TRANSMITTAL
To:

THE COUNCIL

From:

THE MAYOR

Date:

TRANSMITTED FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. PLEASE SEE ATTACHED.

i,
(Ana Guerrero) for
ERIC GARCETTI
Mayor

07/19/19

BOARD OF
ANIMAL SERVICES
COMMISSIONERS
LARRY GROSS
PRESIDENT

City of Los Angeles

DEPARTMENT OF
ANIMAL SERVICES

CALIFORNIA

221 N. Figueroa Street
6th Floor, Suite #600
Los Angeles, CA 90012

“Si

(888) 452-7381
FAX (213) 482-9511

ft.

OLIVIA E. GARCIA
VICE PRESIDENT

V

BRENDA F. BARNETTE
V

COMMISSIONERS

teaEi

ALISA FINSTEN
JOSE SANDOVAL

ERIC GARCETTI
MAYOR

ROGER WOLFSON

GENERAL MANAGER

TAMMY WATSON
ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER
Administration

MELISSA WEBBER
ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER
Lifesaving

DR. JEREMY PRUPAS
CHIEF VETERINARIAN

May 30, 2019
The Honorable Eric Garcetti
Mayor, City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 303
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attention: Ms. Mandy Morales, Office of the Mayor

RE:

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1260 (MAIENSCHEIN) ENDANGERED WILDLIFE

Recommendation for Council Action, subject to the approval of the Mayor:
SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 1260 (Maienschein) - Endangered Wildlife.
At its meeting on May 28, 2019, the Board of Animal Services Commissioners considered and approved
a recommendation of support for State Assembly Bill No. 1260 (Maienschein). Additional information
concerning the Board’s recommendation can be found in the attached approved board report.
If you have any questions with regards to the recommendation, please contact LaTonya Dean,
Commission Executive Assistant at (213) 482-9597 or via e-mail at LaTonya.Dean@lacity.org.
Respectfully submitted,

(\undU 1 ft>4AAAX£A
Brenda F. Barnette
General Manager
Attachment: May 28, 2019 Board Report - Assembly Bill No. 1260 (Maienschein)
cc:

Bryan Oh, Office of the City Administrative Officer
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners

MEETING DATE:

May 28, 2019

PREPARED BY: Brenda Barnette

REPORT DATE:

May 22, 2019

TITLE: General Manager

SUBJECT:
ANIMAL

RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1260 (MAIENSCHEIN) ENDANGERED WILDLIFE

BOARD ACTION RECOMMENDED:
1. SUPPORT State Assembly Bill No. 1260 (Maienschein) - Endangered Wildlife; and
2. AUTHORIZE staff to transmit this recommendation to the Mayor and City Council for
consideration of adoption in the form of a Resolution by the City Council.

BACKGROUND:
In February 2019, Assembly Member Brian Maienschein introduced Assembly Bill (AB 1260)
which would amend a section of the Penal Code relative to endangered wildlife.

SUMMARY:
In California, it is a misdemeanor to commercially import with the intent to sell, the dead bodies
or body parts of certain wildlife including, but not limited to, polar bears, leopards, tigers,
cheetahs, whales, cobras and sea turtles. AB 1260 would expand that list of wildlife animals to
include iguanas, skinks, caimans, hippopotami, and Teju, Ring and Nile lizards.
These
amendments would commence on January 1, 2022 and all persons who violate this law would be
subject to a fine ranging from $1,000 to $5,000 and/or imprisonment of up to six months in a
county jail.
Each year a large number of exotic animals are often treated inhumanely and slaughtered for
their skins. AB 1260 would provide protections for exotic animals and help to reduce the number
animals that are subjected to abuse for commercial purposes.
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners
RECOMMENDATION TO SUPPORT ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1260 (MAIENSCHEIN) SUBJECT:
ENDANGERED WILDLIFE

FISCAL IMPACT:
The support of AB 1260 does not impact the General Fund.
Approved:
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Brenda Barnette, General Manager
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Attachment: AB 1260

BOARD ACTION:

Passed

Disapproved

Passed with noted modifications

Continued

Tabled

New Date
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 11, 2019
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE---- 2019-20 REGULAR SESSION

No. 1260

ASSEMBLY BILL

Introduced by Assembly Member Maienschein

February 21, 2019

An act to amend Section 653o of the Penal Code, relating to
endangered wildlife.
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1260, as amended, Maienschein. Endangered wildlife.
Existing law makes it a misdemeanor to import into the state for
commercial purposes, to possess with intent to sell, or to sell within the
state, the dead body, or a part or product thereof, of a polar bear, leopard,
ocelot, tiger, cheetah, jaguar, sable antelope, wolf, zebra, whale, cobra,
python, sea turtle, colobus monkey, kangaroo, vicuna, sea otter,
free-roaming feral horse, dolphin or porpoise, Spanish lynx, or elephant.
Existing law, commencing January 1, 2020, makes it a misdemeanor
to import into the state for commercial purposes, to possess with intent
to sell, or to sell within the state, the dead body, or a part or product
thereof, of a crocodile or alligator. Existing law makes a violation of
this prohibition punishable by a fine of not less than $1,000, not to
exceed $5,000, or imprisonment in a county jail not to exceed 6 months,
or by both that fine and imprisonment.
This bill, commencing January 1,2022, would make it a misdemeanor
to import into the state for commercial purposes, to possess with intent
to sell, or to sell within the state, the dead body or other part or product
of an iguana, skink, caiman, shark, stingray, hippopotamus, or a Teju,
Ring, or Nile lizard. By creating a new crime, the bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.
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The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.
This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
1
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SECTION 1. Section 653o of the Penal Code is amended to
read:
653o. (a) It is unlawful to import into this state for commercial
purposes, to possess with intent to sell, or to sell within the state,
the dead body, or a part or product thereof, of a polar bear, leopard,
ocelot, tiger, cheetah, jaguar, sable antelope, wolf (Canis lupus),
zebra, whale, cobra, python, sea turtle, colobus monkey, kangaroo,
vicuna, sea otter, free-roaming feral horse, dolphin or porpoise
(Delphinidae), Spanish lynx, or elephant.
(b) (1) Commencing January 1, 2020, it is unlawful to import
into this state for commercial purposes, to possess with intent to
sell, or to sell within the state, the dead body, or a part or product
thereof, of a crocodile or alligator.
(2) This subdivision does not authorize the importation or sale
of any alligator or crocodilian species, or products thereof, that
are listed as endangered under the federal Endangered Species
Act, or to allow the importation or sale of any alligator or
crocodilian species, or products thereof, in violation of federal law
or international treaty to which the United States is a party.
(c) Commencing January 1, 2022, it is unlawful to import into
this state for commercial purposes, to possess with intent to sell,
or to sell within the state, the dead body, or any part or product
thereof, of an iguana, skink, caiman, shark, stingray, hippopotamus,
or a Teju, Ring, or Nile lizard.
(d) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be subject to a fine of not less than one thousand dollars
($1,000) and not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) or
imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed six months, or both
that fine and imprisonment, for each violation.
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(e) The prohibitions against importation for commercial
purposes, possession with intent to sell, and sale of the species
listed in this section are severable. A finding of the invalidity of
any one or more prohibitions shall not affect the validity of any
remaining prohibitions.
SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution.
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