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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency 
must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and

WHEREAS, Ritchie Valens was bom on May 13, 1941 in the Los Angeles neighborhood of 
Pacoima and attended Pacoima Junior High and San Fernando High School; and

WHEREAS, Ritchie Valens was a rock and roll legend who was celebrated for pioneering a musical 
style that was influenced by Chicano culture; and

WHEREAS, Ritchie Valens became a nationally renowned rock musician at a time when very few 
Latinos were recognized in American rock and roll music; and

WHEREAS, Ritchie Valens’ contributions to rock and roll include several record setting hits, most 
notably “La Bamba,” which made Valens a pioneer of the Spanish-speaking rock and roll movement; and

WHEREAS, in March of 2001, Ritchie Valens was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame;
and

WHEREAS, a stretch of the 1-5 freeway in the San Fernando Valley was named in his honor; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in the U.S. Congress is a bill, H.R. 1253 (Cardenas), which 
designates the facility of the United States Postal Service located at 13507 Van Nuys Boulevard in Pacoima, 
California as the “Ritchie Valens Post Office Building”; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles believes such a designation will be a fitting tribute to the life 
of Ritchie Valens;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-20 Federal Legislative Program 
SUPPORT for H.R, 1253 (Cardenas), which would designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 13507 Van Nuys Boulevard in Pacoima, California as the “Ritchie Valens Post Office Building.”
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