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April 3, 2019
The Honorable Eric Garcetti
Mayor, City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 303
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attention: Ms. Mandy Morales, Office of the Mayor
RE:

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 588 (CHEN) - DOG BITE
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Recommendation for Council Action, subject to the approval of the Mayor:
SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 588 (Chen) - Disclosure of Dog Bites.
At its meeting on March 26, 2019, the Board of Animal Services Commissioners considered and
approved a recommendation of support for Assembly Bill No. 588 (Chen). Additional information
concerning the Board’s recommendation can be found in the attached approved board report.
If you have any questions with regards to the recommendation, please contact LaTonya Dean
Commission Executive Assistant at (213) 482-9597 or via e-mail at LaTonya.Dean@lacity.org.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda F. Barnette
General Manager
Attachment: March 26, 2019 Board Report - Assembly Bill No. 588 (Chen)
cc:

Bryan Oh, Office of the City Administrative Officer
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners

MEETING DATE:

March 26, 2019

PREPARED BY: Brenda Barnette

REPORT DATE:

March 19, 2019

TITLE: General Manager

SUBJECT:

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 588 (CHEN) - DOG
BITE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

BOARD ACTION RECOMMENDED:
1. SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 588 (Chen) - Disclosure of Dog Bites; and
2. AUTHORIZE staff to transmit this recommendation to the Mayor and City Council for
consideration of adoption in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of
the Mayor.
BACKGROUND:
In February 2019, Assemblymember Phillip Chen introduced Assembly Bill (ASB 588) which
would add sections to the Food and Agricultural Code relative to dog bite disclosure requirements
at animal shelters.
SUMMARY:
In order to place animals in the best, permanent home, it is important that information about them
including behavioral traits such as their bite history be disclosed to potential adopters. As a best
practice, Los Angeles Animal Services uses this information when working with potential
adopters to place dogs in the best environment for their temperament. ASB 588 would make this
a requirement for all animal control agencies or shelters, society for the prevention of cruelty to
animals shelters or rescue groups. If the agencies are aware that an adult dog has bitten a
person and broke that person’s skin, the agency would be required to disclose the dog’s bite
history and any additional information known about the dog, including a history of exhibiting signs
of food aggression and information about the bite victim or other circumstances related to the bite
before the dog is sold, adopted or otherwise released to someone else,
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners
RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 588 (CHEN) - DOG
SUBJECT:
BITE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

By ensuring that bite history information is disclosed to potential adopters, ASB 588 benefits the
adopters and their companion animals.
FISCAL IMPACT:
If ASB 588 is approved, violators of this law would be subject to a fine of up to $500. These
funds may be deposited into the City’s General Fund AccountApproved:

Brenda Barnette, General Manager
ASM 588

Attachment:

BOARD ACTION:

Passed

Disapproved

Passed with noted modifications

Continued

Tabled

New Date
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE---- 2OI9-2O REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL

No. 588

Introduced by Assembly Member Chen

February 14, 2019

An act to add Sections 30503.5 and 30526 to the Food and
Agricultural Code, relating to animal shelters.
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 588, as introduced, Chen. Animal shelters: disclosure: dog bites.
Existing law governs the operation of animal shelters by, among other
things, setting a minimum holding period for stray dogs, cats, and other
specified animals, and requiring animal shelters to ensure that those
animals, if adopted, are spayed or neutered.
This bill would require an animal shelter, which would be defined to
include a public animal control agency or shelter, society for the
prevention of cruelty to animals shelter, humane society shelter, or
rescue group, that knows that an adult dog bit a person and broke that
person’s skin, to, before selling, giving away, or otherwise releasing
the dog, disclose in writing to the person to whom the dog is released
the dog’s bite history and other relevant information. The bill would
make a violation of this law punishable by a $500 fine and would require
the proceeds of that fine to be paid to either the local public animal
control agency or shelter or the city or county, depending on whether
the fine was committed by a public or private entity.
The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.
This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1. Section 30503.5 is added to the Food and
Agricultural Code, to read:
30503.5. (a) For purposes of this section:
(1) “Animal shelter” means a public animal control agency or
shelter, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals shelter,
humane society shelter, or rescue group.
(2) “Rescue group” means a for-profit or not-for-profit entity
or a collaboration of individuals that removes dogs from a public
animal control agency or shelter, society for the prevention of
cruelty to animals shelter, or humane shelter, or rehomes a dog
that has been previously owned by any person other than the
original breeder of that dog.
(b) If an animal shelter knows that an adult dog bit a person and
broke that person’s skin, the animal shelter shall, before selling,
giving away, or otherwise releasing the dog, disclose the following
in writing to the person to whom the dog is sold, given away, or
transferred:
.
(1) The dog’s known bite history.
(2) Any additional information that is known to the animal
shelter about the dog, including, but not limited to, food aggression,
the bite victim, and any other circumstances related to the bite, to
the best knowledge of the animal shelter.
(c) Notwithstanding Sections 31401 and 31402, any violation
of this section shall be punished by a fine not to exceed five
hundred dollars ($500). If the person who violates this section is
a society for the prevention of cruelty to animals shelter, humane
society shelter, or rescue group, the proceeds of the fine shall be
paid to the local public animal control agency or shelter. If a public
animal control agency or shelter violates this section, the proceeds
of the fine shall be deposited into the treasury of the city or county
in which the public animal control agency or shelter is located.
SEC. 2. Section 30526 is added to the Food and Agricultural
Code, to read:
30526. (a) For purposes of this section:
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(1) “Animal shelter” means a public animal control agency or
shelter, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals shelter,
humane society shelter, or rescue group.
(2) “Rescue group” means a for-profit or not-for-profit entity
or a collaboration of individuals that removes dogs from a public
animal control agency or shelter, society for the prevention of
cruelty to animals shelter, or humane shelter, or rehomes a dog
that has been previously owned by any person other than the
original breeder of that dog.
(b) If an animal shelter knows that an adult dog bit a person and
broke that person’s skin, the animal shelter shall, before selling,
giving away, or otherwise releasing the dog, disclose the following
in writing to the person to whom the dog is sold, given away, or
transferred:
(1) The dog’s known bite history.
(2) Any additional information that is known to the animal
shelter about the dog, including, but not limited to, food aggression,
the bite victim, and any other circumstances related to the bite, to
the best knowledge of the animal shelter.
(c) Notwithstanding Sections 31401 and 31402, any violation
of this section shall be punished by a fine not to exceed five
hundred dollars ($500). If the person who violates this section is
a society for the prevention of cruelty to animals shelter, humane
society shelter, or rescue group, the proceeds of the fine shall be
paid to the local public animal control agency or shelter. If a public
animal control agency or shelter violates this section, the proceeds
of the fine shall be deposited into the treasury of the city or county
in which the public animal control agency or shelter is located.
SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because
a local agency or school district has the authority to levy service
charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or
level of service mandated by this act, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code.

O
99

