosis and
5 treatment of human and animal diseases, for education, for research
6 in the advancement of veterinary, dental, medical and biologic
7 sciences, for research in animal-and human nutrition, and
8 improvement and standardization of laboratory procedures of
9 biologic products;-pharmaceuticals and drugs.

SEC. 2. Section 1651 of the Health and Safety Code is amended

3

10
11 to read:
12 1651. (a) The State Department of Public Health Services
13 shall administer the provisions of this chapter.
14 Every chapter. Every provision of this chapter shall be liberally
15 construed to protect the interests of all persons and animals
16 affected.
17 As

(b) As used in this chapter, “person” includes: the following 
19 definitions apply:

(1) A “person” includes a laboratory, firm, association, 
21 corporation, copartnership,-and or educational institution.

As used in this chapter,
(2) The “board” or “department” means the State Department 

24 of Health Services. Public Health.
(3) An “animal” means a live vertebrate nonhuman animal kept 

26 or used by a person for the purposes described in this chapter.

18

20

22
23

25
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— 3 — AB 889

SEC. 3. Section 1666 of the Health and Safety Code is amended1
2 to read:

1666. No-shall (a) A person shall not keep or use animals for
4 diagnostic purposes, education education, or research unless
5 approved by

(b) A person seeking to use an animal for diagnostic purposes, 
1 education, or research shall submit an application to the
8 department, on an annual basis, that includes all of the following
9 information:

(1) The total number of animals kept or used during the previous 
11 year, by species.

(2) The purposes for which animals were used during the
13 previous year, and the number of animals used for each purpose,
14 by species.

(3) For the previous year, the common name and number of
16 animals in each pain and distress category defined in paragraphs
17 (5) to (8), inclusive, of Section 2.36(b) of Title 9 of the Code of
18 Federal Regulations.

SEC. 4. Section 1669 of the Health and Safety Code is amended

3

t department.
6

10

12

15

19
20 to read:
21 1669. This
22 1669. (a) This chapter applies to any person or facility using
23 animals for research, testing, or training of scientists or healthcare
24 providers, including a person or facility that is registered with the
25 United States Department of Agriculture or has received an Animal
26 Welfare Assurance from the National Institutes of Health.
27 (b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), this chapter does not apply

a veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary
29 medicine in this State or to any state, or to a place of business
30 operated by such veterinary, nor to animal training, -animal
31 cosmetics and routine animal husbandry practices, ner to
32 laboratories subject ^to control or regulation by the National
33 Institutes ofHcalth or the Federal Bureau of Animal Industry, that
34 veterinarian.

28

SEC. 5. Section 1671 is added to the Health and Safety Code,35
36 to read:

1671. (a) On or before August 1, 2021, the department shall
38 establish and maintain a publicly accessible and searchable online
39 database of information contained in applications submitted
40 pursuant to Section 1666.

37
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(b) For each application, the database shall include all of the 
following information:

(1) The name of the applicant.
(2) The total number of animals kept or used during the previous 

year, by species.
(3) The purposes for which animals were used during the 

previous year, and the number of animals used for each purpose, 
by species.

(4) For the previous year, the common name and number of 
animals in each pain and distress category defined in paragraphs 
(5) to (8), inclusive, of Section 2.36(b) of Title 9 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations.

(c) The department shall make the information in subdivision 
(b), and a copy of each application in its entirety, available through 
the database within 60 days after receiving an application.

SEC. 6. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to 
Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because 
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school 
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or 
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty 
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of 
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within 
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California 
Constitution.
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