
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: John Given
Date Submitted: 08/20/2019 11:07 PM
Council File No: 19-0538 
Comments for Public Posting:  Honorable members of the City Council: I represent the appellant,

Brentwood Residents Coalition ("BRC"), in this matter. As noted
in testimony before the Planning and Land Use Management
Committee hearing on August 13, 2019, Barry's Bootcamp,
Brentwood Gardens, and BRC have entered into a memorandum
of understanding with respect to the operating conditions for
Barry's Bootcamp. The MOU resolves the concerns raised by
BRC's appeal and BRC now supports the project so long as the
City Council adopts the revised conditions of approval as
recommended by PLUM. I write to provide the MOU entered into
by the parties for the public record. A copy of the MOU was
previously submitted to the City Clerk at the PLUM hearing by
Council District 11 Senior Planning Deputy Len Nguyen, but for
some reason has not shown up to date in the council file.
Sincerely, John Given -- John Given Law Office of John P. Given
2461 Santa Monica Boulevard, #438 Santa Monica, CA 90404
(310)471-8485 



 
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 43rd Floor  
Los Angeles, California 90071-1422 
213.620.1780 main 
213.620.1398 fax 
www.sheppardmullin.com 

 

 

 

213.617.4101 direct 
jmahramas@sheppardmullin.com 

August 13, 2019 
 

 
Mr. John P. Given 
Representative of Brentwood Residents Coalition 
2461 Santa Monica Boulevard, # 438 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
  

 

Re: Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Barry’s Bootcamp Operations 
 
 
Dear Mr. Given: 

Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you on multiple occasions over the past few 
months and respond to concerns presented by the Brentwood Residents Coalition (“BRC”) in 
the matter of the City of Los Angeles West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission’s Letter of 
Determination dated May 31, 2019 for the tenant change of use and Conditional Use Permit 
(“CUP”) for Barry’s Bootcamp at the Brentwood Gardens shopping center (the “Project”). We 
are pleased that Brentwood Gardens / Barry’s Bootcamp and BRC have decided to work out 
any outstanding issues related to the Project by entering into this mutually agreed upon 
memorandum of understanding (“MOU”).    

This MOU memorializes the mutual understanding reached by and between Brentwood 
Gardens, Barry’s Bootcamp, and the BRC.  The MOU addresses each issue raised in our June 
25, 2019 and subsequent meetings, and summarizes the resolution of each issue.  

BRC opposed the Project as originally proposed. BRC asserted the original Project 
would have provided less parking than required by the San Vicente Scenic Corridor Specific 
Plan. BRC and local community members also raised concerns about noise impacts associated 
with extended hours of operation, and BRC asserted the Project was not categorically exempt 
from environmental review. Despite BRC’s opposition, the West LA Area Planning Commission 
denied the SPE but otherwise approved the Project, finding that the project was categorically 
exempt from further environmental review. BRC filed an appeal of the Project approval to the 
Los Angeles City Council.  

The only entitlement that Barry’s and Brentwood Gardens is seeking for the use is a 
CUP for two additional hours of operation over what is allowed by right for Brentwood Gardens.  
With this agreement, Barry’s is further restricting their request and only seeking one hour of 
additional use.  Further, Barry’s and Brentwood Gardens are proud to have the written letters of 
support of SBRA and many community members.  In order to satisfy the concerns of the BRC, 
Barry’s and Brentwood Gardens have entered into this mutually agreed upon MOU. 

Brentwood Gardens and Barry’s Bootcamp are satisfying City of Los Angeles parking 
requirements for the Project by installing 130 bicycle parking spaces under the City’s bicycle 
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parking ordinance and further reducing operational noise by implementing this agreement.  
Barry’s Bootcamp’s Brentwood location will have a maximum of 45 patrons in a single session 
according to information Barry’s Bootcamp submitted to the City during the approval process.  

Brentwood Gardens, Barry’s Bootcamp, and the BRC therefore agree to the following to 
resolve outstanding issues related to Project approval and BRC’s appeal. 

BRENTWOOD GARDENS’ / BARRY’S BOOTCAMP’S AGREEMENTS 

I. Project Operation Noise 

Brentwood Gardens and Barry’s Bootcamp agree to reduce noise from the operation of 
Barry’s Bootcamp to the greatest extent feasible and that hours of operation be restricted 
beyond the initial entitlement requests and CUP approvals. Operational noise will be further 
reduced through the following measures, which shall be in place while the CUP for additional 
hours of operation is in effect. 

A. Hours of Operation 

1. Barry’s Bootcamp shall begin fitness classes no earlier than 6:00 am on 
weekdays (Monday – Friday) and no earlier than 7:00 am on weekends 
(Saturday – Sunday).   

2. Employees of Barry’s Bootcamp shall arrive at Brentwood Gardens no 
earlier than 5:30 am on weekdays and no earlier than 6:30 am on 
weekends. 

3. No music, sound, or noise shall be emitted from Barry’s Bootcamp at a 
level prohibited by the noise regulations of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code (“LAMC”).  All sound from Barry’s Bootcamp, including but not 
limited to (1) amplified, live, and recorded music; (2) fitness equipment; 
and (3) tenant and patron conversational noise, shall not be audible 
beyond the area under control of Barry’s Bootcamp.   Noise emanating 
from the Barry’s Bootcamp tenant space shall not be audible outside of 
the Brentwood Gardens shopping center.   

B. Studio Design 

1. The Barry’s Bootcamp fitness studio at Brentwood Gardens shall be 
constructed with isolated floor, wall, and ceiling assemblies.  The interior 
assemblies will improve noise reduction of the existing building 
construction. 

2. The Barry’s Bootcamp fitness studio at Brentwood Gardens shall be 
constructed with all interior surfaces acoustically decoupled from the 
surrounding building to further reduce noise transmission through the 
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buildings structure.  The isolated floor surfaces shall be constructed to 
also reduce vibration transmissions from fitness activities.   

C. Good Neighbor Policy 

Brentwood Gardens and Barry’s Bootcamp agree to this “Good Neighbor Policy,” which 
shall be provided to all Brentwood Gardens and Barry’s Bootcamp employees, and Brentwood 
Gardens valet staff. The Good Neighbor Policy shall be included in all new Barry’s Bootcamp 
membership packets, and distributed annually to all current and future members of Barry’s 
Bootcamp on January 1st.  

The Good Neighbor Policy shall include the entirety of Section C of this agreement and 
the map attached as Exhibit B, including any future amendments or updates. 

The Good Neighbor Policy shall include the following: 

1. Brentwood Gardens shall include the Good Neighbor Policy as a term of 
the lease with Barry’s Bootcamp.   

2. A copy of the Good Neighbor Policy will be made part of the employee 
handbook for the Barry’s Bootcamp Brentwood location, and shall be 
conspicuously posted in the employee break room or rest area. 

3. Brentwood Gardens shall instruct valet attendants to turn off any music, 
radio, phone, or other sound emitting device in each vehicle prior to 
returning the vehicle to the patron. 

4. Brentwood Gardens shall instruct valet attendants to raise all windows in 
each vehicle prior to returning the vehicle to the patron. Valet attendants 
shall at no time return patron vehicles outside the Brentwood Gardens 
garage in the Gorham Place Alley. 

5. During the hours of 6:00 am – 7:00 am, the valet staff will be instructed to 
park vehicles at lower levels of the parking structure, to minimize noise 
near Gorham Place alley. 

6. Brentwood Gardens shall identify a contact person and provide a 
telephone number and email address for any inquires or complaints 
regarding the operation of Barry’s Bootcamp.  The contact information 
shall be posted at the Barry’s Bootcamp reception desk and the 
Brentwood Gardens valet desk.  The contact information shall also be 
provided to adjacent neighbors.   

7. Brentwood Gardens shall document and maintain a log of all complaints 
received, including the date and time received and the response.  A copy 
of the log shall be distributed by email to the BRC, the local Senior Lead 
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Officer of the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), the Council Office 
for the 11th District (CD11), and Department of City Planning no less than 
annually or upon request. 

8. Brentwood Gardens shall provide signage at the valet stand and vehicular 
egress to remind both employees and guests to be respectful to the 
neighboring residents by keeping any noise to a minimum.  The signage 
shall include specific reference to music, conversations, honking, and all 
other vehicular noises.     

9. Brentwood Gardens’ security monitor shall provide onsite monitoring 
during the hours of 6:00 am – 7:00 am to remind both employees and 
guests to keep noise to a minimum.   

10. Barry’s Bootcamp shall require employees to instruct patrons at the end 
of each class session, occurring between 6:00 am and 10:00 am, that 
there shall not be any loud conversations in the Brentwood Gardens valet 
area prior to retrieving vehicles or within or near Gorham Place Alley. 

11. Barry’s Bootcamp shall instruct all employees and patrons that any sound 
emitting devices, as described above, should not be turned on within a 
vehicle exiting the Brentwood Gardens parking lot until the vehicle is clear 
of Gorham Place Alley. 

12. Barry’s Bootcamp shall instruct all employees and patrons that vehicle 
windows should not be lowered when exiting the Brentwood Gardens 
parking lot until the vehicle is clear of Gorham Place Alley. 

13. Barry’s Bootcamp shall instruct all employees and patrons that vehicles 
should not idle, abruptly accelerate, or utilize their car horn within the 
valet area or Gorham Place Alley upon exiting the Brentwood Gardens 
parking lot (unless in the event of an emergency). 

14. Barry’s Bootcamp shall require all employees to park at Brentwood 
Gardens and shall instruct patrons that all vehicles shall be parked at 
Brentwood Gardens and should not be parked on surrounding 
neighborhood streets, including Gorham Avenue and Gorham Place 
Alley. 

15. After six (6) months of operation by Barry’s Bootcamp, Brentwood 
Gardens shall conduct a follow up meeting with the undersigned and a 
representative of Council District 11 to share the log of complaints 
received during that period, if any, and to discuss any concerns with the 
operation of the new use as well as general operations updates at 
Brentwood Gardens. 
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16. Additional follow up meetings to share the log of complaints and to 
discuss any concerns with the operation of the new use and general 
operational updates at Brentwood Gardens shall be scheduled on an 
annual basis thereafter. The parties may mutually agree to defer or skip 
an annual meeting, for example, if there have been no complaints or 
operational updates to discuss in the past 12 months. Annual meetings 
will continue so long as the CUP for additional hours of operation is in 
effect. 

17. Brentwood Gardens shall be responsible for enforcing the terms of the 
Good Neighbor Policy and provide reminders to all employees and valet 
staff upon the receipt of any complaints.   

18. A map of the local vicinity labeling Gorham Avenue and Gorham Place 
Alley shall be made part of the Good Neighbor Policy. See Exhibit B. 

II. Provide LAMC / Specific Plan Compliant Parking 

A. Brentwood Gardens shall comply with LAMC Sections 12.21A.4, 12.23 and 
parking requirements of the San Vicente Scenic Corridor Specific Plan (“Specific 
Plan”). 

B. Brentwood Gardens’ valet attendants shall park all vehicles onsite regardless of 
the vehicle operator. 

C. Brentwood Gardens shall install and maintain a LAMC compliant bicycle room 
that is accessible to all patrons, employees, visitors, and guests of Brentwood 
Gardens with no less than 130 bicycle parking spaces, unless other LAMC 
compliant parking is provided. 

D. Brentwood Gardens shall maintain the existing parking supply of 244 automobile 
spaces.  Under no circumstance shall the installation of the bicycle room reduce 
the supply of existing automobile spaces.   

 

BRENTWOOD RESIDENTS COALITION AGREEMENTS 

As consideration for Brentwood Gardens’ and Barry’s Bootcamp’s agreement to 
undertake the voluntary measures set forth above, and contingent upon the Planning and Land 
Use Management Committee of the Los Angeles City Council recommending and the Los 
Angeles City Council adopting revised condition 3 (modified hours of operation) and the 
“corrective condition” or its substantive equivalent as set forth in Exhibit A attached to this 
agreement, the BRC agrees to support the Project and process that has led to this mutually 
agreed upon MOU. Brentwood Gardens and Barry’s Bootcamp acknowledge that it is necessary 
for the BRC to defend its pending administrative appeal to the extent necessary to ensure 
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council jurisdiction to modify and impose the Exhibit A conditions, to ensure the conditions are 
adopted, and to preserve its legal rights in the event the council declines to adopt the 
conditions, and that such defense of the pending administrative appeal does not constitute a 
breach of this agreement. 

Although the City’s Project determination contains provisions that are not optimal from 
the perspective of either Brentwood Gardens / Barry’s Bootcamp or the BRC, our ability to reach 
a mutual understanding is a positive step toward ensuring future neighborly cooperation.  To 
evidence that this letter reflects BRC’s agreement, such that Brentwood Gardens / Barry’s 
Bootcamp and BRC will work cooperatively as provided in this agreement, please sign this 
agreement below.  We understand that BRC has authorized Wendy-Sue Rosen to sign this 
agreement on its behalf, and that such signature will obligate the BRC as the signatures of Sam 
Yadegar and Tracy McIntosh will obligate Brentwood Gardens / Barry’s Bootcamp, respectively.  

Sincerely, 
 
Justin J. Mahramas 
for SHEPPARD, MULLIN, RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP 
 
 
 
Agreed and Accepted. 
 
By: ___________________________  Date: ______________ 
Wendy-Sue Rosen 
on behalf of Brentwood Residents Coalition 
 
 
By: ___________________________  Date: ______________ 
Sam Yadegar 
on behalf of Brentwood Gardens LLC 
 
 
By: __________________________    Date: ______________ 
Tracy McIntosh 
on behalf of Barry’s Bootcamp LLC  
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