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PLUM COMMITTEE:
APRIL 2nd AT_2:30 pm (now on April 2) 
Room 340 (the Council Chamber)
City Hall, 200 North Spring Street, LA 90012

\<\ 'om*\Council File No:

Item No.:_____

Deputy: puhttV

PETITION: 65 Signatures
The proposed hauling routes for 2301, 2305 and 2309 San Marco Dr. will block traffic; the 10,076 cu. yds. of earth 

they propose to excavate and haul away is more than three times what is allowed under the Baseline Hillside 

Ordinance; this excessive amount of excavation and heavy traffic is likely to destabilize the hillsides that most of 

your homes are on, and accelerate settling of your houses, cracking of walls, etc.

https://petitions.moveon.org/sign/plum-committee-stop-san

ERIN:

RE: Board File No. 180073 2301 North San Marco Drive 
Board File No. 180090 2305 North San Marco Drive 
Board File No. 180091 2309 North San Marco Drive

Dear Rita,

I am writing to appeal the haul route for these properties that was approved on February 26, 2019, and to request 
that that decision be rescinded. I attended the hearing was at that time made aware of the proposed haul route.

I reside at 6481 San Marco Circle with my 2 year old daughter and boyfriend, Richard Lee. We are directly below the 
proposed development sites. Our property's primary egress to Cahuenga Blvd is exiting out of San Marco Circle, 
along the proposed haul route from San Marco Drive and onto Cahuenga Terrace.

The potential damage to these already compromised sections of roadway by more than 800 truckloads of earth, and 
the disruption of passage for a proposed 221 days or more, just for the hauling of dirt (excluding construction and 
roadwork repair to follow), gives me a cause for concern on the basis of safety, ingress/egress and damage to my 
property and my neighbors' properties.

Since my property sits directly below the subject sites with limited rear yard setback, I have concerns about a truck 
not having room on the narrow roadway above to pass other vehicles and to risk driving off the road and falling into 
our property as well as cause extensive congestion and impasse for vehicles attempting to travel these routes. We 
are situated downslope from the road, and if an accident were to occur a truck would fall directly into our house / 
bedroom. The reason I have real concern for this is I previously resided at 2405 Holly Drive (the lower house below 
2404 San Marco Drive). In April 2016 a cement mixer fell off San Marco Drive and into the property and our parking 
area. The driver's wheels missed the curb at the bend of the road and the entire truck slipped down the hillside.

Without a personal visit to this area and these streets, it may be hard to see from maps that commercially rated 
vehicles are exceptionally large for the narrow roadways in this neighborhood. Further, this amount of excessive 
traffic in all likelihood will destabilize the hillsides that our houses are built into and will accelerate settling of houses, 
cracking of foundations and retaining walls. I am not aware of what or if the petitioner's bond requirements are, or if 
they will cover damages that might occur or how long the current asphalt base and concrete base along these 
roadways will even sustain. But I do feel approval of the haul route and plan check should require a professional 
opinion and review of the roadways' current conditions.

Something I find very disconcerting, the haul route proposed does not show how these trucks will arrive to the sites. 
If they plan to come into the site along the haul route, are they then planning to "turn around" or reverse down San 
Marco Drive? There is absolutely no way this can be done without substantial widening of the roadway. The

https://petitions.moveon.org/sign/plum-committee-stop-san


petitioners mentioned a "staging area" for trucks. How will a staging area be constructed without substantial earth 
removal and what will happen during that initial removal period? Further, if they plan to enter from Holly Drive - up to 
San Marco Drive and then Exit along the Haul Route, a survey needs to occur so that there is awareness as to the 
actual physical width of San Marco Drive in it's current shape and width (years of hillside erosion have narrowed it 
dramatically). It is difficult to drive a standard size SUV along this route, let alone a truck and very hard to pass 
vehicles.

My understanding as well is that the approved haul route calls for the removal of over 10,000 cubic yds of earth, 
more than three times the amount allowed under the Baseline Hillside Ordinance for these three properties 
combined. The proposed project at 2305 alone calls for 6,105 cubic yards. This is more than 6 times the Baseline 
Hillside Ordinance allows and it is not at all clear to me how this amount of earth removal could be approved when it 
does not compliant with this ordinance.

I kindly request that the haul route should be denied, or at least held in abeyance, until city plan checking can 
review the proposed grading in light of current zoning regulations. I would like this project to be given further 
consideration so that it might be accomplished in a safe manner that allows all the neighborhood residents the 
ability to access their homes and have the quiet enjoyment of their properties, in compliance with all applicable 
zoning regulations and ordinances. As submitted to date, I do not feel this is the case. The petitioners have made no 
contact with myself or members of our family, nor the 6 neighboring residents of mine along San Marco Circle - so 
my appeal letter is in response to what I learned at the hearing and via the Dept, of Building and Safety.

Sincerely,

Erin Burke
6481 San Marco Circle 
Los Angeles, CA 90068 
917-734-6629

KULAP
Friday March 8, 2019

RE: Board File No. 180073 2301 North San Marco Drive Board File No. 180090 2305 North San Marco Drive Board

File No. 180091 2309 North San Marco Drive

Dear Rita Moreno,

This is a formal letter to appeal the approved haul route action for Board Files 180073, 180090

and 180091. We live directly across from the hill site at 2314 San Marco Drive.

The haul route in question is a major artery into the neighborhood and to our home, beginning onsite on San Marco 

to Cahuenga Terrace to Cahuenga Blvd. The up to 10,076 cu yds of earth they propose to excavate and haul away 

is more than three times what is allowed under the Baseline Hillside Ordinance. The property owners have 

separated what once was a single file into three distinct files to share construction costs, and I want to highlight that 

the plan for 2305 calls for hauling away 6,105 cu yds, more than six times the BHO allowance.

We are appealing because we felt that the board at the last hearing on 2/26/19 was more willing to hear out the 

applicants and their professional representative than those already living in the neighborhood, and we would like to 

be given equal consideration.



Both Cahuenga Terrace and San Marco Drive are substandard narrow streets. It is likely that 10,076 cu yds will 

require more than 800 dump truck trips, this will affect the condition of the roads if not destroy them. San Marco is 

already prone to commercial trucks having to dangerously back up because they get stuck on their way to Holly 

Drive, our phone line has been clipped three times.

Living below and across the street, we are very concerned that this amount excavation and heavy traffic will likely 

destabilize the hillside that our home is on, affecting the integrity of our foundation and the drywork of the exterior.

We do not understand why the haul route was approved when the applicants’ plans have expired and are not fully 

compliant with the Baseline Hillside Ordinance and Baseline Mansionization Ordinance.

We would like the following statement, submitted and read at the 2/26/19 to be the alternative plan going forward:

"The office of Councilmember Ryu does not support any extension of the plan check deadline in light of the 

conversations at Hollywood United Neighborhood Council's PLUM committee and

the non consensus among the community as to the project impacts and design. We would also recommend denial 

of these haul routes over a continuance as further continuances seem likely to result in an impasse and it is 

preferable that the applicant (s) treat the sites as a new project or projects and redesign consistent with all currently 

applicable codes, most especially the Baseline Hillside Ordinance and the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance. It is 

our hope this clean slate will allow the applicant to either work with the community on conditions or design a project 

that is to code and requires no discretionary entitlements or CEQA review. ‘

We want to be clear that we do not want to stop our neighbors from building their dream homes, what we are asking 

is that their plans follow the existing laws and guidelines.

Sincerely,

Kulap Vilaysack & Scott Aukerman 2314 San Marco Drive 

Los Angeles, CA 90068 323-228-0676 (Kulap) kulapv@gmail.com

mailto:kulapv@gmail.com
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Stephen and Debra DeCordova

RE: Board Rle No. 180073 2301 North San Marco Drive



Board File No. 180090 2305 North San Marco Drive 
Board File No. 180091 2309 North San Marco Drive

We reside less than 200 feet from the above addresses. Our home on Lorenzo Drive (a dead-end street) has no 
egress to Cahuenga Blvd (or the world beyond) other than the haul route on San Marco Drive and Cahuenga 
Terrace. We wish to appeal the decision to approve the haul route for the above addresses, for two primary 
reasons:

1) There are no currently-valid permits for construction or grading at these locations.

- the permits for these addresses expired on or about August 10, 2018
-- Councilmember Ryu's office has recommended against any extension of the plan check deadline, and 
for denial of the haul route. A copy of their note is attached.
-the District 4 office informed us that the expired permits had been granted under zoning regulations that have 
since changed, and that the developers would have to generate new plans that adhere to all current code and 
submit them anew to city Plan Check.
- we are not aware that any such new plans, including grading plans, have been submitted to the city for approval
- absent valid permits, we urge that the haul route be denied.

2) The amount of earth to be excavated and hauled is excessive, and constitutes an unreasonable hardship 
and danger to the neighboring properties and owners.

- 10,076 cu yds is more than three times the amount allowed under the BHO
- proposed 221 haul days, 4 days a week, will extend over 13 months, with 4-5 trucks daily
- this will render San Marco and Lorenzo Drives inaccessible (including to emergency vehicles) for much of the time 
for over a year
- this amount of heavy traffic will surely damage the already substandard roadway
- it is hard to imagine that there won't be incidents (there have been in the recent past)
- 2305 San Marco (File 180090) alone calls for more than 6,100 cu yds to be removed, more than six times the BHO 
allowance, and should be specifically denied.
- 2309 San Marco (File 180091 calls for a house with a swimming pool (on a steep hillside) requiring nearly three 
times the allowable grading
- these plans need to be revised to adhere to all zoning regulations, including the BHO, before a haul route can be 
considered, let alone approved
- absent approved, to-code plans, including reasonable grading plans, we urge that the haul route be denied.

It is our hope that the applicants will revise their plans to code, and review with us those plans and sketches of how 
the hillside will look after their construction (as they were advised to do by the Building and Safety Commissioners), 
so that we can become supportive of their plans, and welcome them to our beautiful neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Stephen and Debra DeCordova

NICK:
My name is Nicholas Jacklin and I live at 2342 San Marco Drive, LA, 90068 with my partner Caitlin Field. I am writing 
to address the proposed hauling routes for the proposed addresses at 2309, 2305 and 2301 San Marco Drive, L.4 
90068.

We are new members to the neighborhood and community. We lived in West Hollywood for 5 years before coming to 
San Marco Drive, and are concerned with the most recent decisions surrounding the San Marco Drive Build Action 
(#180090, 180073, 180091).

I am sure you have driven up our street. It is hardly wide enough for the old sedan that I drive, and each time we 
meet a neighbor’s vehicle, one of us has to back side up to the shoulder or back into a neighbor’s driveway (usually 
the latter).



Our road simply isn’t wide enough to sustain trucks and accommodate the haul routes while allowing us to come 
and go from our home.

This neighborhood has plenty of building going on, which adds considerable time to our commute as is, but that we 
have never objected to. Though the particular set of properties in question do not lend themselves to hauling 
massive amounts of earth away for sustained amounts of time without causing incredible accessibility hardship. 
From what we are told, there has been years and years of interest in developing this particular hillside, but building 
hasn’t been done up until this point on these properties for this exact reason.

Recently, trucks have torn down phone lines because they were too tall. Our neighbor’s car has been damaged 
several times by trucks that have not been able to navigate our narrow street. We even had trouble having a 
mattress delivered, from a medium sized truck. We literally had to get a neighbors help to move cars and I had to 
be there to advise and instruct, and it made us all very nervous and took hours.

The weight of big trucks has caused cracks in one of our neighbor's homes, and there have been hour long bottle 
necks due to trucks arriving in this neighborhood and realizing they are unable to navigate the streets.

For years these same builders tried to do this in secret without the neighbors being notified. Only recently did they 
make an effort to let us know what their plan is. We have communicated our concerns and they have never 
responded with a solution other than simply stating that “they made neighborhood outreach." The property owners 
have separated what once was a single file into three distinct files. The plan for 2305 calls for hauling away 6,105 cu 
yds, more than six times the BHO allowance.

San Marco would have to be widened and repaired for this action to be viable. If this work moves forward as 
proposed (site on San Marco to Cahuenga Terrace to Cahuenga Blvd.), there would be no way in or out of our street 
to Cahuenga and the 101 Freeway. This isn’t fair to all of us who love our neighborhood and we count on these 
routes to leave and return from work every day.

It would greatly impact San Marco as we know it and if construction of this size was being considered when we were 
looking for property, would have changed our decision completely.

10,076 cubic yards of earth would necessitate ~800 dump truck trips, which would destabilize our hillside and 
cause greater disrepair to San Marco (already a substandard street).

The amount of earth that would need to be removed would take roughly two years (211 haul days) - which is simply 
untenable. If they were able to widen the road and have the work completed in a matter of months, I’m sure they 
wouldn’t be met with this pushback.
I greatly appreciate your consideration of our appeal and understanding of the hardship this would cause current 
residents. Our neighborhood is united in sharing these concerns for the physical safety and integrity of our homes.

All the best,

Nick Jacklin 415-272-0443

PATRICK.;
Dear All:

My name is Patrick Barry and I have resided at 2250 San Marco Drive since February 1998. Six or so months ago I 
rec’d a letter in my mailbox from a concerned neighbor about the proposed development project at 2301,2305 and 
2309 San Marco Drive. I replied to the neighbor’s letter with my intent to support the neighborhood's concerns over 
this hauling and development plan, but regrettably never heard back from that person until last Friday morning. By 
then it was too late for me to react by the deadline to submit my concerns to Rita Moreno to appeal by day end.

In the event that there is another occasion to voice such concerns, I’m sharing with tine three of you because you 
seem to be the most informed and active on the facts and details of those on the email thread. If you can use this 
info post appeal deadline, or if I can be of direct help with it in some other way, please contact me.



Here is why I oppose this project:

Reason #1: Life Threatening Hazard - Please see photo below. This occurred on April 4, 2016 in the 2400 block, 
just a short distance away from the 2300 block addresses where the development is proposed. In short, San Marco 
Drive is not just in poor condition and narrow, but entirely hazardous for large , heavy vehicles - just ask the driver 
of this truck who nearly lost his life.

'M

.vrIf-

Reason #2: Undue Road Congestion of the Main Throughway: Please see photo below. This occurred on 
February 26, 2019 at the turn that is directly between 2250 San Marco Drive and 2300 San Marco Drive and literally 
just feet away from the proposed development. I understand from City of LA Staff Engineer Veronica Lopez that this 
development has been approved for approximately 200 collective days of collective hauling of earth. By my 
calculation, the 10,076 cubic yards of earth will choke off and block the neighborhood’s major artery, just as in the 
image below of not several vehicles, but just one! This will impact neighbor's like me who conduct business on a 
regular basis from their home offices, postal carriers delivering mail, and delivery entities like UPS, FedEx, Amazon, 
etc. that are so prevalent in contemporary life for so many.
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Reason #3: Past Developer Indifference: My experience with large vehicles attached to construction projects in 
this neighborhood has been negative. There are many examples, but I’ll describe just one of more than a dozen. In 
2009 a large cement mixing truck was passing my address. Just like in the picture above, it got stuck as it tried to 
turn past 2300 San Marco Drive on a Friday afternoon. After reversing several times arid causing much commotion 
with other drivers attempting to use the street, I ventured out of my home to see that the truck had dumped a large 
mound of wet cement in the middle of the road, then drove on. Worried that this large amount of cement would dry 
and cause damage to vehicles, 1 traced on foot the wet cement trail up San Marco Drive, onto Deep Dell and 
eventually ending up at Weidlake one mile away from the original and illegal dumping When i made the driver 
aware of the infraction, he simply ignored me. I then called the company phone number on the vehicle and was told 
by a manger that an emergency cleaning crew was on call daily for this type of issue, and would be sent out 
immediately. Four hours later after several unsuspecting damage incidents to passing cars, no emergency crew 
arrived, so I personally used a sledgehammer and shovel to demolish and remove the now-dried and six-inch high , 
manhole size impediment. Only when I called the police and reported the company - three days later - did the tardy 
emergency cleaning crew magically appear to gather the discards that : solely removed from the middle of t'ne road. 
Many cars were negatively affected by this infraction prior to my taking matters into my own hands.

These reason are just some examples of the norm - not the exception - of what neighborhood residents face when 
large development projects attempt to build in areas that aren’t structurally suitable for such endeavors. Hence. I'm 
emphatically opposed to such a massive development.

Patrick Barry 
818.468.4511



CHRISTINE:
Head on collision.
Truck could not make the hairpin turn at 2300, back of truck had to be removed. 
Fire hydrant destroyed.
Wall damage caused by trucks.
Tree obstruction across road at 2404 San Marco, trucks cannot pass under.\
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Re case numbers: Board File 180073, Board File 180090, Board File 180091. Address: 2309, 2305 and 2301 San 
Marco Drive, LA 90068

My name is Christine McClure, 2300 San Marco Drive, LA 90068



I am writing to oppose the proposed hauling and building site that is to begin at the 2309, 2305 and 2301 San 
Marco Drive, LA 90068.

1. My house fell out of Escrow this week. 03/04. when the buyers found out the extent of the proposed 
building site, and the 211 davs iust for hauling. This loss has left me in very difficult position financially with 
mv return to live in Australia.

The City needs to take into consideration that the people living in this area and paying property taxes need to 
to be protected.

2. The narrowness of this road has caused MANY problems in the years I have lived here. The blind turn at 2300 
San Marco, has caused head on collisions, trucks to be stuck without being able to navigate the turn, and my fence 
to be knocked over FOUR times, the fire hydrant broken that could flood my house and the area. (PHOTOS 
attached). I have had the City engineer here many times to see what could be done.

3. How are people going to get to their homes with this construction going on? Five men stationed will continually 
hold up traffic, so there will be cars lined up trying to get through, causing more delays if not an impossibility to get 
to our homes.

4. The CONTINUOUS NOISE from hauling truck, digging and building with be constant. People at home with young 
children, or who have home offices will be drastically affected for years.

5. At 2404 San Marco there is a tree overhang the large trucks can’t pass under, so that the trucks then have to 
back dangerously down to Holly Drive. And I am sure they will not only be coming from Cahuenga!

6. San Marco is so narrow that a CEMENT TRUCK went over the edge at 2404 and the Driver ended up in hospital. 
He was't killed, but he could have been. But if trucks do not obey the Cahuenga rule, then those trucks face the 
same possible fate.


