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Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations CommitteeTO:

Council File No. 19-0002-S87 
Assignment No. 19-05-0498

FROM: Sharon T:
Chief Legislative Analyst

SUBJECT: Resolution (Ryu-Wesson) to SUPPORT ACA 8 (Low)

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Ryu-Wesson) to include in the City’s 2019-2020 State 
Legislative Program, SUPPORT for ACA 8 (Low), which would lower the minimum voting age in California 
from 18 to 17 for all elections.

SUMMARY:
Resolution (Ryu-Wesson), introduced May 15th, 2019, advises that although young adults exhibit the 
lowest voting turnout rates of any group, establishing voting habits during one’s youth promotes 
lifelong civic engagement. The Resolution further advises that ACA 8 (Low) would lower the minimum 
voting age in California from 18 to 17 and may help improve turnout among young adults by exposing them 
to the political process earlier. The Resolution therefore requests that the City support ACA 8.

BACKGROUND:
Youth voters, or those ages 18-24, consistently vote at lower rates than other age cohorts during both 
midterm and presidential elections. According to research from the California Civic Engagement Project, 
only 27.5% of all eligible youth in California cast a ballot in the 2018 general election, although 50% of all 
eligible California voters cast ballots. Likewise 36.1% of youth voted in the 2016 presidential election, 
compared to 58.7% of all California voters.

Academic research has shown that voting is a habit, and that participating in elections and other forms of 
civic behavior early in one’s life is a significant indicator of future civic engagement. Several jurisdictions, 
including twenty-two states and the District of Columbia, allow 17-year-olds to register to vote if they will 
be 18 by the next election. Officials in these areas have expressed hope that such measures will reach 
potential youth voters while they are still exposed to their childhood communities, high school civic 
curriculum and volunteer activities. Moreover, the State of California already allows youth as young as 16 
to pre-register to vote, and the City of Berkeley allows all eligible residents 16 and older to vote for school 
directors.

ACA 8 (Low) would amend Article II, Section 2 of the California State Constitution to lower the minimum 
voting age for all elections from 18 to 17. Although no states currently allow anyone under 18 to vote in 
statewide elections, ACA 8 is in compliance with the 26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which only 
prevents states from denying suffrage to 18-year-olds and does not prevent states from establishing a lower 
voting age.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED:
None
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Chris Campbell 

Analyst
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R E S 0 L U TI O N

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, research has shown voting at a young age helps people develop lifelong 
habits of engagement in the civic process, which is crucial to the ongoing health and functionality
of our democracy; and

WHEREAS, most people first encounter the political process during high school, yet 
young adults exhibit the lowest election turnout rate of any age group; and

WHEREAS, ACA 8 (Low) would lower the minimum voting age in California from IB 
to 17 for all elections; and

WHEREAS, this amendment will help high-school age youth become involved in the 
political process while they are still connected to their home and community; and

WHEREAS, twenty-two states and the District of Columbia already allow 17-year olds to 
register to vote if they will be 18 by the next election, and California allows youth as young as 16
to pre-register; and

WHEREAS, it is crucial that we give youth a proper voice in the democratic process and 
encourage them to embrace a lifetime of voting and civic engagement;

NOW. THEREFORE. RE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for ACA 8 (Low), which would lower the minimum voting age 
in California from 18 to 17 for all elections,
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ACA-8 Elections: voter qualifications. (2019-2020)

SHARE THIS:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2019-2020 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT

No. 8

Introduced by Assembly Members Low and Voepel 
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Burke, Chen, and Gloria)

February 11, 2019

A resolution to propose to the people of the State of California an amendment to the Constitution of the 
State, by amending Section 2 of Article II thereof, relating to elections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

ACA 8, as introduced, Low. Elections: voter qualifications.

The California Constitution allows a United States citizen who is at least 18 years of age and a resident of 
California to vote.

This measure would reduce the minimum voting age to 17.

Vote: 2/3 Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: no

Resolved by the Assembly, the Senate concurring, That the Legislature of the State of California at its 2019-20 
Regular Session commencing on the third day of December 2018, two-thirds of the membership of each house 
concurring, hereby proposes to the people of the State of California, that the Constitution of the State be 
amended as follows:

That Section 2 of Article II thereof is amended to read:

SEC. 2. A United States citizen 4-8 who is at least 17 years of age and resident in this State may vote.
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