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PO Box 49427  Los Angeles, California 90049  (424) BHA-8765  info@brentwoodhomeowners.org

June 21, 2019

PLUM Committee of City Council
By email to clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

Re: Council File: 19-0538
Case No.: APCW-2018-3556-SPE-CU-DRB-SPP
11677 West San Vicente Blvd / Conditional Use Permit

Support of Appeal of West Los Angeles Area Planning Commission (“APC”) Determination
(“APC Decision”) approving a Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) to allow a health club to operate
5:00 AM to 7:00 AM (“Extended Hours”)

Dear Councilmembers Harris-Dawson, Blumenfeld, Cedillo, Price, Smith,

The Brentwood Homeowners Association (“BHA”) has been representing the interests of area homeowners for
over 70 years. Today, our territory covers 3,200 homes north of San Vicente and west of the 405 Freeway.

The Findings in the APC Decision to support granting a CUP are factually incorrect. Barry’s Bootcamp is not
unique. Orange Theory Fitness is the same kind of class-oriented health club and is located in the adjacent
building.

The Finding that the applicant would provide a service that is essential and beneficial to the community is based
on the statement:

“Unlike other health clubs, Barry’s Bootcamp is strictly regimented by a pre-determined class schedule.
In comparison to other types of fitness/health clubs within the area, Barry’s Bootcamp would provide a
unique service to the community.”

The Finding that the project substantially conforms with the General Plan, community plan, and Specific Plan is
based on the following statement:

“Barry’s Bootcamp is a unique, class oriented fitness facility that provides a variety of fitness
programming to its clientele. The business would allow for a new neighborhood service that’s currently
not available to local residents.”

In fact, Barry’s Bootcamp and Orange Theory Fitness (in the adjacent building to the east at 11661 San Vicente)
are the same ---intense group class workouts led by a trainer using cardio equipment and weights. The description
on each of their web sites almost reads as if one company copied it from the other:

https://www.orangetheoryfitness.com/the-workout

https://www.barrysbootcamp.com/best-workout/
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The most significant difference between these two health clubs is that one uses orange lighting and the other one
uses red lighting – obviously, not a difference making the applicant “unique.” Both clubs have one-hour group
classes that are run by a trainer. If we Delete the statements quoted above about the uniqueness of Barry’s
Bootcamp, there remains no factual support for a CUP. In addition, a google search of “health clubs on San
Vicente in Brentwood” shows 12 locations. In other words, there is no substantial evidence to legally support the
required Findings and the Appeal of the APC Decision must be granted on legal grounds. The grant of a CUP by

the APC was erroneous and an abuse of discretion.

In addition, this proposed new health club use should not be granted in view of the statement in the Staff
Recommendation to the APC that “San Vicente Boulevard and the adjacent residential neighborhood streets are

greatly impacted by spillover parking from commercial uses (visitors and employees) and the lack of parking for
the residential uses.” (paragraph 4 of Findings in APC Decision) It would be inconsistent to recognize the
parking and traffic issues in the area and nevertheless grant a conditional use for a health club with up to
45 people per class every hour, starting at 5:00 AM.

CONCLUSION
The Appeal should be granted.
The PLUM Committee should Deny a Conditional Use Permit because there is no factual evidence in the record
to support the mandated Findings.
Thank you,

Kathleen Flanagan

Kathleen Flanagan, President

cc: Mike Bonin; Krista Kline; Len Nguyen; Juliet Oh
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