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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, Firefighting and law enforcement are two of the most stressful occupations a 
person can have, and firefighters and peace officers face unique risks in their sworn missions to 
keep the public safe; and

WHEREAS, during any shift, a firefighter or peace officer can be called upon to risk their 
life for another, make life or death decisions, or witness serious traumatic incidents; and

WHEREAS, constant exposure to trauma and stress can significantly impact the emotional 
and behavioral health of firefighters and peace officers; and

WHEREAS, firefighters and peace officers have higher rates of post-traumatic stress and 
other issues than almost any other profession outside of the military; and

WHEREAS, post-traumatic stress can result in substance use disorders, and in some cases,
suicide; and

WHEREAS, the current definition of “injury” for workers’ compensation does not clearly 
include post-traumatic stress; and

WHEREAS, SB 542 (Stem) would recognize this, and expand the term “injury” to include 
post-traumatic stress that develops or manifests during the period the injured firefighter or peace 
officer is in public service; and

WHEREAS, SB 542 would recognize that occupational injuries include post-traumatic 
stress, not just physical injuries;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019 - 2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 542 (Stem), which would include post-traumatic stress in 
the definition of “injury” as it relates to workers’ compensation, if the person injured is a firefighter 
or peace officer under specified circumstances.

PRESENTED
MONICA RODRIGUEZ ( 

Councilmember, 7 th District
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