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Resolution to Support SB 18 (Skinner)SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached amended Resolution (Koretz - Bonin) to include in the 
City’s 2019-2020 State Legislative Program, SUPPORT for SB 18 (Skinner) which would create a guide 
of State laws pertaining to landlords and the tenant-landlord relationship, provide a new appropriation for 
the California Emergency Solutions and Housing Program, and create the Homelessness Prevention and 
Legal Aid Fund to aid tenants facing eviction or displacement IF AMENDED to include further appropriate 
services such as landlord and tenant counseling, attorney and staff training, and community education as 
eligible services for the proposed funding.

SUMMARY
The Resolution (Koretz - Bonin), introduced January 25, 2019, advises that SB 18 would strengthen the 
State of California’s role in helping tenants deal with the challenges of remaining housed and to help local 
jurisdictions provide legal, financial, and informational resources to tenants and landlords. SB 18 proposes 
providing funding for rental and legal aid assistance through a proposed Homeless Prevention and Legal 
Aid Fund. The Resolution further advises that on August 22nd, 2018, the City Council approved the creation 
of a “Right-to-Counsel” program (CF 18-0610) which would address the topics covered in SB 18, as well 
as counseling, attorney and staff training, community education, and other services. The City could greatly 
benefit from the opportunity to apply for State funding under the provisions of SB 18, especially if amended 
to accommodate all of the elements of the City’s proposed program.

The Resolution recommends that the City support SB 18 which would create a guide of State laws 
pertaining to landlords and the tenant-landlord relationship, provide a new appropriation for the California 
Emergency Solutions and Housing Program, and create the Homelessness Prevention and Legal Aid Fund 
to aid tenants facing eviction or displacement, if amended to include additional services eligible for funding.

BACKGROUND
Citing the higher levels of homelessness due to increasing rental rates throughout the State of California, 
SB 18 (Skinner) finds that the provision of emergency financial assistance and legal aid to keep residents 
from being evicted will prevent evictions and potentially break the cycle of poverty.

SB 18 would require the State Department of Housing and Community Development (Department) to 
develop and publish on its website a guide to all state laws pertaining to landlords and landlord-tenant 
relationship. The Department would also be required to: 1.) provide for a template to allow cities and 
counties to include their own ordinances regulating landlord-tenant relationships in the proposed guide; 2.) 
direct the Department to survey each city in the State to determine which cities provide resources or 
programs to inform landlords of their legal rights and obligations, and 3.) provide a list of cities which offer 
the most robust resources and programs.



In addition, SB 18 would add a permanent appropriation to the Emergency Solutions and Housing Program 
from the State General Fund. The exact funding amount to be appropriated has not yet been determined. 
SB 18 would also create the Homeless Prevention and Legal Aid Fund for the purpose of providing legal 
aid to tenants facing eviction or displacement. The Resolution seeks an amendment to SB 18 to align the 
bill with the City’s forthcoming “Right-to-Counsel” program by including services such as landlord and 
tenant counseling, attorney and staff training, and community education as eligible services for the proposed 
funding.

Support for SB 18 (Skinner) is consistent with City efforts to educate residents regarding rental housing 
laws and tenant assistance programs and to identify new funding sources to support tenant assistance 
programs and prevent displacement.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency 
must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and

WHEREAS, SB 18 (Skinner), also known as the “Keep Californians Housed Act,” proposes to 
strengthen the State of California’s role in helping tenants deal with the challenges of remaining housed 
and to help local jurisdictions provide legal, financial and informational resources to tenants and landlords 
alike in the effort to resolve conflicts and help people avoid become homeless; and

WHEREAS, SB 18 proposes to provide unspecified amounts of funding, in the form of 
competitive grants, to local jurisdictions for rental assistance (via the existing California Emergency 
Solutions and Housing Program) and legal aid assistance via a to-be-established “Homelessness Prevention 
and Legal Aid Fund;” and

WHEREAS, on August 22nd, 2018, the City Council approved Council File 18-0610 calling for 
the creation of a “Right-to-Counsel” program to accomplish similar goals in the City of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, this proposed program, still in preparatory stages, would address the topics covered 
in SB 18, as well as counseling, attorney and staff training, community education on landlord-tenant issues 
and laws, and possibly other services; and

WHEREAS, the City could benefit greatly from the opportunity to apply for State funding for its 
proposed Right-to-Counsel program under the provisions of SB 18, especially if amended to accommodate 
all of the elements of the City’s proposed program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program, SUPPORT 
for SB 18 (Skinner) which would create a guide of State laws pertaining to landlords and the tenant-landlord 
relationship, provide a new appropriation for the California Emergency Solutions and Housing Program, 
and create the Homelessness Prevention and Legal Aid Fund to aid tenants facing eviction or displacement 
IF AMENDED to include further appropriate services such as landlord and tenant counseling, attorney and 
staff training, and community education as eligible services for the proposed funding.



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body 
or agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, SB 18 (Skinner), also known as the "Keep Californians Housed Act," proposes to 
strengthen the State of California's role in helping tenants deal with the challenges of remaining 
housed and to help local jurisdictions provide legal, financial and informational resources to 
tenants and landlords alike in the effort to resolve conflicts and help people avoid becoming 
homeless; and

WHEREAS, SB 18 proposes to provide unspecified amounts of funding, in the form of 
competitive grants, to local jurisdictions for rental assistance (via the existing California 
Emergency Solutions and Housing Program) and legal aid assistance via a to-be-established 
"Homelessness Prevention and Legal Aid Fund;" and

WHEREAS, on August 22nd, 2018, the City Council approved Council File 18-0610 calling for the 
creation of a "Right-to-Counsel" program to accomplish similar goals in the City of Los Angeles;
and

WHEREAS, this proposed program, still in preparatory stages, would address the topics covered 
in SB 18, as well as counseling, attorney and staff training, community education on landlord- 
tenant issues and laws, and possibly other services; and

WHEREAS, The City could benefit greatly from the opportunity to apply for state funding for its 
proposed Right-to-Counsel program under the provisions of SB 18, especially if they are 
amended to accommodate all of the elements of the City's proposed program.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 state legislative 
program SUPPORT provided that the bill is amended to include landlord and tenant counseling, 
attorney and staff training, community education, and other appropriate services as eligible 
components of local programs eligible for funding from the California Emergency Solutions and 
Housing Program and the proposed Homelessness Prevention and Legal Aid Fund.
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