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626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 850, Los Angeles, CA 90017 

213.624.1213  |  ccala.org 

October 13, 2020 

Councilmember Curren Price, Chair  
Economic Development Committee 
200 N Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Agenda Item 8, Council File 19-0213 -- Childcare Funding  

Dear Councilmember Price, 

Established in 1924, Central City Association (CCA) is committed to advancing policies and projects that enhance 
Downtown Los Angeles’ vibrancy and increase investment in the region. There is a great need for childcare in 
Downtown and across the city, and it has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. We appreciate the City’s 
recent efforts to streamline the permitting of childcare facilities and recognize that identifying and securing 
sustainable funding for childcare is the other half of solving this important issue. We are pleased that the City is 
considering all possible avenues to fund childcare services and facilities, and we would like to work together on 
exploring any potential related ballot measure. 
 

Earlier this year, we published a white paper titled “Expanding Opportunities for Childcare and Schools in DTLA” 
that provides recommendations to make it easier to open these facilities. A recent City Council motion would 
implement some of these recommendations by allowing childcare providers to meet outdoor space requirements 
by using nearby public parks and streamlining City permitting processes. We are grateful to see those 
recommendations move forward and believe they will lower the barrier to entry for childcare providers in Los 
Angeles, however, we know that ongoing funding is a major missing component of ultimately addressing the need 
for widely-available, affordable childcare.  
 

As the City considers placing an initiative on the 2022 ballot with the goal of securing a funding source for 
childcare, like San Francisco’s Proposition C that levied a commercial rent tax, we would like to offer our 
collaboration in finding the appropriate funding mechanism. In the past several years, the City and County of Los 
Angeles have passed many important ballot initiatives to fund public objectives like Measure M, Measure H, and 
Proposition HHH, all of which CCA supported. We hope to work together to craft a strong ballot proposal to fund 
childcare that we can stand behind in 2022 as well.  
 

We encourage the Economic Development Committee’s support for this item. We are committed and ready 
partners on this effort, and we appreciate City Council’s leadership on this issue.  
 
Sincerely,  

Jessica Lall 
President & CEO,  
Central City Association of Los Angeles 
 
cc:  Councilmember Joe Buscaino  

Councilmember Paul Krekorian 
Councilmember Monica Rodriguez 

https://www.ccala.org/clientuploads/directory/whitepapers/CCA__Education_White_Paper_FINAL.pdf

