
RULES, ELECTIONS & IHTIRGOVERNHEMTAL RELATIONS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Armenian Genocide started out with the arrest and murder of all Key 
community, intellectual, political and religious leaders; followed by the arrest and murder of all 
able bodied men, and the deportation of the remaining women and children under such 
conditions as to assure their death by starvation;

WHEREAS, Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term “genocide" in 1944, and who was the earliest 
proponent of the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide, 
invoked the Armenian case as a definitive example of genocide in the 20th century;

WHEREAS, the United States has officially recognized the Armenian Genocide, through the 
United States Government’s May 28, 1951 written statement to the International Court of Justice 
regarding the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, through 
President Ronald Reagan's Proclamation No. 4838 on April 22, 1981, and by House Joint 
Resolution 148, adopted on April 8, 1975, and House Joint Resolution 247, adopted on 
September 10, 1984;

WHEREAS, the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act (Public Law 115-441) 
establishes that atrocities prevention represents a U.S. national interest, and affirms that it is the 
policy of the United States to pursue a United States Government-wide strategy to identify, 
prevent, and respond to the risk of atrocities by “strengthening diplomatic response and the 
effective use of foreign assistance to support appropriate transitional justice measures, including 
criminal accountability, for past atrocities;”

WHEREAS, it is vital that the Government of the United States properly recognize the Armenian 
Genocide, not just because of the moral implications, but because such recognition can help to 
prevent future atrocities from occurring; and

WHEREAS, House Resolution 296 which was introduced by Representative Adam Schiff 
(D-CA) and Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) will make the United States policy to commemorate the 
Armenian Genocide through official recognition and remembrance; reject efforts to enlist, 
engage, or otherwise associate the U.S. government with denial of the Armenian Genocide or 
any other genocide; encourage education and public understanding of the facts of the Armenian 
Genocide, including the U.S. role in the humanitarian relief effort, and the relevance of the 
Armenian Genocide to modern day crimes against humanity.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for House Resolution 296 which will make the United States 
policy to commemorate the Armenian Genocide through official recognition and remembrance; 
reject efforts to enlist, engage, or otherwise associate the U.S. government with denial of the 
Armenian Genocide or any other genocide; encourage education and public understanding of 
the facts of the Armenian Genocide, including the U.S. role in the humanitarian relief effort, and 
the relevance of the Armenian Genocide to modern day crimes against humanity.

SENTED BYPRESBNT!
MONICA RODRIGUE 
Councilwoman, 7th District

PAUL KREKORIAN 
Councilmember, 2nd District
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