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Firefighter/Paramedic Emergency Response Measure

SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution (Rodriguez - Lee) to include in the 
City’s 2019 - 2020 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Los Angeles County Fire District 
911 Firefighter/Paramedic Emergency Response Measure.

SUMMARY
On December 6, 2019 a Resolution (Rodriguez - Lee) was introduced to support the Los Angeles 
County Fire District 911 Firefighter/Paramedic Emergency Response Measure also known as 
Measure FD. The Resolution states that the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACoFD) 
provides fire and emergency medical services to a large portion of the County including the City 
of Los Angeles. LACoFD is one of the City’s closest partners in emergencies. Los Angeles County 
Fire Department has worked very closely with the Los Angeles Fire Department in a vast number 
of emergencies including the recent wild fires. LACoFD’s resources have been stretched thin. 
They have had to battle wildfires and handle a large volume of emergency calls with dated 
equipment. The Resolution states that LACoFD does not receive enough funding from the 
County’s general fund. They rely vastly on property tax assessments and other fees for their 
budget.

On December 3, 2019, the County Board of Supervisors approved a Motion to place a measure on 
the March 2020 ballot that would establish a parcel tax of 6 cents per square foot of structural 
improvements on all improved parcels in the Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County to 
fund LACoFD services. The measure would only be applied to properties located in areas serviced 
by the LACoFD. The measure would raise an estimated $134 million to go towards resources, 
personnel, and equipment upgrades. The Resolution, therefore, seeks an official position of the 
City of Los Angeles to support Measure FD.

BACKGROUND
With wild fires on the rise, the demand for emergency services is vastly increasing and the amount 
of firefighters and paramedics does not meet the growing needs, jeopardizing the response time of 
emergency services. LACoFD provides fire protection, 9-1-1 medical assistance, and rescue 
operations 24 hours a day 7 days a week within the Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County. 
They respond to over 1,200 calls a day. Since 2008, the number of calls for medical emergency 
services such as heart attacks and car accidents has increased 50 percent, while the number of 
paramedics on staff has only increased 5 percent.
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LACoFD is also lacking personnel. They do not have the funding to meet the national standard 
staffing levels set by the National Fire Protection Association. LACoFD is not only understaffed 
but also deals with 20-year-old fire engines and rescue vehicles that are constantly breaking down, 
emergency vehicles without GPS, as well as a 30-year-old outdated 9-1-1 communications system. 
LACoFD is one of the largest emergency services agencies in the world. Their aging equipment 
and communications system threatens their ability to protect lives and infrastructure.
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Kimberly Tejada 
Analyst
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RESOLUTION RULES, ELECTIONS. INTFRGOWW- ^fUTIOl

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACoFD) provides fire and 
emergency medical service to a large swath of the County, including in many areas bordering the 
City of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, LACoFD has worked closely with the Los Angeles City Fire Department 
(LAFD) in a number of large scale emergencies, including recent wildfires, and is one of the City’s 
closest partners during emergency response; and

WHEREAS, LACoFD’s resources have been stretched thin through increased calls for 
service and wildfires, its equipment is aging and its stations and communication networks are in 
need of upgrades; and

WHEREAS, LACoFD is reliant on property tax assessments and other fees for its budget, 
and it receives very little funding support from the Los Angeles County general fund; and

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2019, the County Board of Supervisors approved a Motion 
to place a measure on the March 2020 ballot to establish a new parcel tax to fund LACoFD 
services; and

WHEREAS, this measure would apply only to properties in areas served by LACoFD, and 
would raise an estimated $134 million for additional resources, personnel and equipment upgrades;
and

WHEREAS, in this era of increased wildfire threats and other strains on public safety 
resources, is it imperative that LACoFD be adequately supported;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019 - 2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for the “Los Angeles County Fire District 911 
Firefighter/Paramedic Emergency Response Measure,” a proposed parcel tax on properties in areas 
serviced by the Los Angeles County Fire Department to fund increased resources and staffing in 
the Department.

PRESENTED BY:
MONICA RODRIGUEZ 
Councilmember, 7th District/0°
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