
RULES, ELECTIONS & IMTERGOVEfiNMEBTAL REUTSO
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, at a time when the global environment is suffering from rapidly-worsening climate 
disruption, widespread water pollution, massive biodiversity depletion as evidenced by the 
announcement that we are currently experiencing the planet’s sixth mass extinction event, the Trump 
Administration has taken reckless aim at the Country’s banner environmental protections, including the 
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act; and
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WHEREAS, California is a world leader in environmental protection policies and has taken a 
strong stand against any weakening of environmental protection; and

WHEREAS, Governor Gavin Newsom stated during his gubernatorial campaign that the State 
government ought to reflect the values of its people and sqid that “it is outrageous that the Trump 
Administration has proposed removing protections for public lands... California will continue to lead 
the nation and the world in clean energy, conservation, and. the fight against climate change;” and

WHEREAS, Governor Newsom said in his inaugural address oh January 7,2019: "[T]here is an 
administration in Washington hostile to California’s values and interests. California has always 
helped write America’s future. And we know the decisions we make', would be important at any lime. 
But what we do today is even more consequential, because of what’s happening in our country. 
People’s lives, freedom, security, the water we drink, the air we breathe - they all hang in the 
balance. The country is watching us;" and •

WHEREAS, State Bill 1, the California Environmental, Public Health and Workers Defense Act, 
authored by Senate Pro Tern Toni Atkins and passed the Stpte legislature in both houses by wide 
margins on September 14th, 2019, a bill which aims to provide clear direction to State agencies that 
the State can and must block reckless rollbacks of long-standing federal policies by an exploitative 
Trump administration who would undermine protections for California’s workers, air, water, wildlife 
and endangered species; and

WHEREAS, SB 1 would require the State to use the be^t available science to update State policies 
when Federal rollbacks are based on bogus or no science; and >

WHEREAS, SB 1 would protect Endangered Species by requiring- the State to ensure that State 
protections adopted to protect against Federal Endangered Species Act rollbacks comply with the 
explicit directive in the State Endangered Species Act to make “determination[s] based on the best 
scientific and other information that is reasonably available” Fish & Code sec. 2081 (c); and

WHEREAS, SB 1 would codify practices, and provide clear direction to State agencies to 
regularly review Federal rollbacks and to quickly backstop those rollbacks with emergency State 
regulation where needed to maintain the status quo and prevent lengthy State bureaucratic studies 
and delays; and j* ■

WHEREAS, in essence, SB 1 directs state agencies to immediately adopt comparable proteci 
for any federal protections gutted by the Trump Administration; and
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WHEREAS, the Federal Interior Department, under the former lobbyist of the Westlands Water 
District, is currently planning to defy existing endangered species requirements by providing less 
water through the Delta than is called for in existing State and Federal permits; and

WHEREAS, the State Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) has the authority to require the 
Federal Central Valley Project to comply with that State permit and, while three previous State 
administrations have exercised that authority, to date, the DFW has said nothing about this new 
planned violation and many worse exceedances are coming soon from the Federal Central Valley 
Project; and

WHEREAS, any position taken by the State of California is often emulated and adopted around 
the Country as an environmental best practice and can have significant and lasting impacts; and

WHEREAS, strong environmental protections are necessary for the healthy future and security of the 
City, all its people, and all the flora and fauna which are .essential tg life;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence' of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program 
SUPPORT for Governor Newsom to sign and approve SB 1, which will continue to protect and preserve 
California’s world-class natural resources and which will send a clear message to the White House that 
California will not stand for the reckless assault on California’s nor ilanet’s vital ecosystems.

PRESENTED BY:
PAUL KORETZ 
Councilmember, 5th District
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