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Governor’s FY 2019-20 Budget Proposal - $10 Million for Student Rapid Rehousing, 
AB 302 (Berman)

SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution to include in the City’s 2019-20 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Governor’s FY 2019-20 Budget Proposal to provide $10M 
for Rapid Rehousing for students, and to SEEK AMENDMENT to the Budget that this program also 
include funding for California Community Colleges, and SUPPORT AB 302 (Berman) which would 
establish Safe Parking programs at all community college sites IF AMENDED to state that 
establishment of the program is optional and not mandatory.

SUMMARY
On May 21, 2019 Resolution (O’Farrell - Krekorian) was introduced and states the following:

The California Community College system serves more than two million students 
across 114 campuses;
A recent survey of 40,000 community college students found that 50 percent of 
students were food insecure, 60 percent were housing insecure, and almost 20 
percent were homeless;
Currently there are two State legislative proposals to address college-level student 
homelessness;
The Governor has recently proposed an additional $ 1 Billion in the State’s FY 2019
20 Budget to address the homeless crisis, including $10M for Rapid Rehousing for 
students; and
Assemblymember Berman introduced AB 302, which would establish Safe Parking 
programs at all community college sites.

The Resolution recommends support for the Governor’s Budget to fund Rapid Rehousing and that 
this funding be expanded to California Community Colleges, and for AB 302 if the bill is amended 
to make establishment of the program voluntary rather than mandatory. The Resolution states that 
the City should support these actions as basic need insecurities have a direct impact on student 
academic success, and mental and physical health.

BACKGROUND
A March 2019 study by the Hope Center and California Community Colleges (CCC) was conducted 
among 40,000 students on 57 CCC campuses. The study found that seven in 10 students experienced 
food or housing insecurity or homelessness. Specifically, 50 percent of students were food insecure 
in the prior 30 days, 60 percent were housing insecure in the previous year, and 19 percent were 
homeless in the previous year. The report advises that food and housing insecurity undermine 
academic success, and can lead to poor physical health, symptoms of depression, and perceived 
stress. The report states that African American and Native American students, and former Foster 
Care children were more likely to experience these insecurities.
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A similar study was conducted in 2016 by the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD). 
LACCD’s survey involved 5,925 students and found that 62.7 percent of students experienced food 
insecurity, 55 percent experienced housing insecurity, and 18.6 percent experienced homelessness.

AB 302
Assemblymember Berman has introduced AB 302 Parking: homeless students which would allow 
homeless CCC students to sleep in their vehicles overnight in campus parking facilities. 
Assemblyman Berman has stated that his bill is a short-term solution as more housing is being built, 
but there is a homeless crisis and its impacting everybody, including students. Specifically, 
Assemblymember Berman advises that California’s housing crisis has left hundreds of thousands of 
community college student homeless or at-risk of homelessness, and that housing and food insecurity 
is a harsh reality that has only recently been brought to light. He advises that students are already 
sleeping in their cars.

AB 302 requires that by July 1, 2020 CCCs have to grant overnight access to campus parking 
facilities to any homeless student for safe parking purposes. The CCC Board’s would also be 
required to develop a plan of action that addresses the items listed below.

Definition of homelessness;
Monitoring of the parking facility;
Students must complete a liability wavier; 
Designation of a specific parking area; 
Bathroom access;
Waiver of parking fees;
Creation of rules to use parking space, and 
Hours of operation.

Note that State law already requires CCC to provide shower access to any eligible homeless student.

The bill includes a provision that if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act 
contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those 
costs shall be made pursuant to the Government Code.

Committee Bill Analysis
The Assembly Appropriations Committee states that the bill could potentially cost CCCs tens of 
millions of dollars, but that those costs would vary per campus. Estimates range from $150k per 
campus to $500k per campus for the 72 campuses, with total costs ranging from $11M to $36M. 
Costs would include the following:

Security and maintenance of the lots;
Security of the restrooms;
Program administrative costs; and
Liability costs for any crime, theft or medical emergency.

Supporters of AB 302 include the Student Senate for California Community Colleges and Safe Park 
LA which advises that there are few safe areas for students to stay overnight in their vehicles, and 
this fact needs to be recognized and addressed in California.

No formal opposition has been submitted relative to the legislation, however, the Community 
College League of California, Los K ios Connmmity College District, Santa Monica College, and



LACCD all have positions of Support-if-Amended. The Amendment would make the program 
voluntary rather than mandatory. The organizations support their proposed Amendment as follows:

A one size fits mandate does not make sense for the CCC system
There will be significant costs associated with the following: security; verification;
custodial duties; and restrooms;
State funds never fully reimburse the true costs of State mandated programs;
Because mandated program are not fully reimbursed, funds used for this program will 
be diverted from classroom instruction; and
The Bill does not require a report to the State relative to the program’s 
implementation.

The Community College League of California, Los Rios Community College District, and Santa 
Monica College all advise that affordable housing is a more appropriate long-term solution to student 
homelessness. Santa Monica College states that parking overnight on campus will not provide an 
appropriate place to sleep that will lead to academic achievement, and that despite this program the 
students are still homeless.

LACCD advises that it has applied for the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority’s 2019 Safe 
Parking Program grant, and, if awarded, the grant would allow the district to create a Safe Parking 
Pilot program with parking, restrooms, dinner, and case management for 200 students.

Bill Status
AB 302 was introduced on January 29, 2019. The legislation passed the Assembly on May 23, 2019, 
and was referred to the Senate’s Committee on ED. and JUD. on June 6, 2019.

Rapid Re-Housing
The May Revision of the Governor’s 2019-20 Budget includes $1B to address homelessness, 
including funding for Rapid Rehousing (RRH). The Governor’s Office states that the proposed 
Budget includes $15M to address student food and housing insecurity at the California State 
University (CSU) system, and $15M at the University of California (UC) system. The Revised 
Budget adds $6.5M in funding to support RRH of homeless and housing insecure students at the 
CSU system and $3.5M for students at the UC system. The Resolution requests the Governor to 
provide RRH funding for the CCC.
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RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 

regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the California Community College system serves more than 2 million students 
across 114 campuses; and

WHEREAS, a recent survey of 40,000 community college students found that 50 percent of 
students were food insecure, 60 percent were housing insecure, and almost 20 percentage were 
homeless; and

WHEREAS, locally, a similar study was conducted in 2016 and found that the Los Angeles City 
College District had higher rates of food and housing insecurity and homelessness than other community 
colleges surveyed; and

WHEREAS, currently there are two State legislative proposals to address college-level student 
homelessness; and

WHEREAS, the Governor recently proposed an additional $1 Billion in the State’s FY 2019-20 
Budget to address the State’s current homeless crisis, including a total of $10M for Rapid Rehousing for 
students at the California State University and University of California school systems; and

WHEREAS, Assemblymember Berman has introduced AB 302, which would establish Safe 
Parking programs at all community college sites; and

WHEREAS, Assemblymember Berman states that housing and food insecurity among college 
students is a harsh reality that has only recently been brought to light, and that these insecurities cause 
high levels of stress and mental health issues; and

WHEREAS, the City should support these proposals as these basic-need insecurities have a 
direct impact on student academic success, and mental and physical health;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-20 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for the Governor’s FY 2019-20 Budget Proposal to provide $10M for Rapid 
Rehousing for students, and to SEEK AMENDMENT to the Budget that this program also include 
funding for California Community Colleges, and SUPPORT AB 302 (Berman) which would establish 
Safe Parking programs at all community college sites IF AMENDED to state that establishment of the 
program is optional and not mandatory.

PRESENTED BY:
MITCH O’FARRELL 
Councilmember, 13* District

SECONDED BY:




