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May 3, 2019 REVISED - 5/3/19

The Honorable Eric Garcetti 
Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 303 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attention: Ms. Mandy Morales, Office of the Mayor

RE: RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 44 (FRIEDMAN) 
PROHIBITION ON THE SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF FUR PRODUCTS

Recommendation for Council Action, subject to the approval of the Mayor:

SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 44 (Friedman) - Prohibition on the Sale and Distribution of Fur 
Products, also known as the California State Fur Ban.

At its meeting on April 9, 2019, the Board of Animal Services Commissioners considered and 
approved a recommendation of support for State Assembly Bill No. 44 (Friedman). Additional 
information concerning the Board’s recommendation can be found in the attached approved board 
report.

If you have any questions with regards to the recommendation, please contact LaTonya Dean, 
Commission Executive Assistant at (213) 482-9597 or via e-mail at LaTonya.Dean@lacity.org.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda F. Barnette 
General Manager

Attachment: April 9, 2019 Board Report - Assembly Bill No. 44 (Friedman)

Bryan Oh, Office of the City Administrative Officercc:

Attachments
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners

MEETING DATE: PREPARED BY: Brenda BarnetteApril 9, 2019

REPORT DATE: April 1,2019 TITLE: General Manager

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 44 (FRIEDMAN) - 
PROHIBITION ON THE SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF FUR PRODUCTS

SUBJECT:

BOARD ACTION RECOMMENDED:

1. SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 44 (Friedman), also known as the California State Fur Ban;
and

2. AUTHORIZE staff to transmit this recommendation to the Mayor and City Council for 
consideration of adoption in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of 
the Mayor.

BACKGROUND:

In December 2018, Assemblymember Laura Friedman introduced Assembly Bill (AB 44) which 
would amend sections of the Fish and Game Code relating to the sell, trade or other distribution 
of fur products.

SUMMARY:

In September 2018, the Los Angeles City Council approved a ban on the manufacture and sale 
of fur products in the City of Los Angeles. The prohibition was a progressive step in animal 
welfare for the City of Los Angeles. AB 44 offers a progressive step in animal welfare for the 
State of California and would make it unlawful to manufacture, sell, offer for sale, display for sale, 
trade, give donate or otherwise distribute a fur product. The bill exempts leather, cowhide, and 
shearling, as well as fur products used for religious purposes and used fur. The prohibition 
would apply only to the sale and manufacture of products including, but not limited to clothing, 
handbags, shoes, slippers, hats, or key chains that contain fur and provides for a civil penalty for 
each violation.
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 44 (FRIEDMAN) - 

PROHIBITION ON THE SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF FUR PRODUCTS

AB 44 would help deter the suffering and inhumane treatment that animals may be subjected to 
at fur farms and other facilities and would make California the first state to outlaw the sale and 
manufacture of fur products within its borders.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The support of AB 44 does not impact the General Fund.

Approved:

Brenda Barnette, General Manager

Attachment: AB 44

BOARD ACTION:

Passed Disapproved

Passed with noted modifications Continued

New DateTabled

2



AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 13, 2019 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 25, 2019

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE---- 2019-20 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 44

Introduced by Assembly Member Friedman

December 3, 2018

An act to amend Section 3039 of, and to add Section 2023 to, the 
Fish and Game Code, relating to fur products.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 44, as amended, Friedman. Fur products: prohibition.
Existing federal law requires that for products be labeled with the 

names of any animals used, the manufacturer, the country of origin, 
and other specified information.

Existing state law makes it unlawful to import into this state for 
commercial purposes, to possess with intent to sell, or to sell within the 
state, the dead body, or any part or product thereof, of specified species 
of animals.

Existing state law, except as specified, requires every person, other 
than a for dealer, who traps for-bearing mammals or nongame mammals, 
designated by the Fish and Game Commission, or who sells raw fors 
of those mammals, to procure a trapping license from the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. Existing law provides that products or handicraft 
items made from for-bearing mammals and nongame mammals lawfully 
taken under the authority of a trapping license may be purchased or 
sold at any time. Existing law authorizes the commission to adopt 
regulations regarding the taking and sale of mammals taken under a 
trapping license. Under existing law, the provisions governing trapping
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— 2 —AB 44

in the Fish and Game Code do not apply to, or prohibit the propagation 
of, fur-bearing mammals that are confined in accordance with 
regulations of the commission. Existing law generally makes violations 
of provisions relating to fish and wildlife a crime.

This bill would make it unlawful to sell, offer for sale, display for 
sale, trade, give, donate, or otherwise distribute a fur product, as defined, 
in the state. The bill would also make it unlawful to manufacture a fur 
product in the state. The bill would exempt from these prohibitions used 
fur products, as defined, and fur products used for religious specified 
purposes. The bill would require a person that sells or trades any fur 
product exempt from this prohibition to maintain records of each sale 
or trade of an exempt fur product for at least one year. A person who 
violates these prohibitions would not be subject to criminal penalty but 
would be subject to specified civil penalties. The bill would authorize 
the department, the Attorney General, or the city attorney of the city or 
the district attorney or county counsel of the county in which a violation 
of one of these prohibitions occurs to bring a civil action to recover the 
civil penalty. The bill would require the civil penalty to be deposited 
in the Fish and Game Preservation Fund. The bill would also authorize 
the recovery of the reasonable costs of investigation, reasonable 
attorney’s fees, and reasonable expert witness’ fees, which would be 
required to be credited to the same operating funds as that from which 
the expenditures for those purposes were derived.

The bill would make a conforming change.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2023 is added to the Fish and Game Code, 
to read:

2023. (a) For purposes of this section, the following definitions 
shall apply:

(1) “Fur” means any animal skin or part thereof with hair, fleece, 
or fhr fibers attached thereto, either in its raw or processed state. 
“Fur” does not include such skins or parts thereof that are to be 
converted into leather, which in processing will have the hair, 
fleece, or fur fiber completely removed; cowhide with hair attached 
thereto;-©^ lambskin or sheepskin with hair attached thereto.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

97



— 3 — AB 44

thereto; or the skin or hide with or without the hair, fleece, or fur 
fibers attached thereto of any lawfully taken game mammal.

(2) “Fur product” means any article of clothing or covering for 
any part of the body, or any fashion accessory, including, but not 
limited to, handbags, shoes, slippers, hats, ear-muffs, scarves, 
shawls, gloves, jewelry, keychains, toys or trinkets, and home 
accessories and decor, that is made in whole or in part of fur. “Fur 
product” does not include any dog or cat fur product, as defined 
in Section 1308 of Title 19 of the United States Code.

(3) “Used fur product” means a fur product that a person has 
acquired for their own use and worn.

(b) (1) It is unlawful to sell, offer for sale, display for sale, 
trade, give, donate, or otherwise distribute a fur product in the 
state.

(2) It is unlawful to manufacture a fur product in the state.
(c) The prohibitions set forth in subdivision (b) do not apply to 

any of the following:
(1) A used fur product.
(2) A fur product used for religious purposes.
(3) A fur product used for tribal, cultural, or spiritual purposes 

by a member of a federally recognized Native American tribe or 
a nonfederally recognized California Native American tribe listed 
on the California Tribal Consultation List maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Commission.

(d) A person who sells or trades any used fur product or fur 
product described in subdivision (c) shall maintain a record of 
each sale or trade of one of those exempt fur products for at least 
one year. A violation of this subdivision is not subject to a criminal 
or civil penalty.

(e) (1) A person who violates subdivision (b) is not subject to 
the criminal penalties set forth in this code, but is subject to the 
following civil penalties:

(A) For the first violation and for a violation that does not meet 
the requirements of subparagraph (B) or (C), a civil penalty of up 
to five hundred dollars ($500).

(B) For a violation that occurred within one year of a previous 
violation, a civil penalty of up to seven hundred fifty dollars ($750).

(C) For a violation that occurred within one year of a second or 
subsequent violation, a civil penalty of up to one thousand dollars 
($1,000).
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(2) Each fur product that constitutes a violation of subdivision 
(b) shall be treated as a separate violation.

(f) (1) The department, the Attorney General, or the city 
attorney of the city or the district attorney or county counsel of the 
county in which a violation of subdivision (b) occurs, may bring 
a civil action to recover the civil penalty in subdivision (e). The 
civil action shall be brought in the county in which the violation 
occurs and any penalty imposed shall be transferred to the 
Controller for deposit in the Fish and Game Preservation Fund in 
accordance with Section 13001.

(2) In an action brought under this section, in addition to the 
penalty specified in subdivision (e), the reasonable costs of 
investigation, reasonable attorney’s fees, and reasonable expert 
witness’ fees may also be recovered and those amounts shall be 
credited to the same operating funds as those from which the 
expenditures for those purposes were derived.

SEC. 2. Section 3039 of the Fish and Game Code is amended 
to read:

3039. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, Section 
3087, Section 4303, another provision of this code, or a regulation 
adopted pursuant to this code, it is unlawful to sell or purchase a 
bird or mammal found in the wild in California.

(b) Shed antlers, or antlers taken from domestically reared 
animals that have been manufactured into products or handicraft 
items, or that have been cut into blocks or units that are to be 
handcrafted or manufactured into those articles may be purchased 
or sold at any time. However, complete antlers, whole heads with 
antlers, antlers that are mounted for display, or antlers in velvet 
may not be sold or purchased at any time, except as authorized by 
Section 3087.

(c) Notwithstanding Section 3504, inedible parts of domestically 
raised game birds may be sold or purchased at any time.

(d) A person who illegally takes a bird or mammal for profit or 
for personal gain by engaging in an activity authorized by this 
section is subject to civil liability pursuant to Section 2582.
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners

April 9, 2019 PREPARED BY: Brenda BarnetteMEETING DATE:

TITLE: General ManagerREPORT DATE: April 1, 2019

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1586 (KALRA) - 
PROHIBITION OF PUPILS FROM PERFORMING ANIMAL DISSECTIONS

SUBJECT:

BOARD ACTION RECOMMENDED:

1. SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 1586 (Kalra), also known as the Replacing Animals in Science 
Education (RAISE) Act; and

2. AUTHORIZE staff to transmit this recommendation to the Mayor and City Council for 
consideration of adoption in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of 
the Mayor.

BACKGROUND:

In February 2019, Assemblymember Ash Kalra introduced Assembly Bill (AB 1586) which would 
amend sections of the Education Code relating to pupil instruction and animal dissection.

SUMMARY:

Most schools that have a curriculum that includes dissection, typically uses frogs and worms for 
their assignments, however, recent surveys have shown that fetal pigs, cats, sharks, sheep and 
other animals may also be used in dissections. Current law allows students from kindergarten 
through the twelfth grade with a moral objection to dissecting animals for educational purposes, 
an option to refrain from doing so and instead be given an option to complete an alternative 
assignment in order to obtain the knowledge or information from the course.

AB 1586 would prohibit any pupil (kindergarten through twelfth grade) at all private and public 
schools from performing dissections, and would replace animal dissection activities with modern 
and humane teaching methods more in line with industry standards and best practices such as 
the use of three-dimensional models, films and virtual simulations.
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners 
SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1586 (KALRA) - 

PROHIBITION OF PUPILS FROM PERFORMING ANIMAL DISSECTIONS

?27_ .i. iL. SSeSI&SSS

FISCAL IMPACT:

The support of AB 1586 does not impact the General Fund.

Approved:

/Vm nc£t
Brenda Barnette, General Manager

Attachment: AB 1586

BOARD ACTION:

Passed Disapproved

Passed with noted modifications Continued

Tabled New Date
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE---- 2019-20 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1586

Introduced by Assembly Member Kalra

February 22, 2019

An act to amend Sections 32255, 32255.1, and 32255.5 of, and to 
amend the heading of Chapter 2.3 (commencing with Section 32255) 
of Part 19 of Division 1 of Title 1 of, the Education Code, relating to 
pupil instruction.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1586, as introduced, Kalra. Pupil instruction: animal dissection.
Existing law authorizes a pupil with a moral objection to dissecting 

or otherwise harming or destroying an animal to refrain from 
participation in an educational project that involves the harmful or 
destructive use of animals. Existing law authorizes a pupil who chooses 
to refrain, with the approval of the teacher, to complete an alternative 
education project in order to obtain the knowledge, information, or 
experience required by the course of study in question.

This bill would prohibit a pupil in any California private or public 
school in kindergarten and grades 1 through 12, from performing 
dissection. The bill would define dissection as the viewing of the, or 
act of, dismembering or otherwise destructive use of an invertebrate or 
vertebrate animal, as specified, in the study of biological sciences, 
excluding fixed histological samples of any species. The bill would also 
add items that may be included as an alternative education project for 
the purpose of demonstrating knowledge if a pupil has a moral objection 
to participating in an education project involving the harmful or 
destructive use of animals.
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— 2 —AB 1586

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no. 
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 2.3 (commencing with 
Section 32255) of Part 19 of Division 1 of Title 1 of the Education 
Code is amended to read:

1
2
3
4

Chapter 2.3. Modernization of Biological Teaching 
Methods and Pupils’ Rights to Refrain From the Harmful 

or Destructive Use of Animals

5
6
7
8

SEC. 2. Section 32255 of the Education Code is amended to9
read:10

32255. As used in this chapter;
(a) “Animal” means any living organism of the kingdom 

animalia, beings that typically differ from plants in capacity for 
spontaneous movement and rapid motor response to stimulation 
by a usually greater mobility with some degree of voluntary 
locomotor ability and by greater irritability commonly mediated 
through a more or less centralized nervous system, beings that are 
characterized by a requirement for complex organic nutrients 
including proteins or their constituents that are usually digested 
in an internal cavity before assimilation into the body proper, and 
beings that are distinguished from typical plants by lack of 
chlorophyll, by an inability to perform photosynthesis, by cells 
that lack cellulose walls, and by the frequent presence of discrete 
complex sense organs.

(b) “Alternative education project” includes, but is not limited 
to, the use of video recordings, three-dimensional models, films, 
books, interactive simulation software and computers, which and 
assessments of knowledge that would provide an alternate avenue 
for obtaining the knowledge, information, or experience required 
by the course of study in question. “Alternative education project 
also includes “alternative test.

(c) “Pupil” means a person under 18 years of age who is 
matriculated in a course of instruction in an educational institution 
within the scope of Section 32255.5. For the purpose of asserting 
the pupil’s rights and receiving any notice or response pursuant to

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30 3

31 - ,■

32
33
34
35
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— 3 — AB 1586

1 this chapter, “pupil” also includes the parents of the matriculated
2 minor.
3 (d) “Dissection ” means the viewing of the, or act of,
4 dismembering or otherwise destructive use of an invertebrate or
5 vertebrae animal, in part or in whole, presewed or freshly killed,
6 in the study of biological sciences. Animal dissection does not
7 include fixed histological samples of any species, including, but
8 not limited to, plain or stained microscope slides, owl pellets,
9 human autopsy viewing, andplastinated human organs.

10 SEC. 3. Section 32255.1 of the Education Code is amended to
11 read:
12 32255.1. (a)
13 32255.1. (a) A pupil shall not perform dissection in a
14 California public or private school.
15 (b) Except as otherwise provided in Section 32255.6, any pupil
16 with a moral objection to dissecting or otherwise harming or
17 destroying animals, or any parts thereof, shall notify his or her the
18 pupil’s teacher regarding this objection, upon notification by the
19 school of his or her the pupil’s rights pursuant to Section 32255.4.
20 (b)
21 (c) If the pupil chooses to refrain from participation in an
22 education project involving the harmful or destructive use of
23 animals, and if the teacher believes that an adequate alternative
24 education project is possible, the teacher may work with the pupil
25 to develop and agree upon an-alternate alternative education proj ect
26 for the purpose of providing the pupil an alternate avenue for
27 obtaining the knowledge, information, or experience required by
28 the course of study in question.
29 (e)
30 (d) The alternative education project shall require a comparable
31 time and effort investment by the pupil. It shall not, as a means of
32 penalizing the pupil, be more arduous than the original education
33 project.
34 <d)
35 (e) The pupil shall not be discriminated against based upon-his
36 or her the pupil’s decision to
37 pursuant to this chapter.
38 (e)

the pupil’s rights

(f) Pupils choosing an alternative educational project shall pass 
40 all examinations of the respective course of study in order to
39
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receive credit for that course of study. However, if tests require 
the harmful or destructive use of animals, a pupil may, similarly, 
seek alternative tests pursuant to this chapter.

1
2
3

m4
(gj A pupil’s objection to participating in an educational project 

pursuant to this section shall be substantiated by a note from-hts 
or her the pupil’s parent or guardian.

SEC. 4. Section 32255.5 of the Education Code is amended to

5
6
7
8

read:9
32255.5. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, 

this chapter applies to all levels of instruction in all public and 
private schools operating programs-from in kindergarten through 
and grades 1 to 12, inclusive.

10
11
12
13

O
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