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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act (CDA 230) shields websites from liability for 
content produced by third-party users on their platforms; and

WHEREAS, Internet-based short-term rental platforms invoke this protection when called to account for 
illegal short-term rental activity they have facilitated even though they're intricately involved in every 
detail of the illegal listing; and

WHEREAS, these companies collect and remit money, provide insurance, suggest pricing, hire 
photographers, making them a vital part of the transaction rather than a passive platform providing 
their users a space on the internet to share content; and

WHEREAS, when cities have passed regulations such as the City's Home Sharing Ordinance (HSO), 
platform companies such as Airbnb and HomeAway have used CDA 230 to argue state and local 
jurisdictions can't engage in any regulation of a tech company; and

WHEREAS, this arguably was never the intent of Section 230, which was written to foster free speech on 
the internet and allow companies with many users to post content without the company being sued;
and

WHEREAS, the Protecting Local Authority and Neighborhoods Act (PLAN Act - H.R. 4232) would clarify 
that CDA 230 does not shield short-term rental platforms from accountability when they facilitate illegal 
rental bookings; and

WHEREAS, in order for the City and other jurisdictions to engage in meaningful, appropriate and 
effective regulation of short-term rental activity, H.R. 4232 should be approved by Congress.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program 
SUPPORT of H.R. 4232 to clarify that short-term rental platforms are not shielded from accountability for 
including illegal rental listings.
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PAUL KORETZ, Councilmember, Fifth District
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