
 

 

626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 850, Los Angeles, CA 90017 

213.624.1213  |  ccala.org 

June 4, 2019 

Senator Jim Beall 
California State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 2082 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Opposition to AB 516 (Chiu): Authority to remove vehicles. 

Dear Senator Beall,  

Established in 1924, Central City Association (CCA) is committed to advancing policies and projects that 
enhance Downtown Los Angeles’ vibrancy and increase investment in the region. CCA represents more 
than 400 businesses, trade associations, and nonprofit organizations that are significantly affected by 
state and local transportation policies. We believe AB 516 will lead drivers to disregard basic vehicle 
laws that benefit and protect our community, and will have a negative impact on traffic congestion, 
public safety, and cleanliness in Downtown LA. For these reasons we must respectfully oppose this 
bill, and we ask that you vote No when it comes before the Senate Transportation Committee. 

AB 516 would delete the authority of peace officers and public employees to remove or immobilize 
vehicles under a wide range of circumstances, including vehicles issued 5 or more notices of delinquent 
parking violations, left standing for 72 or more hours in violation of local ordinances, parked on 
highways or public land, or whose vehicle registrations have expired by 6 months or more. Violations of 
this nature and severity are easily avoidable and exempting them from enforcement will lead to abuse. 

Parking violations may be an exception, as they can happen to anyone and are often accidental, and 
there is understandably a desire to avoid disproportionate penalties for violations. This is why the City of 
Los Angeles has an installment plan that allows qualifying households to pay as little as $20 per month 
to pay off their tickets. Other enforcement measures are only pursued after repeated notices and efforts 
by the City to resolve unpaid violations. Towing or immobilizing a vehicle is often the only available 
recourse to ensure payment, and more importantly to ensure that drivers follow the rules of the road in 
the future. 

AB 516 would reward people who fail to pay their parking tickets, register their vehicles, or adhere to 
policies aimed at preventing abandonment and/or street storage of vehicles, regardless of income. It 
would also exacerbate problems with on-street parking scarcity that are especially challenging in many 
Los Angeles neighborhoods. Cities must have a way to enforce reasonable policies and lawful use of the 
public right of way, and AB 516 would severely restrict their ability to do so. 

We thank you very much for your consideration and urge you to vote no on this bill. 

Sincerely,  

Jessica Lall 
President & CEO, Central City Association of Los Angeles 


