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MOTION

Existing law requires hospitals to have a written discharge planning policy and process. 
This is in place to ensure that hospitals make appropriate post-hospital care arrangements before 
releasing patients likely to suffer adverse health consequences upon discharge.

With the growth of the homelessness crisis over the last decade, traditional discharging 
strategies have often left homeless patients to face challenges alone. Hospitals, service providers, 
and communities alike have grappled with the impacts created when homeless patients are released 
with no place to call home.

Effective My 1,2019, SB 1152 (Hernandez) requires that hospitals develop a written pi an 
for coordinating services and referrals for homeless patients with the county behavioral health 
agency, health care and social service agencies in the region, health care providers, and nonprofit 
social service providers, to assist with ensuring appropriate homeless patient discharge. The bill 
would also require a hospital to maintain a log ofhomeless patients discharged and the destinations 
to which they were released after discharge.

In light of this impending legislation, it would be appropriate for the County of Los Angeles 
to present their discharge strategy, pursuant to SB 1152, as it relates to the County Hospital system. 
This is of particular importance, as the County considers its plans to expand the footprint and 
services offered by Olive View Medical Center in Sylmar.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Los Angeles County Health Department be invited to 
make a presentation before the Los Angeles City Council on how it plans to manage and implement 
the provisions of SB 1152 (Chapter 981) relative to the requirement that each hospital, including 
the County’s Hospital system, have a written homeless discharge planning policy and process that 
includes the documentation of specified information before discharging a homeless patient.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Los Angeles Police Department, Los Angeles Fire 
Department, the City’s Homeless Services Coordinator, along with any other relevant departments, 
review the County’s discharge plan, and provide recommendations for additional resources to 
safeguard the community.
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