
RULES, elections, intergovernmental relation?
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council 
with the concurrence of the Mayor; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Los Angeles rests on land that has been inhabited by indigenous 
people for thousands of years, and currently has the largest number of Native Americans in any 
urban location in the United States; and,

WHEREAS, The Femandeno Tataviam tribal territory encompasses the area from the 
western arm of the San Gabriel mountains north of the Santa Monica Mountains and westward 
along the crest of the Santa Susana Mountains towards the northwest of Lake Pyramid and south 
of Quail Lake off HWY 138, with significant portions within the City of Los Angeles; and,

WHEREAS, The Femandeno Tataviam are a prosperous and generous American Indian 
tribe of the southern California area. Centuries before European contact, the Femandeno 
Tataviam maintained their own government, laws, customs, religion, art, a monetary system, and 
other cultural exchange; and,

WHEREAS, The San Fernando Mission was established in 1797 and gathered converts 
from the Indian villages in the geographically surrounding area ranging from present day Santa 
Catalina Island and Malibu in the west, Cahuenga and Encino in the south, Tujunga in the east, 
and as far north as present-day Tejon ranch; and,

WHEREAS, The State of California has had consistent interaction with the Femandeno 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians, formally known as the San Fernando Mission Indians and 
Femandeno Indians. The Femandefio tribal citizens were listed as eligible to receive benefits 
pursuant to federal laws to settle land claims of the California Indians; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Los Angeles acknowledges that the Femandeno Tataviam Band 
of Mission Indians community existed and continues to exist without interruption to the present 
day; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Los Angeles acknowledges that the Femandeno Tataviam have 
held general tribal government meetings in the Los Angeles County area and trace their lineage 
to the earliest records of California including land settlements signed in the 1840’s and to the 
inclusion of their citizens of the first Indian rolls compiled by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the 
late 1920’s; and,

WHEREAS, The City of Los Angeles acknowledges that Femandeno Tataviam citizens 
participate consistently in tribal governmental and cultural affairs and contribute to the State of 
California and United States; and,
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WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles acknowledges the Femandeno Tataviam Band of 
Mission Indians as a California Native American tribal government that is an historic and 
aboriginal tribe of the northern Los Angeles County and western Ventura County areas, and 
recognizes the continued existence of the Femandeno Tataviam tribal community within the 
City; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Femandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians petition 
#158, before the Bureau of Indian Affairs that would formalize recognition to the Femandeno 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians as an aboriginal tribe of the Los Angeles and Ventura 
Counties.

PROPOSED BY:
MITCH O’FARRELL 
Councilmember, 13111 District

SECONDED BY:
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