
HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY
MOTION

While data from the recent Homeless Count is pending release, 2018 data shows that in Council District Six 
alone, 351 families with children (representing 1,242 family members) were identified as experiencing 
homelessness. In addition, domestic violence was a reality for 27.5% of the total homeless population identified 
in Council District Six. While the faces of homelessness vary across the City of Los Angeles, it is painfully clear 
that there is an unacceptable amount of families with women and children experiencing homelessness. It is 
feared that these numbers will only get worse - in Council District Six and throughout the City.

The Coordinated Entry System (CES) continues to be at the core of our efforts to address homelessness. 
However, the 2016 Comprehensive Homeless Strategy acknowledged that the CES was originally created to 
serve the single adult population of homeless. With the number of homeless families, the current system 
warrants reevaluation.

In the meantime, significant numbers of families with children are being provided interim housing at local motels. 
While this well-intended approach may provide temporary shelter, the conditions of mote! living are not 
appropriate for raising a family. Worse, longer term motel dwelling is not conducive for supporting the emotional, 
educational, and development needs of children, exacerbating their trauma rather than helping.

Los Angeles Family Housing (LAFH) is the CES Regional Lead for SPA2, serving the San Fernando Valley. 
Recognizing the need to get families into permanent housing, LAFH has an interim proposal to eliminate the use 
of motels as bridge housing for families, instead providing quality interim housing models. This proposal, named 
“It Takes A Village," warrants review as a component of the fundamental strategy to get families into permanent 
housing, particularly as the Coordinated Entry System is reviewed, and as the inventory of permanent supportive 
housing and traditional affordable housing increases and becomes available to families.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Administrative Officer (CAO) be instructed to review LA Family Housing s “It 
Takes a Village” proposal and report back in 30 days with program and funding recommendations to 
expeditiously get families with children out of motels located in CD6 and into more appropriate housing (interim 
or permanent) that provides children with housing stability, a sense of safety, and an environment to thrive.

I FURTHER MOVE that the CAO also report with a review of the 2016 Comprehensive Homeless Strategy; 
whether there is an increasing trend of family homelessness; and provide recommendations for a revised 
housing strategy to meet the needs of homeless families with children, particularly since the current homeless 
strategy was generally tailored for individual homelessness.

I FURTHER MOVE that the CAO be instructed to report on how the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
and the Housing and Community Investment Department utilize the Coordinated Entry System for situations of 
family homelessness, identifying clients for permanent housing, including traditional affordable housing not 
funded by Prop HHH.
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