
ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending various provisions of the Los Angeles City Election Code 
to conform with recent Charter Amendments, track certain state laws, clarify and codify 
existing practice, and make technical corrections and improvements.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 104 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is amended in its 
entirety to read as follows:

Sec. 104. Established Election Dates and the Classification of Elections.

Elections held in the City are the Primary Nominating Election, the 
General Municipal Election and Special Elections.

(a)

Primary Nominating Elections for City offices and the Board of Education 
shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March in every even- 
numbered year, and General Municipal Elections shall be held on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November of every even-numbered year.

(b)

Pursuant to Charter Section 401(b), in the event the State changes the 
statewide primary or general election date, the Council may adopt an ordinance 
specifying different dates for the Primary Nominating and General Municipal Elections 
so that they may be held on the same dates as the statewide primary and general 
elections.

(c)

Special Elections shall be held on the dates established by the ordinances 
calling those elections and shall otherwise be held and conducted, and the returns shall 
be canvassed, announced and declared, in the same manner as other elections and 
pursuant to the applicable laws and processes of the jurisdiction conducting the 
election.

(d)

Sec. 2. Section 105 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is amended in its 
entirety to read as follows:

Sec. 105. Consolidated and Concurrent Elections; Requests for Election 
Services.

The City Council may consolidate City elections with each other, or with 
any County, State, District, Federal, or local election, and may allow elections of other 
jurisdictions to be consolidated with any City election.

(a)

In order to consolidate a City election with a County, State or Federal 
election conducted by the County of Los Angeles, or consolidate a City election with

(b)

1

 186163 



another local jurisdiction, or hold a separate City election on the same day utilizing the 
polling places established by the County of Los Angeles or other local jurisdiction, the 
City Council must obtain permission from the Board of Supervisors or the applicable 
governing body.

When any elections have been consolidated as provided in this section, 
they shall be held, conducted, the returns canvassed, and the results declared in all 
particulars as one election, and as provided in the ordinance calling the consolidated 
election and as generally provided for in the Charter. When a City election is 
consolidated with an election conducted by the County, the ordinance calling the 
consolidated election may specify the procedure for the consolidation and the relative 
responsibilities and authorities of the City Clerk and County Registrar-Recorder/County 
Clerk and other election officials in administering the election.

(c)

(d) Whenever a City election is scheduled to be held on the same day as a 
County, State, District, Federal, or local election, but not consolidated with those 
elections, or consolidated but using separate ballots, the City Clerk shall have the 
authority to conduct the election in the same manner as provided for in this Code, with 
the following exceptions:

(1) Any of the members appointed as Precinct Board Members by the 
Board of Supervisors or the election official conducting the election may be 
designated as the members for the same precinct to conduct the City election, or 
the City Clerk may appoint other Precinct Board Members to conduct the City 
election.

(2) Any polling places used for County, State, District, Federal, or local 
elections may be designated as those polling places to be used for the City 
election.

The City Council may by resolution request the County Board of 
Supervisors to direct the County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to render specified 
election services to the City Clerk relating to the conduct of an election. The governing 
body of any other jurisdiction may by resolution request the City Council to direct the 
City Clerk to render specified election services for the jurisdiction relating to the conduct 
of an election. Subject to the approval of the City Council and to conditions as it may 
impose, these election services shall be performed by the City Clerk.

(e)

Sec. 3. Subsection (f) of Section 115 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is 
amended to read as follows:

Dates shall be counted as one word.(f)

Sec. 4. Subsection (a) of Section 305 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is 
amended in to read as follows:
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(a) The candidate’s name shall appear on the nominating petition exactly as it 
appears on the Declaration of Intention to Become a Candidate. If the candidate’s 
nominating petition is certified sufficient and the candidate meets all other qualifications 
for that office, the name appearing on the ballot shall correspond to the name shown on 
the Declaration of Intention to Become a Candidate. No title or degree shall appear on 
the same line on a ballot as a candidate’s name, either before or after the candidate’s 
name.

Sec. 5. A new Subsection (e) is added to Section 305 of the Los Angeles City 
Election Code to read as follows:

If a candidate changes his or her name within one year of any election, the 
new name shall not appear upon the ballot unless the change was made by either of the 
following: (i) marriage; or (ii) decree of any court of competent jurisdiction.

(e)

Sec. 6. Subsection (a) of Section 306 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is 
amended to read as follows:

(a) A candidate who is running for the same elective office that he or she was 
elected to and then holds, shall have printed on the ballot, immediately under that 
candidate’s name, the word “incumbent” or the words designating that elective office, as 
follows: Mayor, City Attorney, Controller, Member of the City Council, Member of the 
Board of Education, or substantially similar title.

Sec. 7. Subsection (b) of Section 306 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is 
amended to read as follows:

Each candidate on the ballot shall have printed immediately under that 
candidate’s name a three word designation of either: (i) the current principal 
professions, vocations or occupations of the candidate; or (ii) the principal professions, 
vocations or occupations of the candidate during the calendar year immediately 
preceding the filing of the candidate’s Declaration of Intention to Become a Candidate. 
All geographical names shall be considered as one word; for example, “City of 
Los Angeles” shall be counted as one word. Hyphenated words that appear in any 
generally available standard reference dictionary, published in the United States at any 
time within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the election for which the 
words are counted, shall be considered as one word and each part of all other 
hyphenated words shall be counted as a separate word.

(b)

Sec. 8. Section 705 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is amended in its 
entirety to read as follows:

Sec. 705. Initiative Petitions.

Proponents of Initiative Petitions. An Initiative petition may be filed only by five 
proponents, who shall be registered voters of the City. The proponents shall file with
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the City Clerk a document signed by all five proponents identifying their names and 
registered residence addresses, as shown on their current voter registration records, 
and designating a representative authorized to send and receive filings, notices and 
communications on behalf of the initiative proponents. The names of all five proponents 
must appear on the petition and on the request for the preparation of an official petition 
title and official petition summary by the City Attorney.

Sec. 9. Subsection (d) of Section 711 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is 
amended to read as follows:

Withdrawal of Initiative. The proponents of an initiative petition may 
withdraw the petition at any time before the City Council has taken action on the 
initiative pursuant to Charter Section 452 or 453. The proponents also may withdraw 
the initiative after the City Council has taken action to submit the initiative to a vote of 
the electors under Charter Section 452 or 453, provided that withdrawal occurs not later 
than the 88th day before the election and only upon approval of the proponents and the 
City Council. In order to withdraw the initiative, the proponents shall file with the City 
Clerk a written notice of withdrawal signed by all five proponents.

(d)

Sec. 10. Section 712 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is amended to read 
in its entirety as follows:

Sec. 712. Referendum Petitions.

Proponents of Referendum Petitions. A referendum petition may be filed only by 
five proponents, who shall be registered voters of the City. The proponents shall file 
with the City Clerk a document signed by all five proponents identifying their names and 
registered residence addresses, as shown on their current voter registration records, 
and designating a representative authorized to send and receive filings, notices and 
communications on behalf of the Referendum proponents. The names of all five 
proponents must appear on the petition.

Sec. 11. Subsection (b) of Section 720 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is 
amended to read as follows:

(b) Within two business days of service on the officer sought to be recalled, 
the proponents also shall serve a copy of the Notice of Intention described in Section 
719 on the City Clerk, either personally or by certified mail. The proponents shall at the 
same time file with the City Clerk a separate declaration providing proof of the time and 
method of service on the officer and a document signed by all five proponents 
identifying their names and registered residence addresses, as shown on their current 
voter registration records, and designating a representative authorized to send and 
receive filings, notices and communications on behalf of the recall proponents.

Sec. 12. A new Subsection (e) is added to Section 800 of the Los Angeles City 
Election Code to read as follows:
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(e) This Chapter applies only to elections conducted by the City Clerk.

Sec. 13. Section 900 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is amended in its 
entirety to read as follows:

Sec. 900. Purpose.

This Chapter sets out the process by which challenges to a voter’s entitlement to 
vote can be made and resolved at the polling place and, where resolution in favor of the 
voter at the polling place is not possible, for the use of the Provisional Ballot. The intent 
of this Chapter is to establish the process whereby all eligible voters are able to cast a 
ballot and are not denied the right to vote due to administrative errors or 
unsubstantiated challenges. This Chapter applies only to elections conducted by the 
City Clerk.

Sec. 14. Section 1000 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is amended in its 
entirety to read as follows:

Sec. 1000. Liberal Construction.

This Chapter shall be liberally construed in favor of the voter voting by mail. This 
Chapter shall apply only to elections conducted by the City Clerk.

Sec. 15. Section 1200 of the Los Angeles City Election Code is amended in its 
entirety to read as follows:

Sec. 1200. Counting of Eligible Votes Where Voter Choice can be Determined.

This Chapter sets out the requirements and procedures to be used by the City 
Clerk in counting the ballots and counting the votes in elections conducted by the City 
Clerk and governed by this Code. The requirements of this Chapter shall be liberally 
construed in favor of the voter so that the City Clerk shall count all votes cast by eligible 
voters where the voter’s choice can be ascertained. However, no vote shall be counted 
unless the voter is in fact eligible to vote on the particular contest for which votes are 
being counted.

Sec. 16. A new Subsection (f) is added to Section 1400 of the Los Angeles City 
Election Code to read as follows:

This Chapter applies only to elections conducted by the City Clerk.(f)
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Sec. 17. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it 
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

Approved as to Form and Legality

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

1^2ABy
( /HARIT U. TRjVEDI 
^Deputy City^Attorney
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