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SUBJECT: Resolution to SUPPORT the National Museum of the American Latino Act, H.R. 2420 
(Serrano) and S. 1267 (Menendez).

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Martinez - Cedillo) to include in the City’s 
2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT for the National Museum of the American 
Latino Act, H.R. 2420 (Serrano) and S. 1267 (Menendez), which would establish a National 
Museum of the American Latino in our nation’s capital alongside the Native American Museum, 
the African American Museum, and the Smithsonian’s many other institutions.

SUMMARY
The Resolution (Martinez - Cedillo), introduced October 4,2019, advises that Latinos have played 
an integral part in America’s history since its founding. Their stories, contributions, and sacrifices 
deserve a place in Washington, D.C. that showcases an important part of our shared history. 
Although Latinos have shaped this nation as military leaders, pioneers in business and the arts, 
activists, and elected officials, a museum devoted to Latino history does not currently exist in the 
capital. Currently pending in Congress is the National Museum of the American Latino Act (H.R. 
2420 and S. 1267) which would establish a National Museum of the American Latino in our 
nation’s capital alongside the Smithsonian’s other institutions.

The Resolution further advises that over 20 million visitors from all over the world come to 
Washington D.C. and visit Smithsonian museums every year, yet the museums have not 
adequately honored or acknowledged the contributions of American Latinos. Latino history is 
American history, with contributions beginning more than 500 years ago, prior to formation of the 
United States. Creation of a National Museum of the American Latino would allow us to celebrate 
and share the immeasurable contributions Latinos have made to history with visitors from across 
the world. It would create a place to honor activists like Dolores Huerta and Cesar Chavez, artists 
and performers like Lin-Manuel Miranda, and authors like Sandra Cisneros. Latino contributions 
continue to be a positive force in our country, a fact that should be recognized through the founding 
of the first Smithsonian Institution Museum dedicated to the history and contributions of Latinos 
in America. The Resolution also informs of Los Angeles’ strong roots in Latino history and is 
home to the largest Latino population in the nation.

The Resolution recommends that the City support the National Museum of the American Latino 
Act, H.R. 2420 (Serrano) and S. 1207 (Menendez), which would establish a National Museum of



the American Latino in our nation’s capital alongside the Native American Museum, the African 
American Museum, and the Smithsonian’s many other institutions.

BACKGROUND
The Smithsonian Institution (Smithsonian), founded in 1846, is the world’s largest museum, 
education, and research complex. The Smithsonian is currently comprised of 19 museums and the 
National Zoo, which house approximately 154 million artifacts and specimens. A majority of the 
Smithsonian museums are located in the National Mall in Washington D.C., with others in Virginia 
and New York. The Smithsonian’s museums are dedicated to subjects such as aerospace, art, 
history, and ethnic studies.

These museums include the National Museum of African American History and Culture, the 
National Museum of African Art, and the National Museum of the American Indian. Although no 
museum has as of yet been dedicated to the Latino American experience, the Smithsonian Latino 
Center has worked towards preserving Latino history and culture and advancing Latino 
representation in the United States. The Smithsonian Latino Center has ensured that the 
contributions of the Latino community are celebrated and represented through the Smithsonian 
since 1997. Furthennore, in 2021, the Smithsonian Latino Center will open the Molina Family 
Latino Gallery at the National American History Museum, making it the first museum space on 
the National Mall dedicated to celebrating the Latino experience in the United States.

Since its founding, the Smithsonian has been structured as an independent federal trust, allowing 
it a degree of separation from the federal government. Although the Smithsonian does have 
independence to form museums through their Board of Regents, museums may also be formed 
through congressional action.

The National Museum of the American Latino Act (H.R.2420 and S.1267) introduced in both 
chambers of Congress on April 30, 2019 and May 1,2019 respectively, would establish a National 
Museum of the American Latino (Museum) within the Smithsonian and an accompanying 19- 
member Board of Trustees which would make recommendations for the establishment of the 
Museum as well as contribute to its operation. These bills would also allow for the appointment of 
a director for the Museum whose responsibilities would include educational and liaison programs 
such as grant programs for internships, fellowships, scholarships, and promoting the study of 
Latino-America diaspora in the United States. A construction timeline and site options in the 
National Mall are included in the bills. An appropriation authorization of $20 million to carry out 
the provisions of the bill, including a separate $ 15 million appropriation for grant programs and 
an appropriation for construction costs, is also authorized by H.R.2420. Both H.R.2420 and S. 1267 
are substantially consistent, however S.1267 provides funding through appropriations already 
authorized through the Smithsonian Institute.

On September 4,1781,44 settlers founded the town of “El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora la Reina de 
Los Angeles.” These settlers, comprised largely of Latinos, reflected the diversity of the Los 
Angeles that was, and continues to be. Since the founding of Los Angeles under Spanish rule, its 
time under Mexican rule, and continuing through to its incorporation as a city of the United States



in 1850, Latino Americans have contributed significantly to the political, social, and cultural 
history of Los Angeles. Today, Latino Americans comprise a large portion of the population of 
the City of Los Angeles. The City has supported a number of cultural centers and historical 
landmarks honoring the contribution of Latino Americans, such as El Pueblo de Los Angeles, La 
Plaza de Cultura y Artes, and Mariachi Plaza.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
None

BILL STATUS:

H.R.2420

Introduced in the House
Referred to the Committee on House Administration, the 
Committee on Natural Resources, and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public 
Buildings, and Emergency Management by the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure.
Referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and 
Public Lands by the Committee on Natural Resources. 
Subcommittee Hearings held for the Subcommittee on National 
Parks, Forests, and Public Lands and the Subcommittee on 
Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency 
Management

04/30/19
04/30/19

05/01/19

05/08/19

10/17/19

S.1267

Introduced in the Senate and referred to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration

05/01/19
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal 
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the 
City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, Latinos have played an integral part in America’s history since its 
founding. Their stories, contributions, and sacrifices deserve a place in Washington, D.C. that 
honors and showcases an important part of our shared history; and

WHEREAS, at this time a museum devoted to Latino history does not already exist 
even though from day one, Latinos have shaped this nation in countless ways - as military 
leaders, as pioneers in business and the arts, as activists and elected officials—all of them 
committed to the American dream; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in Congress is a bill, the “National Museum of the 
American Latino Act” (HR 2420 / S. 1267) which would establish a National Museum of the 
American Latino in our nation’s capital alongside the Native American Museum, the African 
American Museum, and the Smithsonian’s many other institutions; and

WHEREAS, over 20 million visitors from all over the world come to Washington D.C. 
and visit Smithsonian museums every year, yet these museums have not honored and 
acknowledged the contributions of American Latinos the way that they should; Latino 
American history is American history with contributions going back more than 500 years; and

WHEREAS, creating a National Museum of the American Latino will allow us to 
celebrate the immeasurable contributions Latinos have made to American history and share 
these accomplishments with visitors from across the U.S. and around the world - a place to 
honor activists like Dolores Huerta and Cesar Chavez, artists and performers like Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, and authors like Sandra Cisneros; and

WHEREAS, the Latino contributions have always been and always will be a positive 
force in our country and this fact should be recognized by the founding of the first Smithsonian 
Institution Museum dedicated to the history and contributions of Latinos in America; and

WHEREAS, Los Angeles has strong roots to the history of Latinos and is home to one 
of the largest Latino community populations in the nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 
Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for the National Museum of the American Latino 
Act (HR 2420 / S. 1267) which would establish a National Museum of the American Latino in 
our nation’s capital alongside the Native American Museum, the African American Museum, 
and the Smithsonian’s many other institutions.
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