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SUBJECT: Barren Ridge - Haskell Line 1 Upgrade Project Ordinance Requesting 
the Los Angeles City Council to Establish Design-Build Criteria Pursuant 
to Section 371(b) of the City Charter

SUMMARY

The proposed Ordinance approves the advertisement of a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
for the design and construction of the Barren Ridge - Haskell Line 1 Upgrade Project, 
including options for a new 230-kilovolt (kV) transmission line from Castaic Power Plant 
to Haskell Canyon Switching Station, and structures for the upgraded 230-kV double 
circuit transmission line from Haskell Canyon Switching Station to Sylmar Switching 
Station (collectively, the “BAR-HSK L1 Project”). The BAR-HSK L1 Project is part of the 
second, and final, phase of the Barren Ridge Renewable Transmission Project 
(BRRTP).

The Ordinance will authorize the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 
to let a design-build contract pursuant to a competitive-sealed proposal method permitting 
negotiations relating to the engineering, procurement, and construction of the BAR-HSK 
L1 Project based on the criteria established by the Ordinance. The Ordinance will 
authorize a term not to exceed five years for the contract.

Pursuant to a competitive-sealed proposal method, design-build criteria adopted by the 
Ordinance will permit an award to a proposer specialized in the design, procurement, 
construction, and commissioning of a 230-kV transmission line. The sealed proposal 
method, per Charter Section 371(b), permits negotiations after proposals have been 
opened to allow clarifications and changes to the proposal. Per Charter Section §371 (a) 
and Los Angeles Administrative Code §10.47, the Local Business Preference Program 
will apply. The term of the contract is necessary because of the complexity of the 
BAR-HSK L1 Project, the long lead times to fabricate major components, schedule 
uncertainties in the permitting process, and the possible inclusion of extended 
warranties in the contract.



The approach will be to advertise one RFP with one contract which will be awarded in 
whole or in part at LADWP’s discretion. The contract will be for the engineering design 
of towers, transmission line equipment and material procurement, acquisition of 
technical services, and the construction of one 230-kV, high-voltage transmission line.

RECOMMENDATION

It is requested that the Board of Water and Power Commissioners (Board) adopt the 
attached Resolution recommending the Los Angeles City Council’s approval by 
Ordinance to allow the use of competitive-sealed bid proposal method in accordance 
with Charter Section 371(b), to allow a contract term not to exceed five years, and 
to the Board the authority to let a contract for a project transmitting electric energy in 
accordance with Charter Section 674 for the BAR-HSK L1 Project.

City Council approval, by Ordinance, is required pursuant to City Charter Sections 371 
(a), 371 (b), and 674.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

There is no other alternative to transmit the required power from the region into the 
City of Los Angeles (City). There is insufficient LADWP staff at this time to perform the 
work proposed to be contracted, and additional staff cannot be employed and trained in 
a timely manner to meet the needs of LADWP. No other alternative will adequately meet 
the deliverables required by the BAR-HSK L1 Project.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

The total estimated cost for the BAR-HSK L1 Project is $152 million.

BACKGROUND

The State of California has established a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) policy 
requiring the increased production and use of renewable energy such as wind, solar, 
small hydroelectric, biomass, and geothermal energy.

The BAR-HSK L1 Project will assist LADWP in meeting its 2025 RPS goal which 
is to meet the renewable energy mandate of 55 percent by the Year 2025. The 
implementation of the BAR-HSK L1 Project would allow wind and solar resources to 
be transmitted to the Los Angeles Basin and meet the requirements set forth in 
California Senate Bills 350 and 100.

The high-voltage transmission line will be constructed in flat, steep, and rugged terrain. 
The construction will be for one 51-mile transmission line which would transmit the 
power from Barren Ridge Switching Station to the Haskell Canyon Switching Station, 
paralleling an existing high-voltage transmission corridor located in Kern and 
Los Angeles Counties. The transmission line design, material and equipment 
specifications will be prepared by LADWP personnel. Also, administration and 
management of the construction activities will be performed by LADWP personnel.

Barren Ridge - Haskell Line 1 Upgrade Project/September 6, 2019 Page 2



The RFP will also include options to build one 12-mile, single-circuit, 230-kV 
transmission line that would transmit power from Castaic Power Plant to Haskell 
Canyon Switching Station, paralleling an existing high-voltage corridor located in 
Los Angeles County, and design-build lattice structures for the upgraded double-circuit, 
230-kV transmission line that would transmit power from the Haskell Canyon Switching 
Station to the Sylmar Switching Station, paralleling an existing high-voltage corridor 
located in Los Angeles County.

The Renewable Energy Transmission Initiative has identified the Tehachapi/Owens 
Valley area as one of several high-quality renewable energy areas in Southern 
California. The BAR-HSK L1 Project will allow LADWP to increase access to the 
Tehachapi Mountains and Mojave Desert wind and solar resource areas.

City Administrative Officer Report

The City Administrative Officer (CAO) Report dated August 12, 2019, is attached.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and the National 
Environmental Policy Act, LADWP along with its federal co-lead agencies, the 
United States Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management, prepared a joint 
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) to evaluate 
and disclose the potential environmental impact associated with the construction and 
operation of the BRRTP. The Board certified the EIS/EIR, adopted mitigation measures 
and approved the BRRTP on September 18, 2012. Since that time, changes have been 
made to the BRRTP including an additional expansion of the Barren Ridge Switching 
Station and larger conductor and transmissions structures for the BAR-HSK L1 Project. 
The impacts of these revisions were analyzed in an addendum to the EIS/EIR which 

. concluded that implementation of the changes to the BRRTP would not result in any 
new significant environmental impacts or a substantial increase in the severity of a 
previously identified significant impact. That addendum is attached for the Board’s 
consideration.

CITY ATTORNEY

The Office of the City Attorney reviewed and approved the Resolution and Ordinance as 
to form and legality.

ATTACHMENTS

• Resolution
• Ordinance
• CAO Report
• Addendum
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